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a comparative study of the lives and careers of hitler and stalin alternate chapters on each
serve both to draw contrasts and highlight parallels the author gives his reasons for
believing that the key to an understanding the character of the two is the same

laurence rees brilliantly combines powerful eye witness testimony vivid narrative and
compelling analysis in this superb account of how two terrible dictators led their countries
in the most destructive and inhumane war in history professor sir ian kershaw author of
hitler hubris and hitler nemesis two 20th century tyrants stand apart from all the rest in
terms of their ruthlessness and the degree to which they changed the world around them
briefly allies during world war ii adolph hitler and josef stalin then tried to exterminate
each other in sweeping campaigns unlike anything the modern world had ever seen
affecting soldiers and civilians alike millions of miles of eastern europe were ruined in
their fight to the death millions of lives sacrificed laurence rees has met more people who
had direct experience of working for hitler and stalin than any other historian using their
evidence he has pieced together a compelling comparative portrait of evil in which
idealism is polluted by bloody pragmatism and human suffering is used casually as a
political tool it s a jaw dropping description of two regimes stripped of moral anchors and
doomed to destroy each other and those caught up in the vicious magnetism of their
leadership

with the opening of russian and communist bloc archives dating from the soviet era there
has been a significant increase of scholarly writings pertaining to joseph stalin widely
considered to be among the most influential historical figures of the twentieth century
stalin continues to be a source of intense study in the absence of a comprehensive
compilation of periodical literature the need for joseph stalin an annotated bibliography of
english language periodical literature to 2005 is conspicuous ranging from editorials and
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news reports to academic articles the more than 1 700 sources cited collectively cover the
full range of his life the various aspects of his leadership and virtually all facets of the
system and practices traditionally associated with his name the coverage in this
bibliography extends beyond the person of stalin to include the subjects of stalinism the
stalinist system the stalin phenomenon and those policies and practices of the communist
party and soviet state associated with him this volume also provides a record of scholarly
opinion on stalin and sheds light on the evolution and current state of stalinology an effort
has been made to list only those articles in which stalin figures prominently but in some
instances articles have been included which do not center on stalin but are worthy of
listing for other reasons the book is divided into fourteen main sections general studies
and overviews biographical information and psychological assessments the revolutionary
movement october revolution and civil war rise to power politics economics society and
social policy nationalism and nationality policy culture religion philosophy and theory
foreign relations and international communism military affairs and de stalinization
including a subject index of several hundred headings and even greater number of
subheadings this comprehensive annotated bibliography should be of benefit to those
individuals who for the purpose of research or classroom

an animated adaptation of the story of the same title by maurice sendak in which a small
boy makes a visit to the land of the wild things tells how he tames the creatures and
returns home for primary grades

kissinger defines diplomacy with an overview of his own interpretation of history and
personal accounts of negotiations with world leaders

challenging previous accounts megargee shatters the myth that german generals would
have prevailed in world war ii if only hitler had not meddled in their affairs instead he
observes that the military s strategic ideas were no better than hitler s and often were
worse 20 photos

there is still a widespread assumption that the second world war was won in the west
when in fact the tide was first turned on the eastern front this book written by two
internationally known experts on the subject argues that hitler s ostkrieg was the central
event of the global conflict between the allies and the axis powers however this is much
more than a traditional military political history it deals with nazi crimes and economic
exploitation with the psychological war no less significantly this volume provides a guide
to the extensive literature on the war in the east including largely unknown soviet writing
on the subject indispensable for military historians but also for all scholars who approach
this crucial period in world history from a socio economic or cultural perspective

it seemed that whenever mussolini acted on his own it was bad news for hitler indeed the
fuhrer s relations with his axis partners were fraught with an almost total lack of
coordination compared to the allies the coalition was hardly an alliance at all focusing on
germany s military relations with italy romania hungary and finland richard dinardo
unearths a wealth of information that reveals how the axis coalition largely undermined
hitler s objectives from the eastern front to the balkans mediterranean and north africa
dinardo argues that the axis military alliance was doomed from the beginning by a lack of
common war aims the absence of a unified command structure and each nation s
fundamental mistrust of the others germany was disinclined to make the kinds of
compromises that successful wartime partnerships demanded and because hitler insisted
on separate pacts with each nation italy and finland often found themselves conducting
counterproductive parallel wars on their own dinardo s detailed assessments of ground
naval and air operations reveal precisely why the axis allies were so dysfunctional as a
collective force sometimes for seemingly mundane but vital reasons a shortage of
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interpreters for example his analysis covers coalition warfare at every level demonstrating
that some military services were better at working with their allies than others while also
pointing to rare successes such as rommel s effective coordination with italian forces in
north africa in the end while some individual axis units fought with distinction if not on a
par with the vaunted wehrmacht and helped germany achieve some of its military aims
the coalition s overall military performance was riddled with disappointments breaking
new ground dinardo s work enlarges our understanding of germany s defeat while at the
same time offering a timely reminder of the challenges presented by coalition warfare

like its predecessor one of the most popular volumes in the european history series this
second edition provides a unique interpretative comparison of the economics propaganda
culture and education and healthcare systems of all three forms of european
totalitarianism punctuated by vivid portraits of the dictators youths early careers personal
relationships management styles and cults of personality the second edition of this
fascinating book features a greatly expanded photographic essay as well as a
consideration of the very latest scholarship this succinct and adept description of
probably the most frightening phenomenon of the twentieth century remains ideal for use
in courses on german european and world history its broad interdisciplinary scope also
makes it an excellent choice of supplementary reading for courses in government
international relations economics sociology women s studies and ethics

reviews of significant fiction and nonfiction published in 1992 provides coverage for works
that are likely to be of particular interest to the general reader that reflect the publishing
trends of a given year and that will stand up to the test of time

this study of illness in heads of government between 1901 and 2007 considers how illness
and therapy both physical and mental affect the process of government and decision
making leading to acts of folly in the sense of stupidity or rashness

this bibliography is a compilation of approximately 3500 english language works by and
about the major political leaders and military figures of the second world war the
bibliography is intended to aid librarians in answering reference questions concerning
what works are available on a certain individual to aid graduate and undergraduate
students in researching potential historical topics and to aid the general reader in
choosing a good biography of a particular individual

includes no 53a british wartime books for young people
did the west win or did inherent flaws doom the soviet system from the start book jacket

the use of terror has been a characteristic of russia from the days of the tsars during the
great patriotic war soviet soldiers and citizens feared not only the germans but the secret
police the agents of the nkvd waged a merciless campaign against their own people the
full extent of this operation is told in this compelling study

the tyrants discussed in the nature of despotism share common backgrounds behaviours
and motivations that when viewed together can be seen as forming the character of the
despot from more predictable origins such as violent miserable childhoods to those that
seem more surprising such as frustrated artistic impulses each aspect of despotic cause
and effect is examined in detail
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