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the appeal to our obligations to future generations is one of the most forceful emotional and effective arguments available to
politicians and citizens and is the cornerstone of all modern policies aimed at sustainable development yet the exact nature and
extent of these obligations are unclear who owes what to whom exactly and why this highly accessible book provides an extensive
and comprehensive overview of current research and theory about why and how we should protect future generations it exposes
how and why the interests of people today and those of future generations are often in conflict and what can be done it rebuts
critical concepts such as parfits non identity paradox and beckerman s denial of any possibility of intergenerational justice the core
of the book is the lucid application of a veil of ignorance to derive principles of intergenerational justice which show that our
duties to posterity are stronger than is often supposed tremmel s approach demands that each generation both consider and
improve the well being of future generations to measure the well being of future generations tremmel employs the human
development index rather than the metrics of utilitarian subjective happiness the book thus answers in detailed concrete terms the
two most important questions of every theory of intergenerational justice what to sustain and how much to sustain ultimately this
book provides a theory of intergenerational justice that is both intellectually robust and practical with wide applicability to law
policy economics climate change and all other contexts that affect future generations

the contributors to this volume undertake to establish the foundations and definitions of intergenerational justice and to explore its
capacity to guide us in policy and public opinion judgments we must make to face unprecedented issues we are changing the
biosphere and using resources to an extent never contemplated in the history of ethics deterioration of our oceans loss of topsoil
insecurity about potable water supplies the ozone hole global warming and the question about how to handle high level nuclear
waste which remains lethal perhaps 400 000 years from now are some examples whose consequences reach far beyond inherited
principles and policies of responsibility to others this handbook works to open a path for debate extension of our tradition and
invention of new thinking on these issues craig walton university of nevada las vegas us more than a handbook this collection is a
landmark work showing the way to a new ethics of intergenerational responsibility it raises in the most comprehensive way the
overarching ethical questions of our time what are the rights of future generations and how might present generations establish a
philosophical foundation for its responsibilities to generations to come peter blaze corcoran center for environmental and
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sustainability education florida gulf coast university us this important book provides a rich menu of history current theory and
future directions in constitutional law philosophy of rights and justice and the relations of economics and politics to time
institutions and the common good it is enlivened by back and forth discussions among the authors including some disagreements as
well as by applications to important contemporary issues such as climate change nuclear waste and public debt theoretic
considerations are nicely balanced with examples of the means adopted in a number of countries to establish a legal foundation for
protection of the quality of life for future generations neva goodwin tufts university us do we owe the future anything if so what
and why our capacity to affect the lives of future generations is greater than ever before but what principles should regulate our
relationship with people who don t yet exist this handbook offers a comprehensive survey of the key debates and pathbreaking
accounts of potential ways forward both ethical and institutional andrew dobson the open university uk this handbook provides a
detailed overview of various issues related to intergenerational justice comprising articles written by a distinguished group of
scholars from the international scientific community the handbook is divided into two main thematic sections foundations and
definitions of intergenerational justice and institutionalization of intergenerational justice the first part clarifies basic terms and
traces back the origins of the idea of intergenerational justice it also focuses on the problem of intergenerational buck passing in
the ecological context for example in relation to nuclear waste and the greenhouse effect at the same time it also sheds light on
the relationship between intergenerational justice and economics addressing issues such as public debt and financial sustainability
the innovative second part of the volume highlights how posterity can be institutionally protected such as by inserting relevant
clauses into national constitutions reading this volume is the best way to gain an overall knowledge of intergenerational justice an
extremely salient and topical issue of our time the handbook is an important contribution to the literature and will be of great
interest to academics and graduate students as well as readers interested in wider human rights issues

is it fair to leave the next generation a public debt is it defensible to impose legal rules on them through constitutional constraints
from combating climate change to ensuring proper funding for future pensions concerns about ethics between generations are
everywhere in this volume sixteen philosophers explore intergenerational justice part one examines the ways in which various
theories of justice look at the matter these include libertarian rawlsian sufficientarian contractarian communitarian marxian and
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reciprocity based approaches in part two the authors look more specifically at issues relevant to each of these theories such as
motivation to act fairly towards future generations the population dimension the formation of preferences through education and
how they impact on our intergenerational obligations and whether it is fair to rely on constitutional devices

focusing on contemporary social issues the environmental crisis population growth and demographic change and the question of
whether reparations are owed to indigenous peoples this study presents a theory of intergenerational justice that gives citizens
duties to past and future generations and explains what relationships between contemporary generations count as fair

can people alive now have duties to future generations the unborn millions if so what do we owe them what does justice mean in
an intergenerational context both between people who will coexist at some point and between generations that will never overlap
in this book axel gosseries provides a forensic examination of these issues comparing and analyzing various views about what we
owe our successors he discusses links between justice and sustainability and looks at the implications of the fact that our successors
preferences are heavily influenced by what we will actually leave them and by the education they receive he also points to how
these theoretical considerations apply to real life issues ranging from pension reform and brexit to biodiversity and the climate
crisis he ends by outlining how intergenerational considerations may translate into institutional design anyone grappling with the
dilemmas of our obligations to the future from students and scholars to policy makers and active citizens will find this an
invaluable theoretical and practical guide to this moral and political minefield

