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disasters kill maim and generate increasingly large economic losses but they do not wreak their
damage equally across populations and every disaster has social dimensions at its very core this
important book sheds light on the social conditions and on the global national and local processes
that produce disasters topics covered include the social roots of disaster vulnerability exposure to
natural hazards such as hurricanes and tsunamis as a form of environmental injustice and emerging
threats written by a leading expert in the field this book provides the necessary frameworks for
understanding hazards and disasters exploring the contributions of very different social science fields
to disaster research and showing how these ideas have evolved over time bringing the social
aspects of recent devastating disasters to the forefront tierney discusses the challenges of
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conducting research in the aftermath of disasters and critiques the concept of disaster resilience
which has come to be seen as a key to disaster risk reduction peppered with case studies research
examples and insights from very different disciplines this rich introduction is an invaluable resource
to students and scholars interested in the social nature of disasters and their relation to broader
social forces

this series is dedicated to serving the growing community of scholars and practitioners concerned
with the principles and applications of environ mental management each volume is a thorough
treatment of a specific topic of importance for proper management practices a fundamental ob
jective of these books is to help the reader discern and implement man s stewardship of our
environment and the world s renewable resources for we must strive to understand the relationship
between man and nature act to bring harmony to it and nurture an environment that is both stable
and productive these objectives have often eluded us because the pursuit of other in dividual and
societal goals has diverted us from a course of living in balance with the environment at times
therefore the environmental manager may have to exert restrictive control which is usually best
applied to man not nature attempts to alter or harness nature have often failed or backfired as
exemplified by the results of imprudent use of herbicides fertilizers water and other agents each book
in this series will shed light on the fundamental and applied aspects of environmental management it
is hoped that each will help solve a practical and serious environmental problem robert s desanto
east lyme connecticut acknowledgments compilation of the materials reviewed in this inventory was
facilitated greatly by several staff members of the disaster research center university of delaware
formerly at the ohio state university and the natural haz ards research and applications information
center university of colorado

in a book as illuminating as it is captivating thomas e drabek presents an in depth analysis of the
emotional impacts of disaster events and the many ripple effects that follow through the technique of
storytelling a series of nine fictional stories where characters experience actual disasters of different
types throughout the united states illustrate the vulnerabilities and resilience to enhance the readers
understanding of disaster consequences designed for classroom use each story is followed by an
analysis section wherein discussion and research paper topics are recommended these highlight
links to published research findings a references section details citations for all works included brief
commentary in a notes section adds further connections to other disasters and relevant research
studies the sociology of disaster is an important innovation in disaster education and will become an
invaluable resource within universities and colleges that offer degrees in emergency management at
both the undergraduate and graduate levels
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understanding of disaster consequences designed for classroom use each story is followed by an
analysis section wherein discussion and research paper topics are recommended these highlight
links to published research findings a references section details citations for all works included brief
commentary in a notes section adds further connections to other disasters and relevant research
studies the sociology of disaster is an important innovation in disaster education and will become an
invaluable resource within universities and colleges that offer degrees in emergency management at
both the undergraduate and graduate levels

how and why did credible scientists engineers government officials journalists and others collectively
give rise to a drastic failure to control the threat to the population of the fukushima disaster why was
there no effort on the part of inter organizational networks well coordinated in the nuclear village to
prevent the risks from turning into a disaster this book answers these questions by formulating the
concept of structural disaster afresh first the book presents the path dependent development of
structural disaster through a sociological reformulation of path dependent mechanisms not only in the
context of nuclear energy but also in the context of renewable energy secondly it traces the origins of
structural disaster to a secret accident involving standardized military technology immediately before
world war ii and opportunistic utilization of the great kanto earthquake of 1923 thus reconstructing
the development of structural disaster within a long term historical perspective maintaining distance
from conflicts of interest and cultural essentialisms this book highlights configurations and
mechanisms of structural disasters that are far more persistent more universal but less visible and
that have turned risk into suffering the book seeks to cast light on an important new horizon of the
science technology society interface in the sociology of science and technology science and
technology studies the sociology of disaster the social history of the military industrial university
complex and beyond

disasters such as the 9 11 terrorist attacks the indian ocean tsunami and hurricane katrina illustrate
the salience and complexity of disasters both scholars and practitioners therefore agree that we must
take a more proactive and holistic approach to emergency management which should logically be
derived from a sound understanding of the academic literature and the most pressing concerns
facing professionals in the field today disciplines disasters and emergency management reviews
what is known about catastrophic events from the standpoint of various academic areas of study the
introdu

organizing is represented by a structural code having four elements domains d tasks t human and
material resources r and activities a the code is used to empirically record differences between
formal organizing and collective behavior as the most immediate structural setting within which role
enactment occurs

