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no further information has been provided for this title

this book offers in depth accounts of encounters between chinese and african social and economic actors that have been increasing
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rapidly since the early 2000s with a clear focus on social changes be it quotidian behaviour or specific practices the authors

employ multi disciplinary approaches in analysing the various impacts that the intensifying interaction between chinese and africans in

their roles as ethnic and cultural others entrepreneurial migrants traders employers employees etc have on local developments and

transformations within the host societies be they on the african continent or in china the dynamics of social change addressed in case

studies cover processes of social mobility through migration adaptation of business practices changing social norms consumption

patterns labour relations and mutual perceptions cultural brokerage exclusion and inclusion gendered experiences and powerful

imaginations of china contributors are karsten giese guive khan mohammad katy lam ben lampert kelly si miao liang laurence marfaing

gordon mathews giles mohan amy niang yoon jung park alena thiel naima topkiran

despite the dynamic growth of its economy over the last 20 years china still has a long way to go to catch up with japan in

commercial and technological terms japan is still the dominant economy in east asia and is still the leading source of product

production and management innovations in the region especially in the automotive and electronic industries however china is closing the

gap year by year the development of bilateral foreign trade the increase of japanese fdi and oda towards china and intensified financial

and technical co operation illustrate the considerable potential for mutually profitable business the chinese market is opening up and

chinese products are increasingly gaining competitiveness in world markets threatening the incumbent japanese firms japanese and chinese

companies face each other across a changing competitive environment which is posing new challenges to corporate and business

strategies within the context of these developments this book looks from different perspectives at how japanese companies are reacting

to the challenges and opportunities offered by china

in contemporary discourse on china africa relations there are on the one hand the sino pessimists who see china as a giant vacuum
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cleaner sucking up africa s resources in order to fuel its own rapid industrialization and destroying africa s development potential in

the process on the other hand the sino optimists see china as the ultimate savior of africa capable of or willing to develop the

continent between the two divergent schools of thought are those sitting on the fence for the time being the sino pragmatists who

are less sanguine for sure about what africa would gain from china africa relations but are nevertheless willing to reserve judgment

until the dust settles this book is innovative in two ways it introduces a regional approach to the study of china africa relations

by focusing on eastern and southern africa and it puts forward a disciplinary framework disciplinary in both senses of that term for

interrogating the burgeoning literature about china africa relations by conceptualizing the three schools of thought mentioned above

since the late 1970s china has experienced an unprecedented pace of urbanization in 1978 only 17 8 of the population resided in

urban areas but by 2013 the level of urbanization had reached 53 8 during the same period china also enjoyed spectacular economic

growth china had become the second largest economy in the world by 2012 just behind the united states despite china s highly

acclaimed achievements in urbanization and its economic miracle urban china confronts a set of significant challenges this book provides

theoretically informed and empirically rich analyses of some of the key challenges facing china s urbanization the first part deals with

new patterns of urbanization focusing on comprehensive measures and environmental dimensions of urbanization the second part of the

book focuses on several aspects related to migrants in cities migrant entrepreneurship return migration and local people s attitudes

toward migrants the final section examines two key issues important for migrants urban local residents and policy makers that have

become quite contentious in china today housing and urban health care this collection presents original cutting edge research on some

of the most pressing challenges confronting contemporary urban china conducted by researchers from multiple social science disciplines

it will appeal to scholars and advanced students of urban studies and china studies as well as those in sociology anthropology

geography and political science
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china s accession to the world trade organization wto has been hailed as the biggest coming out party in the history of capitalism

its membership eventually will contribute to higher standards of living for its citizens and increased growth for its economy but why

would the chinese communist regime voluntarily agree to comply with the many complex rules of the global trading system since it

has already become the world s seventh largest trading country while avoiding these constraints by remaining outside the system the

answer to this question forms the basis for this new book nicholas lardy explores the many pressures on the chinese government both

external and internal to comply with the standards of the rule based international trading system lardy points out that prior to

entry into the wto china enjoyed high growth rates and more foreign direct investment than any other emerging economy he draws on a

wealth of scholarship and experience to explain how china s leadership expects to leverage the increased foreign competition inherent in

its wto commitments to accelerate its domestic economic reform program leading to the shrinkage and transformation of inefficient

money losing companies and hastening the development of a commercial credit culture in its banks lardy answers a number of other

questions about china s new wto membership including its effects on bilateral trade with the united states the possibility that china

will use its power to reshape the wto in the future the degree to which the terms of china s entry were more or less demanding than

those for other new members the ability of china s economy to successfully open to new imports and the prospects for new growth

in various sectors of china s economy made possible by wto accession this book will become an important tool for those who wish

to understand china s new role in the global trading system to take advantage of the new opportunities for investment in china

where can one get a synthesis of research findings on urban development planning in africa this book addresses this gap in knowledge

by distilling existing research to provide insights into theories research designs empirical findings and approaches on urban development

planning in africa starting with the overall planning culture and strategies the book chapters move on to specific themes such as

governance population poverty water recreation transport agriculture air quality and rural urban linkages this book reduces the
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prevailing risk of unnecessary duplication of research and the inadequate attention that is being given to extending research in new

areas this situation has partly been due to existing research remaining scattered in different organizations and publications and has

not been subjected to critical synthesis to unearth any new developments that it contains the book makes available research findings

to be utilized in current and future urban development planning in africa

today there are over a billion vehicles in the world and within twenty years the number will double largely a consequence of china

s and india s explosive growth given that greenhouse gases are already creating havoc with our climate and that violent conflict in

unstable oil rich nations is on the rise will matters only get worse or are there hopeful signs that effective realistic solutions can

be found blending a concise history of cars and their impact on the world leading transportation experts daniel sperling and deborah

gordon explain how we arrived at this state and what we can do about it sperling and gordon assign blame squarely where it

belongs on the auto industry short sighted government policies and consumers they explore such solutions as getting beyond the gas

guzzler monoculture re inventing cars searching for low carbon fuels and more promising advances in both transportation technology

and fuel efficiency together with shifts in traveler behavior they suggest offer us a way out of our predicament the authors

conclude that the two places that have the most troublesome emissions problems california and china are the most likely to become

world leaders on these issues arnold schwarzenegger s enlightened embrace of eco friendly fuel policies which he discusses in the

foreword and china s forthright recognition that it needs far reaching environmental and energy policies suggest that if they can

tackle the issue effectively and honestly then there really is reason for hope updated with a new afterword that sheds light on the

profound changes in the global economy in the last year two billion cars makes the case for why and how we need to transform

transportation now more than ever authoritatively prescriptive tom vanderbilt wilson quarterly provocative and pleasurable far

seeing and refreshing fact based and yet a page turner global in scope but rooted in real places the authors make a convincing case
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that smart consumers driving smart electric drive cars can find the critical path to a safer planet robert socolow princeton

university in this insightful and persuasive book sperling and gordon highlight one of the biggest environmental challenges of this

century two billion cars they rightly contend that we cannot avert the worst of global warming without making our cars cleaner

and petroleum free luckily the authors also offer a roadmap for navigating this problem that is both visionary and achievable

frances beinecke president natural resources defense council
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