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the essays in intention and identity explore themes in finnis s work touched on only lightly if
at all in natural law and natural rights developing profound accounts of personal identity and
existence group identity and common good and intention and choice as action and self
shaping in his many faceted study of what it is to be a human person and a human community
finnis not only engages with contemporary philosophers and bioethicists such as peter singer
michael lockwood and john harris with thinkers from other traditions such as karol wojtyla
john paul ii and with judges in the highest courts he also offers illuminating and deeply
considered readings of shakespeare and aquinas and debates with roger scruton joseph raz
hans kelsen john rawls glanville williams richard posner ronald dworkin and others the role of
intention in the criminal law and the law of civil wrongs is searchingly explored through case
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law as are judicial attempts to understand conditional and preparatory intentions moral or
bioethical issues discussed include in vitro fertilization cloning abortion euthanasia and brain
death patriotism multi culturalism and immigration the papers show the power of a sometimes
neglected aspect of the new classical theory of natural law the volume includes previously
unpublished papers on whether brain life is relevant to the beginning of a person s life on its
relevance to the end of one s life and a substantial introduction in which john finnis reflects on
the changes in his thinking on personal reality and on how intention is to be analysed and
understood and its moral significance appreciated

this collection of essays is the product of a series of seminars held by the cambridge socio
legal group in 2000 preface

the easy way to make sense of property law understanding property law is vital for all aspiring
lawyers and legal professionals and property courses are foundational classes within all law
schools property law for dummies tracks to a typical property law course and introduces you
to property law and theory exploring different types of property interests particularly real
property in approachable for dummies fashion this book gives you a better understanding of
the important property law concepts and aids in the reading and analysis of cases statutes and
regulations tracks to a typical property law course plain english explanations make it easier to
grasp property law concepts serves as excellent supplemental reading for anyone preparing
for their state s bar exam the information in property law for dummies benefits students
enrolled in a property law course as well as non students landlords small business owners and
government officials who want to know more about the ins and outs property law

this new addition to hart publishing s landmark cases series brings together leading figures in
the field to discuss a selection of the most significant cases in medical law these are cases
which either signpost a new development for medical law illustrate an important development
of the law or signpost likely future developments of the law the cases are explored in their
social and historical context to understand better what has influenced the development of the
law this collection provides a fascinating insight in the interaction of medical law and broader
social changes to our bodies illness and medical professionals

it is a common supposition among many of our cultural elites that a constitutional wall of
separation between church and state precludes religious believers from bringing their beliefs
to bear on public matters this is because secular liberals typically assume that their own
positions on morally charged issues of public policy are the fruit of pure reason while those of
their morally conservative opponents reflect an irrational religious faith in the clash of
orthodoxies robert george shows that this supposition is wrong on both counts challenging
liberalism s claim to represent the triumph of reason george argues that on controversial
issues like abortion stem cell research euthanasia homosexuality and same sex marriage
traditional judeo christian beliefs are actually rationally superior to secular liberal alternatives
drawing on the natural law philosophical tradition george demolishes various secularist
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pretenses such as the notion that the very young and very old among us are somehow
subpersonal and not worthy of full legal protection he reveals the dubious person body
dualism implicit in secularist arguments and he demonstrates the flawed reasoning behind the
idea that the state ought to be neutral regarding competing understandings of the nature and
value of marriage george also revisits the controversy surrounding his participation in the first
things end of democracy symposium in which he considered the relevance of catholic
teachings regarding the legitimacy of political regimes to the contemporary american situation
george argues that because natural law and natural rights doctrine lie at the foundation of the
american republic the judicial reading of the constitution that has undermined democracy in
order to enshrine the secularist agenda is deeply flawed in advancing his thesis george argues
for a return to old fashioned liberalism a worldview that he claims is best exemplified by pope
john paul ii whose teachings laud democracy religious liberty and economic freedom while
also recognizing the demands of civil rights social and economic justice and the principle of
subsidiarity these demands restrain catholics and indeed all people of faith from making
personal freedom an absolute and george takes to task those political leaders who though
believers have denied or ignored the political responsibility this entails the clash of
orthodoxies is a profoundly important contribution to our contemporary national conversation
about the proper role of religion in politics the lucid and persuasive prose of robert george one
of america s most prominent public intellectuals will shock secular liberals out of an
unwarranted complacency and provide powerful ammunition for embattled defenders of
traditional morality
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