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the concept of law is one of the most influential texts in english language jurisprudence
50 years after its first publication its relevance has not diminished and in this third
edition leslie green adds an introduction that places the book in a contemporary
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context highlighting key questions about hart s arguments and outlining the main
debates it has prompted in the field the complete text of the second edition is
replicated here including hart spostscript with fully updated notes to include modern
references and further reading

more than 50 years after it was first published the concept of law remains the most
important work of legal philosophy in the english speaking world in this volume written
for both students and specialists 13 leading scholars look afresh at hart s great book
unique in format the volume proceeds sequentially through all the main ideas in the
concept of law each contributor addresses a single chapter of hart s book critically
discussing its arguments in light of subsequent developments in the field four
concluding essays assess the continued relevance for jurisprudence of the persistent
qguestions identified by hart at the beginning of the concept of law the collection also
includes hart s answers to eight questions written in 1988 and never before published
in english contributors include timothy endicott richard hs tur pavlos eleftheriadis john
gardner grant lamond nicos stavropoulos leslie green john tasioulas jeremy waldron
john finnis frederick schauer pierluigi chiassoni and nicola lacey

talk about law often includes reference to ideals of justice equality or freedom but what
do we refer to when we speak about ideals in the context of law this book explores the
concept of ideals by combining an investigation of different theories of ideals with a
discussion of the role of ideals in law a comparison of the theories of gustav radbruch
and philip selznick leads up to a pragmatist theory of legal ideals which provides an
interesting new position in the debate about values in law between legal positivists and
natural law thinkers attention for law s central ideals enables us to understand law s
autonomous character while at the same time tracing its connection to societal values
essential reading for anyone interested in the role of values or ideals in law

this volume contains the opinions of the great jurist hermann kantorowicz on various
fundamental questions of law and the bounds of legal science

law is generally understood to be a mirror of society that functions to maintain social
order focusing on this general understanding this text conducts a survey of western
legal and social theories about law and its relationship within society
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understanding the nature of law explores methodological questions about how best to
explain law among these questions one is central is there something about law which
determines how it should be theorized this novel book explains the importance of

debates surrounding the concept of law are not new for a wide variety of reasons and
in @ wide variety of ways the meaning of law has long been an important part of
western thought both within legal scholarship and beyond the contributors to concepts
of law are international experts from the fields of comparative law legal philosophy and
the social sciences combining theoretical analyses with case studies they explore
various legal concepts and contexts from diverse national and disciplinary perspectives
legal and normative pluralism is a theme throughout some chapters discuss the
development of state law and legal systems others wrestle with law s rhetoric and the
potential utility of alternative vocabularies e g governance and governmentality others
reveal the rich polyjurality of the present from the local to the global the result is a rich
picture of both present scholarship on laws and norms and the state of contemporary
legal complexity each crossing traditional boundaries

the book has extensive notes on the theoretical work of other jurists including
references to austin s imperative theory kelson s theory of basic norm and fuller s
natural law theory

the concept of law lies at the heart of our social and political life shaping the character
of our community and underlying issues from racism and abortion to human rights
and international war but what actually is law a set of naturally occurring moral
principles or simply rules agreed by a particular society what is a right and what rights
should people actually have is law really colour blind and gender blind can the law truly
tell us whether gay marriages are immoral what s wrong with racism or whether we
should go to war revealing the intriguing and challenging nature of legal philosophy
with clarity and enthusiasm raymond wacks explores the notion of law and its role in
our lives referring to key thinkers from aristotle to rawls bentham dworkin h | a hart
and derrida he looks at the central questions behind legal theory that have fascinated
lawyers and philosophers and anyone who ever wondered about law s relation to
justice morality and democracy about the series the very short introductions series
from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area
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these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our
expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable

the last decade has witnessed a particularly intensive debate over methodological
issues in legal theory the publication of julie dickson s evaluation and legal theory 2001
was significant as were collective returns to h | a hart s postscript to the concept of law
while influential articles have been written in disparate journals no single collection of
the most important papers exists this volume the first in a three volume series aims
not only to fill that gap but also propose a systematic agenda for future work the
editors have selected articles written by leading legal theorists including among others
leslie green brian leiter joseph raz ronald dworkin and william twining and organized
under four broad categories 1 problems and purposes of legal theory 2 the role of
epistemology and semantics in theorising about the nature of law 3 the relation
between morality and legal theory and 4 the scope of phenomena a general
jurisprudence ought to address

