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a  shortened  version  of  a  comprehensive  grammar  of  the  english  language
especially aimed at students of grammar in colleges and universities drawing on
linguistic research and including coverage of the differences between written
and spoken english and between british and american english

joan bybee and her colleagues present a new theory of the evolution of grammar
that  links  structure  and  meaning  in  a  way  that  directly  challenges  most
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contemporary versions of generative grammar this study focuses on the use and
meaning of grammatical markers of tense aspect and modality and identifies a
universal  set  of  grammatical  categories  the  authors  demonstrate  that  the
semantic content of these categories evolves gradually and that this process of
evolution is strikingly similar across unrelated languages through a survey of
seventy six languages in twenty five different phyla the authors show that the
same paths of change occur universally and that movement along these paths is
in one direction only this analysis reveals that lexical substance evolves into
grammatical  substance  through  various  mechanisms  of  change  such  as
metaphorical  extension  and  the  conventionalization  of  implicature
grammaticization is  always accompanied by an increase in frequency of  the
grammatical marker providing clear evidence that language use is a major factor
in the evolution of synchronic language states the evolution of grammar has
important implications for the development of language and for the study of
cognitive processes in general

this is  the second of the two closely linked but self  contained volumes that
comprise james hurford s acclaimed exploration of the biological evolution of
language in the first  book he looked at the evolutionary origins of  meaning
ending as our distant ancestors were about to step over the brink to modern
language  he  now considers  how that  step  might  have  been  taken  and  the
consequences it undoubtedly had the capacity for language lets human beings
formulate and express an unlimited range of propositions about real or fictitious
worlds it  allows them to communicate these propositions often overlaid with
layers of nuance and irony to other humans who can then interpret and respond
to them these processes take place at breakneck speed using a language means
learning a vast number of arbitrary connections between forms and meanings
and rules on how to manipulate them both of which a normal human child can do
in its first few years of life james hurford looks at how this miracle came about
the book is divided into three parts in the first the author surveys the syntactic
structures evident in the communicative behaviour of animals such as birds and
whales and discusses how vocabularies of learned symbols could have evolved
and the effects this had on human thought in the second he considers how far
the evolution of grammar depended on biological or cultural factors in the third
and final part he describes the probable route by which the human language
faculty and languages evolved from simple beginnings to their present complex
state

this book provides a comprehensive overview of english grammar and the history
of its development it covers topics like the elements of english grammar the
structure and function of the english language and the evolution of the english
language  over  time  it  s  an  essential  read  for  anyone  interested  in  english
language  and  linguistics  this  work  has  been  selected  by  scholars  as  being
culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know
it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly
other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this
work as no entity individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work
scholars  believe  and  we  concur  that  this  work  is  important  enough  to  be
preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public we appreciate
your support of the preservation process and thank you for being an important
part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

this grammar provides a clear and comprehensive overview of contemporary
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west  greenlandic  it  follows a  systematic  order  of  topics  beginning with  the
alphabet and phonology continuing with nominal and verbal morphology and
syntax and concluding with more advanced topics such as complex sentences
and word formation grammatical points are illustrated with authentic examples
reflecting current life in greenland grammatical terminology is explained fully for
the benefit of readers without a background in linguistics features include full
grammatical  breakdowns  of  all  examples  for  ease  of  identifying  individual
components of complex words a detailed contents list and index for easy access
to information an alphabetical list of the most commonly used west greenlandic
suffixes a glossary of grammatical abbreviations used in the volume the book is
suitable for a wide range of users including independent and classroom based
learners of west greenlandic as well as linguists and anyone with an interest in
greenland s official language

originally  published  in  1963  this  was  and  still  is  the  only  grammar  to  be
published of the margi language which is spoken by the people of the adamawa
and bornu areas of nigeria definitions and explanations ahve been given in as
explicitya form as possible especially where the average student could not be
expected to be familiar with the terminology numerous examples have been
added to illustrate the theoretical explanations

this  collected volume brings together a wide array of  international  linguists
working on diachronic language change with a specific focus on the history of
english who work within usage based frameworks and investigate processes of
grammatical change in context although usage based linguistics emphasizes the
centrality of the discourse context for language usage and cognition this insight
has not been fully integrated into the investigation of processes of grammatical
variation  and  change  the  structuralist  heritage  as  well  as  corpus  linguistic
methodologies  have  favoured  de  contextualized  analytical  perspectives  on
contemporary  and  historical  language  data  and  on  the  mechanisms  and
processes guiding grammatical variation and change from a range of different
perspectives  the  contributions  to  this  volume  take  up  the  challenge  of
contextualization in the investigation of grammatical variation and change in
different  stages  of  english  language  history  and  discuss  central  theoretical
notions  such  as  gradable  grammaticality  motivation  in  hypervariation  and
hypercharacterization the book will be relevant to students and linguists working
in the field of diachronic and variational linguistics and english language history

despite a history of hundreds of years of research analysing aspects of english
grammar  there  are  still  open  problems  which  continue  to  baffle  language
researchers  today  such  grammar  mysteries  arise  for  a  number  of  reasons
because the language is changing because different speakers of the language
adhere to distinct norms and thus introduce and maintain variation in the system
because  there  are  differences  between the  grammar of  spoken and written
english this book illuminates some of the complexities of the subject the areas
where new discoveries await and why it matters through a series of accessible
and engaging case studies on various aspects of grammar from multiple negation
to possession the authors present grammar as an intellectual challenge this book
brings out into the open questions about language usage to which we still do not
have good answers in a bid to make variation overt and to revel in the mystery of
the  english  language  both  aimed  at  the  interested  general  reader  and  the
beginning student of english language and linguistics this is a fresh take on
grammar
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we gratefully acknowledge the financial support of cost european cooperation in
science and technology funded by the horizon 2020 framework programme of the
european union current grammatical knowledge about particular sign languages
is fragmentary and of varying reliability and it appears scattered in scientific
publications  where  the  description  is  often  intertwined with  the  analysis  in
general  comprehensive  grammars  are  a  rarity  the  signgram blueprint  is  an
innovative tool for the grammar writer a full  fledged guide to describing all
components of the grammars of sign languages in a thorough and systematic
way and with the highest scientific standards the work builds on the existing
knowledge in descriptive linguistics but also on the insights from theoretical
linguistics it consists of two main parts running in parallel the checklist with all
the grammatical features and phenomena the grammar writer can address and
the accompanying manual with the relevant background information definitions
methodological  caveats  representative  examples  tests  pointers  to  elicitation
materials  and  bibliographical  references  the  areas  covered  are  phonology
morphology lexicon syntax and meaning the manual is endowed with hyperlinks
that  connect  information  across  the  work  and  with  a  pop  up  glossary  the
signgram blueprint  will  be  a  landmark for  the description of  sign language
grammars in terms of quality and quantity
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