the appeal to our obligations to future generations is one of the most forceful emotional and effective arguments available to
politicians and citizens and is the cornerstone of all modern policies aimed at sustainable development yet the exact nature and
extent of these obligations are unclear who owes what to whom exactly and why this highly accessible book provides an extensive
and comprehensive overview of current research and theory about why and how we should protect future generations it exposes
how and why the interests of people today and those of future generations are often in conflict and what can be done it rebuts
critical concepts such as parfits non identity paradox and beckerman s denial of any possibility of intergenerational justice the core
of the book is the lucid application of a veil of ignorance to derive principles of intergenerational justice which show that our
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duties to posterity are stronger than is often supposed tremmel s approach demands that each generation both consider and
improve the well being of future generations to measure the well being of future generations tremmel employs the human
development index rather than the metrics of utilitarian subjective happiness the book thus answers in detailed concrete terms the
two most important questions of every theory of intergenerational justice what to sustain and how much to sustain ultimately this
book provides a theory of intergenerational justice that is both intellectually robust and practical with wide applicability to law
policy economics climate change and all other contexts that affect future generations

part i focuses on the problem of intergenerational buck passing in the ecological context and sheds light on the relationship
between intergenerational justice and economics part ii highlights how posterity can be institutionally protected

climate change poses questions of intergenerational justice but some of its features make it difficult to determine whether we have
obligations of climate justice to future generations this book offers a novel argument justifying the present generation s obligations
to future people livia ester luzzatto shows that we have intergenerational obligations because many of our actions are based on
presuppositions about future people when agents engage in such intergenerational actions they also acquire an obligation to
recognise those future people as agents within their principles of justice and with that a duty to respect their agency and autonomy
intergenerational challenges and climate justice also offers a way to circumvent the problems of non identity and non existence its
approach overcomes the intergenerational challenges of climate change by meeting three necessary criteria providing ways to cope
with uncertainty dealing with the complexity of climate change and including future people for their own sake the author meets
these criteria by adopting an action centred methodology that grounds our obligations of justice on the presuppositions of activity
this robust framework can be used to justify increased climate action and the greater inclusion of future oriented policies in current
decision making this book will be of great interest to academics and students concerned with the issues of climate and
intergenerational justice

this book presents an argument for environmental human rights as the basis of intergenerational environmental justice
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this volume analyses key theoretical institutional and legal aspects of intergenerational equity and justice in multi level sustainable
development treaty implementation

in intergenerational equity environmental and cultural concerns the editors have produced an important broad based volume on
intergenerational equity the authors explore the principle of intergenerational equity in many dimensions from the theoretical to the
practical while the primary focus is on intergenerational equity in the context of environmental resources and cultural heritage the
principle is also addressed in a broad array of other contexts the final section of the volume considers intergenerational justice as it
applies to indigenous peoples genocide migration sovereign wealth funds and foreign investment the chapters also provide a critical
analysis of the issues and a consideration of the difficulties in implementing intergenerational equity

in this timely book alexandra harrington examines the legal and policy terms contained in transitional justice mechanisms through
the lenses of intergenerational equity and justice and the impact on current and future generations based on these findings she
offers a new definition of transitional justice that focuses on generational incorporation to ensure a durable equitable and just peace

professor weiss combines thorough research and careful analysis with imaginative solutions and a moral fervor she shows how rules
of international law can be applied in an intertemporal dimension and how the basic principles of the intergenerational equity can
be developed to provide new standards for human behavior she manages to communicate to the reader not only that the situation
is getting desperate but also that human intelligence can in time devise adequate remedies without destroying completely our way
of life louis b sohn woodruff professor of international law published under the transnational publishers imprint

this book presents a contractualist theory of intergenerational justice that avoids deficiencies in existing igj theories e g the non
identity problem and the under defining of generations the inability of social contract theory to provide a thorough accounting of
justice between generations has been called an embarrassment and rightly so that said serious attempts have been made from a
variety of contract perspectives to rectify the approach s shortcomings in the area of intergenerational justice one of the most
prominent contract theorists john rawls attempted to address justice between generations in his theory via his just savings principle
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but both versions of it were met with stinging criticism as the climate crisis among other challenges presses the issue of justice for
future generations the authors believe that intergenerational justice is something that social contract theory should and can address
specifically they present a rawlsian approach that begins with a clarified understanding of what is meant by generations and
proceeds from there to modify generational knowledge constraints in the original position the authors then draw upon the concept
of indirect reciprocity to round out an argument for a rawlsian principle of justice between generations intergenerational fair
equality of opportunity they then apply their intergenerational justice theory to five major public policy areas
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