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the relationship between the church and the world has been a subject of debate since the church s
earliest days stanley hauerwas with his emphasis on the church as polis has made a significant
contemporary contribution one that has also faced strong criticism this study examines the
distinctive insights of second generation neo calvinist theologian klaas schilder 1890 1952 on this
issue neo calvinism is renowned for its development of reformed theology particularly in this area
and schilder builds on this tradition with a critical eye engaging with the increasing secularity of the
twentieth century he carefully interacts with karl barth s writings while refining his own perspective
in doing so schilder s position comes close to the anabaptist stance of hauerwas yet remains firmly
rooted in the reformed understanding of creation
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