natural disasters traumatize individuals disrupt families and destabilize communities surviving these
harrowing events calls for courage tenacity and resilience professional planning requires specific
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types of knowledge of how people meet and cope with extreme challenges disaster resilience from a
sociological perspective examines three major earthquakes occurring in italy over a fourteen year
period for a well documented analysis of populations responses to and recovery from disaster the
social variables involved and the participation of public agencies this timely volume reviews
sociological definitions and models of disaster identifying core features of vulnerability and multiple
levels of individual and social resilience the analysis contrasts the structural and supportive roles of
italy s civil protection and civil defense services in emergency planning and management as
examples of what the author terms professional resilience and testimony from earthquake survivors
and volunteers gives voice to the social processes characteristic of disaster among the areas
covered social context for concepts of disaster vulnerability risk and resilience types of resilience a
multidimensional analysis focused on a physical ecological and ecosystem perspective findings from
three earthquakes loss hope and community two systems of organizational response to emergencies
toward a relational approach to disaster resilience planning plus helpful tables methodological notes
and appendices for researchers in disaster preparedness psychology and sociology disaster
resilience from a sociological perspective raises and addresses salient questions about people and
communities in crisis and how studying them can improve preparedness in an uncertain future

are conflict situations such as the ethnic clashes in yugoslavia or rwanda terrorist attacks and riots
the same kind of social crises as those generated by natural and technological happenings such as
earthquakes and chemical explosions in what is a disaster social science disaster researchers from
six different disciplines advance their views on what a disaster is clashes in conceptions are
highlighted through the book s unique juxtaposition of the authors separately advanced views a
reaction paper to each set of views is presented by an experienced disaster researcher in turn the
original authors provide a response to what has been said about their views what is a disaster sets
out the huge conceptual differences that exist concerning what a disaster is and presents important
implications for both theory study and practice

this book looks at how the multiplicity of formal and informal normative systems that actualize the
post disaster recovery goals of the country s disaster risk reduction and management act of 2010
has resulted in the inadequate housing and relocation of typhoon ketsana victims in the philippines
using the sociological and normative pluralist perspectives and the case study method it evaluates
the level of conformity of the components of the housing project according to international
conventions and legal standards it highlights the negative unintended consequences caused by the
complex normative regimes of various competing stakeholders rigid real estate regulation and the
unscrupulous involvement of powerful and corrupt real estate developers and housing groups as
largely contributing to the project s deviation from the law s proactive objectives this book attempts
to promote the socio legal perspectives which have long been overlooked in disaster research finally
it invites policymakers to enact a comprehensive disaster law and create a one stop disaster
management agency to improve the long term rehabilitation of disaster victims in developing
countries such as the philippines
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the methods of disaster research are indistinguishable from those used throughout the social
sciences yet these methods must be applied under unique circumstances researchers new to this
field need to understand how the disaster context affects the application of the methods of research
this volume written by some of the worlds leading specialists in disaster research provides for the
first time a primer on disaster research methods among the topics covered are qualitative field
studies and survey research underutilized approaches such as cross national studies simulations
and historical methods and newer tools utilizing geographic information systems the internet and
economic modeling

to find more information on rowman littlefield titles please visit us at rowmanlittlefield com

this book presents an original interdisciplinary approach to the study of the so called recovery phase
in disaster management centred on the notion of repairing the volume advances thinking on disaster
recovery that goes beyond institutional and managerial challenges descriptions and analyses it
encourages socially politically and ethically engaged questioning of what it means to recover after
disaster at the centre of this analysis contributions examine the diversity of processes of repairing
through which recovery can take place and the varied meanings actors attribute to repair at different
times and scales of such processes it also analyses the multiple arenas juridical expert political in
which actors struggle to make sense of the what ness of a disaster and the paths for recovery these
struggles are interlinked with interest based and power based struggles which maintain structural
inequality and exploitation existing social hierarchies and established forms of marginality the work
uses case studies from all over the world cutting edge theoretical discussions and original empirical
research to put critical and interpretative approaches in social sciences into dialogue opening the
venue for innovative approaches in the study of environmental disasters this book will be of much
interest to students of disaster management sociology anthropology law and philosophy

this timely handbook is based on the principle that disasters are social constructions and focuses on
social science disaster research it provides an interdisciplinary approach to disasters with theoretical
methodological and practical applications attention is given to conceptual issues dealing with the
concept disaster and to methodological issues relating to research on disasters these include
geographic information systems as a useful research tool and its implications for future research this
seminal work is the first interdisciplinary collection of disaster research as it stands now while
outlining how the field will continue to grow

in the wake of disruption and disaster cooperation among members of a collective is refocused on
matters of status membership and the formation of coalitions in an important contribution to
sociological theory hendrik vollmer emphasizes the processes through which disruptions not only
affect but also transform social order drawing on erving goffman s understanding of framing and the
interaction order as well as from a range of insights from contemporary sociological theory and
ethnographic historical and organizational research vollmer addresses the dynamics of disaster and
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disaster response within the framework of a general theory of disruption and social order it is
proposed that the adjustment of cooperation in favour of coalition forming strategies is robust in both
informal and organized social settings and transcends the micro and macro approaches currently
favoured by theorists offering a systematic sociological analysis of the impact of disruptiveness this
book investigates how punctuated cooperation precipitates social change publisher s website
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