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advanced students of literary criticism would definitely find this book stimulating as well as
illuminating as it presents a penetrating analysis of the major theories and practices of all the
dominant groups of literacy critics of our times in the course of the critical survey of the critical
principles and methods of all the major cities the chicago critics attempt a critique of
contemporary criticism in their monumental work critics and criticism essays in method of the
chicago critics hence the focus of this book is on the pluralistic approach of these critics who
were aware of the powers and limitations of all the critical methods each critical method even
the aristotelian method for which they developed a bias addresses a certain range of questions
beyond which it loses its utility no critical method as they point out is all embracing critical
system of critical philosophy critics having exclusive commitment to a particular critical system
are bound to be partial critics so a pluralistic approach should be the ideal one but in order to be
a pluralistic critic a student of literary criticism must be conversant with all the major critical
approaches the present book is significant in the sense that it has the capacity to train teachers
and students of literature in the art of literary appreciation that enhances the enjoyment of
literary works since every literary piece is a constructed whole aristotle s method provides clues
to its specific constructive principle through a process of regressive reasoning the aposteriori
approach the special discussion of the chicago method in this book explains the aristotelian bias
of the chicago critics who were actually neo aristotelians in a limited sense they began where
aristotle left off to pursue similar lines of study in the poetics of modern literature as the chicago
school of criticism is a brilliant exercise in remedial criticism this book may serve as materia
medica of critical theories and practices for students and teachers of literary criticism

the validity of this little book says the author depends upon the belief that the character of a
writer s whole achievement can only be felt and assessed by responding sensitively to the way
in which he uses words mr coombes has admirably justified this belief he shows us how to read
with greater attentiveness discrimination and enjoyment his book enables us to criticize as we
read and therefore to get more satisfaction from our reading it is based upon the analysis of
poems and prose passages dealing in turn with rhythm rhyme imagery thought feeling and
diction throughout mr coombes keeps his eye on the ball never losing sight of the writer s
medium the words themselves he has the serious approach the perceptiveness the good sense
and the power of holding our attention which are the marks of a born teacher literature and
criticism will prove invaluable to teachers of english and senior students in particular and in
general to everyone who is interested in literature and wishes to deepen his appreciation of it by
discovering how it works the author gives us in an appendix a series of passages from english
prose and poetry grouped in pairs upon which we may practice the critical methods we have
learnt from him publisher
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