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oscar wilde called this collection of essays the holy writ of beauty published to
great  acclaim in  1837 it  examines  the  work  of  renaissance  artists  such  as
winckelmann  and  the  then  neglected  botticelli  and  includes  a  celebrated
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discussion of the mona lisa in a study of da vinci thebook strongly influenced art
students  and aesthetes  of  the  day  and is  still  valuable  for  the  insights  it  offers
and the beauty of the writing

art comes to you professing frankly to give nothing but the highest quality to
your moments as they pass and simply for those moments sake in studies in the
history  of  the  renaissance  1873  a  diffident  oxford  don  produced  an  audacious
and  incalculably  influential  defence  of  aestheticism  through  his  highly
idiosyncratic  readings  of  some  of  the  finest  paintings  sculptures  and  poems  of
the french and italian renaissance pater redefined the practice of criticism as an
impressionistic almost erotic exploration of the critic s aesthetic responses at the
same time reclaiming the hellenism that  he saw as  the most  characteristic
aspect of the renaissance he implicitly celebrated homoerotic friendship pater s
infamous conclusion  which  forever  linked him with  the  decadent  movement
scandalized many with its insistence on making pleasure the sole motive of life
even as it charmed fellow aesthetes such as oscar wilde this edition of studies
reproduces  the  text  of  the  first  edition  recapturing  its  initial  impact  and  the
introduction celebrates its doomed attempt to stand out against the processes of
industrialization about the series for over 100 years oxford world s classics has
made  available  the  widest  range  of  literature  from around  the  globe  each
affordable  volume  reflects  oxford  s  commitment  to  scholarship  providing  the
most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features including expert
introductions by leading authorities helpful notes to clarify the text up to date
bibliographies for further study and much more

reproduction of the original

the renaissance is a strikingly original and influential collection of essays in which
walker pater gave memorable expression to an aesthetic view of life it has never
before been published in a scholarly edition donald l hill reproduces pater s text
of 1893 with a record of all verbal variations in other editions from the early
magazine versions to the library edition of 1910 mr hill provides a full set of
critical and explanatory notes on each of pater s essays headnotes outlining the
story of its composition publication and reception and an essay on the history of
the book as a whole students of pater and the aesthetic movement in england
will find this new annotated edition indispensable

the  subjects  of  the  following  studies  are  taken  from  the  history  of  the
renaissance and touch what i think the chief points in that complex many sided
movement
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in  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  century  italy  many  leading  citizens  constructed  and
furnished  distinctive  studies  for  themselves  the  study  was  an  individually
designed room for private and social use as an office library a family archive or
treasury as the nucleus of an art collection or as a space for contemplation this
book is an account of the renaissance italian study and its contents illustrated
with depictions of studies and the precious and unusual objects they contained
the  book  examines  the  significance  of  the  study  to  its  owner  and  visitors  its
structure  and location  and the  prized  possessions  that  might  fill  such  a  special
room
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Variety: We regularly update our
library to bring you the most recent
releases, timeless classics, and hidden
gems across fields. There's always
something new to discover.

Community Engagement: We cherish
our community of readers. Connect
with us on social media, share your
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