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give me liberty is the 1 book in the u s history survey course because it works in the
classroom a single author text by a leader in the field give me liberty delivers an
authoritative accessible concise and integrated american history updated with powerful
new scholarship on borderlands and the west the fifth edition brings new interactive
history skills tutorials and norton inquizitive for history the award winning adaptive
quizzing tool

from one of our most distinguished historians a new examination of the vitally important
years of emancipation and reconstruction during and immediately following the civil war
a necessary reconsideration that emphasizes the era s political and cultural meaning for
today s america in forever free eric foner overturns numerous assumptions growing out
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of the traditional understanding of the period which is based almost exclusively on white
sources and shaped by often unconscious racism he presents the period as a time of
determination especially on the part of recently emancipated black americans to put into
effect the principles of equal rights and citizenship for all drawing on a wide range of long
neglected documents he places a new emphasis on the centrality of the black experience
to an understanding of the era we see african americans as active agents in
overthrowing slavery in helping win the civil war and even more actively in shaping
reconstruction and creating a legacy long obscured and misunderstood foner makes
clear how by war s end freed slaves in the south built on networks of church and family
in order to exercise their right of suffrage as well as gain access to education land and
employment he shows us that the birth of the ku klux klan and renewed acts of racial
violence were retaliation for the progress made by blacks soon after the war he refutes
lingering misconceptions about reconstruction including the attribution of its ills to
corrupt african american politicians and carpetbaggers and connects it to the
movements for civil rights and racial justice joshua brown s illustrated commentary on
the era s graphic art and photographs complements the narrative he offers a unique
portrait of how americans envisioned their world and time forever free is an essential
contribution to our understanding of the events that fundamentally reshaped american
life after the civil war a persuasive reading of history that transforms our sense of the era
from a time of failure and despair to a threshold of hope and achievement

give me liberty an american history is a concise clear and inclusive narrative of american
history written by distinguished historian eric foner

the leading text in the u s survey course

a thought provoking new book from one of america s finest historians history wrote
james baldwin does not refer merely or even principally to the past on the contrary the
great force of history comes from the fact that we carry it within us are unconsciously
controlled by it in many ways and history is literally present in all that we do rarely has
baldwin s insight been more forcefully confirmed than during the past few decades
history has become a matter of public controversy as americans clash over such things
as museum presentations the flying of the confederate flag or reparations for slavery so
whose history is being written who owns it in w ho owns history eric foner proposes his
answer to these and other questions about the historian s relationship to the world of the
past and future he reconsiders his own earlier ideas and those of the pathbreaking
richard hofstadter he also examines international changes during the past two decades
globalization the collapse of the soviet union the end of apartheid in south africa and
their effects on historical consciousness he concludes with considerations of the enduring
but often misunderstood legacies of slavery the civil war and reconstruction this is a
provocative even controversial study of the reasons we care about history or should
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originally released in 1990 the new american historyedited for the american historical
association by eric foner has become an indispensable volume for teachers and students
in essays that chart the shifts in interpretation within their fields some of our most
prominent american historians survey the key works and themes in the scholarship of the
last three decades along with substantially revised essays from the first edition this
volume presents three entirely new ones on intellectual history the history of the west
and the histories of the family and sexuality the second edition of the new american
historyreflects in foner s words the continuing vitality and creativity of the study of the
past how traditional fields are being expanded and redefined even as new ones are
created author note eric foner is dewitt clinton professor of history at columbia university
he is the author of numerous books including reconstruction 1863 1877which was
awarded the bancroft prize

from one of the most acclaimed and influential historians of the united states an
insightful guide to our history and why it matters eric foner has done more to shape the
public and professional understanding of american history than any other scholar the
preeminent historian of the civil war era foner s keynote has been american freedom and
the recurring battles over its meanings and boundaries his award winning works show
that freedom has been a birthright for some and a struggle for others that rights gained
can also be lost and that they must always be tended with knowledge and vigilance the
present political moment makes the importance of these themes abundantly clear this
collection of foner s recent reviews and commentaries demonstrates the range of his
interests and expertise running from slavery and antislavery through the disunion and
remaking of the united states in the nineteenth century jim crow and the civil rights
movement and into our current politics each piece shows a master at work melding
historical knowledge and balanced judgment with crystalline prose foner takes up
towering figures from washington to lincoln douglass and rosa parks pivotal events such
as the fugitive slave act and the tulsa race massacre and the fragility of constitutional
guarantees to civil liberties due process and birthright citizenship whether in times of war
or peace he also explores recent controversies over how to commemorate and how to
teach our history