during the last decades legal theory has focused almost completely on norms rules and
arguments as the constitutive elements of law concepts were mostly neglected the
contributions to this volume try to remedy this neglect by elucidating the role concepts
play in law from different perspectives a main aim of this volume is to initiate a debate
about concepts in law Ake frandberg gives an overview of the many different uses of
concepts in law and shows amongst others that concepts in the law should not be
confused with the role of concepts in descriptions of the law dietmar von der pfordten
criticizes the restriction to norms as parts of the law in contemporary legal theory by
questioning what concepts are and what their function is both in general and in legal
conceptual schemes giovanni sartor assumes the inferential analysis of meaning
proposed by alf ross in his ground breaking paper td ti and addresses the question
how possession of a concept including the rules defining it is possible without
endorsing these rules jaap hage argues that 1 legal status words such as owner have a
meaning because they denote things or relations in institutional reality 2 the meaning
of these words consists in this denotation relation 3 knowledge of this meaning
presupposes knowledge of the rules governing these words torben spaak contributes
to this volume with an exemplary analysis of one of the most central concepts of the
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law namely that of a legal power lorenz kahler discusses the role of concepts in
determining the scope of application of legal rules and raises from this perspective the
guestion to what extent legal concept formation can be arbitrary ralf poscher argues
that as soon as a concept is used in stating the law the precise scope of application of
this concept has become a legal matter this means that the use of moral concepts in
the law does not automatically lead to a moral import into the law dennis patterson
holds that hart s concept of law can be understood as a so called practice theory and
provides an overview of such a theory

the book focuses on the relationship between law and politics as perceived by the legal
community and more specifically the transformation of politics into law after exploring
the relationship between law and politics as considered by the major modern schools
of legal theory the focus moves to the regions of interaction in which law and politics
meet termed the policy of law the policy of law is characterized in this work as the
stage of the law making process at which values entrenched in political decisions are
transformed into legal concepts in order to fit the existing legal system the space
labeled as policy of law is today mainly but not exclusively the domain of legal actors
consequently the identification of a branch of the legal discipline specifically devoted to
the investigation of the transformations of values into law is given the policy of law
analysis finally whether and to what extent the policy of law analysis can be
encompassed within the traditional legal discipline and more particularly as a part of
jurisprudence is explored zamboni ranges broadly and knowledgeably over vast areas
of legal theory but it is no mere taxonomising his argument is valuable and original it is
clear learned and never boring zenon bankowski university of edinburgh

this challenging book on jurisprudence begins by posing questions in the post modern
context and then seeks to bridge the gap between our traditions and contemporary
situation it offers a narrative encompassing the birth of western philosophy in the
greeks and moves through medieval christendom hobbes the defence of the common
law with david hume the beginnings of utilitarianism in adam smith bentham and john
stuart mill the hope for enlightenment with kant rousseau hegel and marx onto the
more pessimistic warnings of weber and nietzsche it defends the work of austin
against the reductionism of hla hart analyses the period of high modernity in the
writings of kelsen hart and fuller and compares the different approaches to justice of
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rawls and nozick the liberal defence of legality in ronald dworkin is contrasted with the

more disillusioned accounts of the critical legal studies movement and the

personalised accounts of prominent feminist writers

nigel simmonds provides an original critique of legal positivism arguing that the

institutions of law and the structures of legal thought can only be understood by

reference to a moral ideal an ideal of freedom or independence from the power of

others
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
we read, making books more accessible
than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire libraries in their
pockets. Among the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as
a popular choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what
makes these sites so valuable, and where
can you find the best ones? Let's dive into
the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook
sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially
if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast array of books
without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an internet connection.
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Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available
is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range
of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering
free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this
site provides a wealth of classic literature
in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks, making it a
fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries
and publishers worldwide. While not all
books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple
formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks
and business books, making it an
excellent resource for students and
professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to
avoid pirated content and protect your
devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're
not downloading pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors and
publishers but can also pose security
risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep
your devices updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in
downloaded files.
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Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has
the right to distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for
Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for
educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic
resources, including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,
from cooking to programming, making
these sites great for personal
development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook
sites provide a wealth of educational
materials for different grade levels and
subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook
Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find
biographies, self-help books, historical
texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the
financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora
of children's books, from picture books to
young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook
Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
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enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for
those with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert
written text into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook
reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your
ebook collection, making it easy to find
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and access your favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync
your library across multiple devices, so
you can pick up right where you left off,
no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites
come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and
transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks
requires an internet connection, which
can be a limitation in areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook
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sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely
make accessing and reading ebooks even
more seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally
will help more people benefit from free
ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the financial
burden. They are invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and interests,
providing educational materials,
entertainment, and accessibility features.
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So why not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of knowledge they
offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or
have the rights to distribute them. How
do I know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to
well-known and reputable sites like
Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Google Books. Check reviews and ensure
the site has proper security measures.
Can I download ebooks to any device?
Most free ebook sites offer downloads in
multiple formats, making them
compatible with various devices like e-
readers, tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many
free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which
are perfect for those who prefer listening
to their books. How can I support authors
if I use free ebook sites? You can support
authors by purchasing their books when
possible, leaving reviews, and sharing
their work with others.
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