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thomas szasz wrote over thirty books and several hundred articles replete with mordant criticism of
psychiatry in both scientific and popular periodicals his works made him arguably one of the world s
most recognized psychiatrists albeit one of the most controversial these writings have been
translated into several languages and have earned him a worldwide following szasz was a man of
towering intellect sweeping historical knowledge and deep rooted mostly libertarian philosophical
beliefs he wrote with a lucid and acerbic wit but usually in a way that is accessible to general readers
his books cautioned against the indiscriminate power of psychiatry in courts and in society and
against the apparent rush to medicalize all human folly they have spawned an eponymous ideology
that has influenced to various degrees laws relating to mental health in several countries and states
this book critically examines the legacy of thomas szasz a man who challenged the very concept of
mental illness and questioned several practices of psychiatrists the book surveys his many
contributions including those in psychoanalysis which are very often overlooked by his critics while
admiring his seminal contribution to the debate the book will also point to some of his assertions

that merit closer scrutiny contributors to the book are drawn from various disciplines including
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psychiatry philosophy and law and are from various countries including the united states canada
new zealand united kingdom and the netherlands some contributors knew thomas szasz personally
and spent many hours with him discussing issues he raised in his books and articles the book will be

fascinating reading for anyone interested in matters of mental health human rights and ethics

the landmark book that argued that psychiatry consistently expands its definition of mental illness to
impose its authority over moral and cultural conflict new york times the 50th anniversary edition of
the most influential critique of psychiatry every written with a new preface on the age of prozac and
ritalin and the rise of designer drugs plus two bonus essays thomas szasz s classic book
revolutionized thinking about the nature of the psychiatric profession and the moral implications of
its practices by diagnosing unwanted behavior as mental illness psychiatrists szasz argues absolve
individuals of responsibility for their actions and instead blame their alleged illness he also critiques
freudian psychology as a pseudoscience and warns against the dangerous overreach of psychiatry

into all aspects of modern life

thomas szasz wrote over thirty books and several hundred articles replete with mordant criticism of
psychiatry in both scientific and popular periodicals his works made him arguably one of the world s
most recognized psychiatrists albeit one of the most controversial these writings have been
translated into several languages and have earned him a worldwide following szasz was a man of
towering intellect sweeping historical knowledge and deep rooted mostly libertarian philosophical
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as it entered the 1960s american institutional psychiatry was thriving with a high percentage of
medical students choosing the field but after thomas s szasz published his masterwork in 1961 the
myth of mental illness the psychiatric world was thrown into chaos szasz enlightened the world
about what he called the myth of mental illness his point was not that no one is mentally ill or that

people labeled as mentally ill do not exist instead he believed that diagnosing people as mentally ill
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was inconsistent with the rules governing pathology and the classification of disease he asserted that
the diagnosis of mental illness is a type of social control not medical science the editors were
uniquely close to szasz and here they gather for the first time a group of their peers experts on
psychiatry psychology rhetoric and semiotics to elucidate szasz s body of work thomas s szasz the
man and his ideas examines his work and legacy including new material on the man himself and the
seeds he planted they discuss szasz s impact on their thinking about the distinction between physical
and mental illness addiction the insanity plea schizophrenia and implications for individual freedom
and responsibility this important volume offers insight into and understanding of a man whose

ideas were far beyond his time
the complete list of the works of thomas s szasz pages 237 253
the complete list of the works of thomas s szasz pages 237 253

the human mind abhors the absence of explanation but full understanding is never possible human
understanding is likely to be incomplete at best and more often utterly fallacious to make matters
worse it is likely to be supported as truth and wisdom by religious and scientific authority
intellectual fashion and social convention in words to the wise thomas szasz offers a compendium of
thoughts observations and aphorisms that address our understanding of a broad range of subjects
from birth to death in this book szasz tackles a problem intrinsic to the human condition what
problem in the words of the american humorist josh billings the trouble with people is not what
they don t know but that they know so much that ain t so many of thomas szasz s books have been
devoted to exposing what ain t so about mental illness and psychiatry here szasz applies the same
skeptical spirit to the larger problem of people knowing much that ain t so about addiction szasz
observes if a person ingests a drug prohibited by legislators and claims that it makes him feel better
that proves he is an addict if he ingests a drug prescribed by a psychiatrist and claims that it makes
him feel better that proves that mental illness is a biomedical disease about beauty beauty is in the
eye of the beholder ugliness is in the personality of the beholden about libertarians libertarians
regard liberty as contingent on the right to property scientists regard disease as contingent on
pathological alteration of the body all libertarians reject the notion of socialist liberty yet many
accept the notion of mental disease or about power many of my critics say i am hostile to medicine
and physicians they are wrong i am hostile only to the power of the medical profession and of
physicians szasz notes that despite enormous social pressure for a shared perspective on how the

world works and how we ought to live every person saunde

since he published the myth of mental illness in 1961 professor of psychiatry thomas szasz has been
the scourge of the psychiatric establishment in dozens of books and articles he has argued
passionately and knowledgeably against compulsory commitment of the mentally ill against the war

on drugs against the insanity defense in criminal trials against the diseasing of voluntary
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humanpractices such as addiction and homosexual behavior against the drugging of schoolchildren
with ritalin and for the right to suicide most controversial of all has been his denial that mental
illness is a literal disease treatable by medical practitioners in szasz under fire psychologists
psychiatrists and other leading experts who disagree with szasz on specific issues explain the reasons
with no holds barred and szasz replies cogently and pungently to each of them topics debated
include the nature of mental illness the right to suicide the insanity defense the use and abuse of
drugs and the responsibilities of psychiatrists and therapists these exchanges are preceded by szasz s

autobiography and followed by a bibliography of his works
1 copy located in circulation

a sensitive policy analysis of law should seek to measure and weigh all of the costs and benefits of
legal rules this book suggests ways in which mental health law can be reshaped not only to protect
the legal rights of patients but also to improve their mental health a lesson on where and how to
focus the therapeutic jurisprudence lens so that the concept generates original and fruitful ideas
thomas grisso ph d university of massachusetts department of psychiatry the chapters demonstrate
that therapeutic jurisprudence provides a remarkable number of new insights into mental disability
law litigators scholars policy makers and mental disability professionals all owe professor winick a
tremendous debt for the thoughtful original and provocative work that he has done michael | perlin
new york law school for novices in the field it is an exciting view of a difficult corner of the law for
those who have spent their careers in the area this work is both eye opening and rejuvenating

christopher slobogin university of florida college of law

schizophrenia the sacred symbol of psychiatry examines the concept of schizophrenia and the
origins of its classification as a disease szasz convincing argues that rather than a medical diagnosis

the word schizophrenia is a symbol employed by psychiatrists as a means of control

selections from magazine articles speeches and other sources examining the issue of mental illness in

the united states

the myth of psychotherapy is a provocative critique of psychotherapy and its role in modern society
szasz contends that mental illness itself is a myth a construct used to justify psychiatric intervention
and social control he examines how therapists offer guidance and moral judgment under the guise of
medical treatment and explores how psychotherapy has been used as a tool for repression shaping
individuals to conform to societal norms rather than addressing genuine medical conditions szasz
challenges the legitimacy of psychiatric diagnoses and the therapeutic industry arguing that personal
struggles should be understood as problems in living rather than as medical disorders his work is
deeply philosophical questioning the ethical implications of labeling individuals as mentally ill and

subjecting them to treatment
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