an abridged version of reconstruction america s unfinished revolution the definitive study
of the aftermath of the civil war winner of the bancroft prize avery o craven prize los
angeles times book award francis parkman prize and lionel trilling prize

since its publication twenty five years ago free soil free labor free men has been
recognized as a classic an indispensable contribution to our understanding of the causes
of the american civil war a key work in establishing political ideology as a major concern
of modern american historians it remains the only full scale evaluation of the ideas of the
early republican party now with a new introduction eric foner puts his argument into the
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context of contemporary scholarship reassessing the concept of free labor in the light of
the last twenty five years of writing on such issues as work gender economic change and
political thought a significant reevaluation of the causes of the civil war foner s study
looks beyond the north s opposition to slavery and its emphasis upon preserving the
union to determine the broader grounds of its willingness to undertake a war against the
south in 1861 its search is for those social concepts the north accepted as vital to its way
of life finding these concepts most clearly expressed in the ideology of the growing
republican party in the decade before the war s start through a careful analysis of the
attitudes of leading factions in the party s formation northern whigs former democrats
and political abolitionists foner is able to show what each contributed to republican
ideology he also shows how northern ideas of human rights in particular a man s right to
work where and how he wanted and to accumulate property in his own name and the
goals of american society were implicit in that ideology this was the ideology that
permeated the north in the period directly before the civil war led to the election of
abraham lincoln and led almost immediately to the civil war itself at the heart of the
controversy over the extension of slavery he argues is the issue of whether the northern
or southern form of society would take root in the west whose development would
determine the nation s destiny in his new introductory essay foner presents a greatly
altered view of the subject only entrepreneurs and farmers were actually free men in the
sense used in the ideology of the period actually by the time the civil war was initiated
half the workers in the north were wage earners not independent workers and this did
not account for women and blacks who had little freedom in choosing what work they did
he goes onto show that even after the civil war these guarantees for free soil free labor
free men did not really apply for most americans and especially not for blacks
demonstrating the profoundly successful fusion of value and interest within republican
ideology prior to the civil war free soil free labor free men remains a classic of modern
american historical writing eloquent and influential it shows how this ideology provided
the moral consensus which allowed the north for the first time in history to mobilize an
entire society in modern warfare

edited by eric foner and coordinated with each chapter of the text this companion to give
me liberty includes 139 primary source documents touching on the theme of american
freedom

since its publication in 1976 tom paine and revolutionary america hasbeen recognized as
a classic study of the career of the foremost politicalpamphleteer of the age of revolution
and a model of how to integrate thepolitical intellectual and social history of the struggle
for americanindependence foner skillfully brings together an account of paine s
remarkable career witha careful examination of the social worlds within which he
operated in greatbritain france and especially the united states he explores paine s
politicaland social ideas and the way he popularized them by pioneering a new form
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ofpolitical writing using simple direct language and addressing himself to areading public
far broader than previous writers had commanded he shows whichof paine s views
remained essentially fixed throughout his career whiledirecting attention to the ways his
stance on social questions evolved under thepressure of events this enduring work
makes clear the tremendous impact paine swriting exerted on the american revolution
and suggests why he failed to have asimilar impact during his career in revolutionary
france and it offers newinsights into the nature and internal tensions of the republican
outlook thathelped to shape the revolution in a new preface foner discusses the origins of
this book and the influencesof the 1960s and 1970s on its writing he also looks at how
paine has beenadopted by scholars and politicians of many stripes and has even been
calledthe patron saint of the internet

outspoken and controversial stephen field served on the supreme court from his
appointment by lincoln in 1863 through the closing years of the century no justice had
ever served longer on the court and few were as determined to use the court to lead the
nation into a new and exciting era paul kens shows how field ascended to such
prominence what influenced his legal thought and court opinions and why both are still
very relevant today one of the famous gold rush forty niners field was a founder of
marysville california a state legislator and state supreme court justice his decisions from
the state bench and later from the federal circuit court often placed him in the middle of
tense conflicts over the distribution of the land and mineral wealth of the new state kens
illuminates how field s experiences in early california influenced his jurisprudence and
produced a theory of liberty that reflected both the ideals of his jacksonian youth and the
teachings of laissez faire economics during the time that field served on the u s supreme
court the nation went through the civil war and reconstruction and moved from an
agrarian to an industrial economy in which big business dominated fear of concentrated
wealth caused many reformers of the time to look to government as an ally in the
preservation of their liberty in the volatile debates over government regulation of
business field became a leading advocate of substantive due process and liberty of
contract legal doctrines that enabled the court to veto state economic legislation and
heavily influenced constitutional law well into the twentieth century in the effort to curb
what he viewed as the excessive power of government field tended to side with business
and frequently came into conflict with reformers of his era gracefully written and filled
with sharp insights kens study sheds new light on field s role in helping the court define
the nature of liberty and determine the extent of constitutional protection of property by
focusing on the political economic and social struggles of his time it explains field s
jurisprudence in terms of conflicting views of liberty and individualism it firmly
establishes field as a persuasive spokesman for one side of that conflict and as a
prototype for the modern activist judge while providing an important new view of
capitalist expansion and social change in gilded age america
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the history of voting rights in america is a checkerboard marked by dogged progress
against persistent prejudice toward an expanding inclusiveness the supreme court
decision in smith v allwright is a crucial chapter in that broader story and marked a major
turning point for the modern civil rights movement charles zelden s concise and
thoughtful retelling of this episode reveals why denied membership in the texas
democratic party by popular consensus party rules and from 1923 to 1927 state statutes
texas blacks were routinely turned away from voting in the democratic primary in the
first decades of the twentieth century given that texas was a one party state and that the
primary effectively determined who held office this meant the total exclusion of texas
blacks from the political process this practice went unchecked until 1940 when lonnie
smith a black dentist from houston fought his exclusion by election judge s e allwright in
the 1940 democratic primary defeated in the lower courts smith finally found justice in
the u s supreme court which ruled 8 1 that the democratic party and its primary were not
private and voluntary and thus were duly bound by constitutional protections governing
the electoral process and the rights of all citizens while the initial impetus of the case
may have been the wish of one man to exercise his right to vote the real meaning of
smith s challenge to the texas all white primary lies at the heart of the entire civil rights
revolution one of the first significant victories for the naacp s newly formed legal defense
fund against jim crow segregation it provided the conceptual foundation which underlay
thurgood marshall s successful arguments in brown v board of education it was also
viewed by marshall looking back on a long and storied career as one of his most
important personal victories as zelden shows the smith decision attacked the intractable
heart of segregation as it redrew the boundary between public and private action in
constitutional law and laid the groundwork for many civil rights cases to come it also
redefined the court s involvement in what had been a hands off area of political
questions and foreshadowed its participation in voter reapportionment cases a landmark
case in the evolution of southern race relations and politics and for voting rights in
general smith also provides a telling example of how the clash between national
concerns and local priorities often acts as a lightning rod for resolving controversial
issues zelden s lucid account of the controversies and conflicts surrounding smith should
refine and reinvigorate our understanding of a crucial moment in american history

contains seven case studies evaluating confederate and union generals who might be
considered capable failures officers of high pre war reputation some with distinguished
records in the civil war explores the various reasons these men suffered defeat such as
flaws of character errors of judgment lack of preparation or circumstances beyond their
control annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

this is the best biography of one of the most exciting colorful and controversial figures of
the civil war a renowned cavalryman nathan bedford forrest perfected a ruthless hit and
run guerrilla warfare that terrified union soldiers and garnered the respect of warriors like
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william sherman who described his adversary as that devil forrest the most remarkable
man our civil war produced on either side historian bruce catton rated forrest one of the
authentic military geniuses of the whole war but brian steel wills covers much more than
the cavalryman s incredible feats on the field of battle he also provides the most
thoughtful and complete analysis of forrest s hardscrabble childhood in backwater
mississippi his rise to wealth in the memphis slave trade his role in the infamous fort
pillow massacre of black union soldiers his role as early leader and grand wizard of the
first ku klux klan and his declining health and premature death in a reconstructing
america

this book offers conclusions that are very different from most of the traditional historical
interpretations of the buchanan presidency historians have either condemned buchanan
for weakness and vacillation or portrayed him as a president dedicated to peace who did
everything constitutionally possible to avoid war under the scrutiny of elbert b smith
buchanan emerges as a strong figure who made vital contributions not to peace but to
the accelerating animosities that produced the war historians who have considered the
civil war a necessary and justifiable price for the destruction of slavery should feel a debt
to james buchanan smith writes those who think the war could and should have been
avoided owe him nothing most of the accounts of the era have concentrated on the dred
scott case bleeding kansas and the lecompton constitution the lincoln douglas debates
john brown the rise of the republicans and the disintegration of the democrats the
election of 1860 and the bitter quarrels over slavery extension occasioned by these
events buchanan has often appeared on a stage occupied by more important actors
whether or not the war was already inevitable by march 1857 cannot be proved that a
subsequent series of emotion packed events filled both north and south with rage and
fear triggering secession and the war is undebatable it is smith s theory that buchanan in
leading the united states through these fateful years added much to the war spirit that
developed in both sections driven by affection and sympathy for the southerners he tried
to satisfy their demands for slavery rights in the territories this aroused bitter anti south
feelings throughout the north which foiled his efforts and further convinced the
southerners that they could no longer have their way inside the union the one event that
finally triggered the southern secession was the election of a republican president and
buchanan s agreement with the southern demands and his personal hatred for stephen a
douglas did much to accomplish this covering the most controversial period in american
history smith presents important new evaluations for the consideration of students of
both the civil war and the presidency

through a close analysis of legislative proceedings and of the precise language used
maltz builds a strong case that congressional actions on civil rights including statutes
such as the freedman s bureau bill the district of columbia suffrage bill and the civil
rights act of 1866 as well as the thirteenth fourteenth and fifteenth amendments of the
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early reconstruction era generally reflected the ideology and intentions of the more
conservative republicans these moderates advocated limited absolute equality rather
than total racial equality and opposed the undue federal regulation of private and state

actions
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6. What the advantage of interactive eBooks?
Interactive eBooks incorporate multimedia
elements, quizzes, and activities, enhancing
the reader engagement and providing a more
immersive learning experience.
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way
we read, making books more accessible
than ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers
can now carry entire libraries in their
pockets. Among the various sources for
ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as
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a popular choice. These sites offer a
treasure trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost. But what
makes these sites so valuable, and where
can you find the best ones? Let's dive into
the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites
offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money.
Buying books can be expensive, especially
if you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites
allow you to access a vast array of books
without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility.
Whether you're at home, on the go, or
halfway around the world, you can access
your favorite titles anytime, anywhere,
provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available
is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook sites cover all
genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a
few stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering
free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this

site provides a wealth of classic literature
in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for
every book ever published. It offers
millions of free ebooks, making it a
fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and
preview millions of books from libraries
and publishers worldwide. While not all
books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free
ebooks in various genres. The site is user-
friendly and offers books in multiple
formats.

BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and
business books, making it an excellent
resource for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely
Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to

avoid pirated content and protect your
devices.
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Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're
not downloading pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors and
publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep
your devices updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in downloaded
files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has
the right to distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for
Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for
educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open
Library offer numerous academic
resources, including textbooks and
scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills,
from cooking to programming, making
these sites great for personal
development.
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Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook
sites provide a wealth of educational
materials for different grade levels and
subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook
Sites

The diversity of genres available on free
ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary
bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming
with options.

Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find
biographies, self-help books, historical
texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide
range of subjects, helping reduce the
financial burden of education.

Children's Books
Parents and teachers can find a plethora of
children's books, from picture books to

young adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook
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Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that
enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are
great for those who prefer listening to
reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your
reading comfort, making it easier for those
with visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert
written text into audio, providing an
alternative way to enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook
Experience

To make the most out of your ebook
reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a
smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library
Use tools and apps to organize your ebook

collection, making it easy to find and
access your favorite titles.
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Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync
your library across multiple devices, so you
can pick up right where you left off, no
matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come
with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and
sometimes the quality of the digital copy
can be poor.

Digital Rights Management
(DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks
you download, limiting sharing and
transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks
requires an internet connection, which can
be a limitation in areas with poor
connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook
sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely
make accessing and reading ebooks even
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more seamless and enjoyable.
Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally
will help more people benefit from free
ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more
digitized, free ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an
incredible opportunity to access a wide
range of books without the financial
burden. They are invaluable resources for
readers of all ages and interests, providing
educational materials, entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why not explore
these sites and discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

12

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free
ebook sites are legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public domain or
have the rights to distribute them. How do
| know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to
well-known and reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google
Books. Check reviews and ensure the site
has proper security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any device? Most free
ebook sites offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them compatible with
various devices like e-readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer
audiobooks, which are perfect for those
who prefer listening to their books. How
can | support authors if | use free ebook
sites? You can support authors by
purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work
with others.
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