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this book provides a comprehensive view of rational suicide in the elderly a group that has nearly twice the rate of
suicide when chronically ill than any other demographic its frame of reference does not endorse a single point of view
about the legitimacy of rational suicide which is evolving across societies with little guidance for geriatric mental
health professionals instead it serves as a resource for both those clinicians who agree that older people may
rationally commit suicide and those who believe that this wish may require further assessment and treatment the
first  chapters  of  the  book  provides  an  overview of  rational  suicide  in  the  elderly  examining  it  through  history  and
across cultures also addressing the special case of baby boomers this book takes an ethical and philosophical look at
whether suicide can truly be rational and whether the nearness of death in late life adults means that suicide should
be considered differently than in younger adults clinical criteria for rational suicide in the elderly are proposed in this
book  for  the  first  time  as  well  as  a  guidelines  for  the  psychosocial  profile  of  an  older  adult  who  wants  to  commit
rational  suicide  unlike  any  other  book  this  text  examines  the  existential  psychological  and  psychodynamic
perspectives a chapter on terminal mental illness and a consideration of suicide in that context and proposed
interventions even without a diagnosable mental illness also plays a vital role in this book as these are key issues in
within the question of suicide among the elderly this book is the first to consider all preventative measures including
the spiritual as well  as the psychotherapeutic and pharmacologic a commentary on modern society aging and
rational suicide that ties all of these elements together making this the ultimate guide for addressing suicide among
the elderly rational suicide in the elderly is an excellent resource for all medical professionals with potentially suicidal
patients including geriatricians geriatric and general psychiatrists geriatric nurses social workers and public health
officials

rational suicide irrational laws argues that laws aimed at preventing suicide and laws aimed at facilitating it co exist
because  they  are  based  on  two  radically  disparate  conceptions  of  the  would  be  suicide  this  is  the  first  book  that
unifies policies and laws toward people who want to end their lives

suicide and how civilized people should respond to it is an increasingly controversial topic in modern society in
holland suicide is the third leading cause of death of people between the ages of fifteen and forty in the united states
it is the second leading cause of death among older teenagers laws prohibiting assisted suicide are being directly and
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boldly confronted by activists in the united states most notably jack kevorkian meanwhile the american civil liberties
union has publicly declared suicide a fundamental human right that should be protected under the constitution the
hemlock society has introduced referenda in california washington and oregon to legalize suicide and assisted suicide
the most vocal opposition to these initiatives has come from the roman catholic church breaking the thread of life
marshalls philosophical moral medical historical and theological arguments in support of the roman catholic position
against suicide in a comprehensive study of the history of suicide barry shows that christian civilization was one of
only a few early societies that was able to bring suicide under control he counters claims that catholicism and the
bible endorse rational suicide barry also analyzes arguments in support of the rationality of suicide and illuminates
their biases inadequacies and dangers barry presents the rationale for the roman catholic church s strong extensive
and  articulate  opposition  to  efforts  to  gain  legal  and  social  endorsement  of  suicide  and  assisted  suicide  his  book
represents the most complete study of the classical roman catholic view of rational suicide to date and it will be of
significant interest to philosophers theologians physicians and lawyers

this  text  brings  together  spokespersons  from  several  different  disciplines  who  can  present  their  arguments  for  or
against rational suicide as a viable concept and consequently a realistic option the pros and cons of the discussion
format bring the readers to search for their beliefs and the final decision of acceptance or rejection of the concept is
left to each individual reader

twenty nine collected essays represent a critical history of shakespeare s play as text and as theater beginning with
samuel johnson in 1765 and ending with a review of the royal shakespeare company production in 1991 the criticism
centers on three aspects of the play the love friendship debate

it is slowly becoming accepted that people with terminal illnesses who are suffering physically and mentally from the
illness have the moral and legal right to choose suicide and in some jurisdictions they have the ability to obtain
assistance from others in accomplishing their suicide physician assisted suicide is legal in oregon and other regions
of the usa and in some countries such as switzerland however the presence of a psychiatric disorder in the individual
usually makes it illegal for a physician to assist individuals by prescribing a lethal dose of medication in dying by



Five Last Acts The Exit Path The Arts And Science Of Rational Suicide In The Face Of Unbearable Unrelievable Suffering

4
Five Last Acts The Exit Path The Arts And Science Of Rational Suicide In The Face Of Unbearable Unrelievable

Suffering

suicide what if the person does not have a terminal illness does this mean that their choice of suicide cannot be a
rational decision what if the person can be diagnosed with a psychiatric disorder does their psychiatric disorder
eliminate the possibility of rational thought typically today the answer to both of these questions is yes in this book
david  lester  a  renowned  scholar  in  the  field  of  suicide  argues  that  the  answer  to  both  questions  should  be  no  in
august 2013 martin manley chose to die by suicide and left a website in which he had written his thoughts for the
previous year and a half lester analyzes manley s writing and relevant psychological research to argue that manley s
decision was the result of rational thinking despite the fact that manley did not have a terminal illness the book also
examines the notion that people with a psychiatric disorder cannot think rationally or make rational decisions lester
first  criticizes  psychiatry  for  being  scientifically  unsound  and  then  presents  evidence  that  those  labeled  by
psychiatrists as having a mental illness can make rational decisions lester also presents the case of jo roman who
was suffering from terminal cancer who refused further treatment and arranged to die by suicide supported by her
husband and large circle of friends lester concludes that deaths by suicide may be rational more often than we
commonly believe and that these deaths may be appropriate ways of dying provided by publisher

suicide and how civilized people should respond to it is an increasingly controversial topic in modern society in
holland suicide is the third leading cause of death of people between the ages of fifteen and forty in the united states
it is the second leading cause of death among older teenagers laws prohibiting assisted suicide are being directly and
boldly confronted by activists in the united states most notably jack kevorkian meanwhile the american civil liberties
union has publicly declared suicide a fundamental human right that should be protected under the constitution the
hemlock society has introduced referenda in california washington and oregon to legalize suicide and assisted suicide
the most vocal opposition to these initiatives has come from the roman catholic church breaking the thread of life
marshalls philosophical moral medical historical and theological arguments in support of the roman catholic position
against suicide in a comprehensive study of the history of suicide barry shows that christian civilization was one of
only a few early societies that was able to bring suicide under control he counters claims that catholicism and the
bible endorse rational suicide barry also analyzes arguments in support of the rationality of suicide and illuminates
their biases inadequacies and dangers barry presents the rationale for the roman catholic church s strong extensive
and  articulate  opposition  to  efforts  to  gain  legal  and  social  endorsement  of  suicide  and  assisted  suicide  his  book
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represents the most complete study of the classical roman catholic view of rational suicide to date and it will be of
significant interest to philosophers theologians physicians and lawyers

following on the success of the the previous editions this updated and expanded third edition of the handbook of
counseling psychology provides a cross disciplinary survey of the entire field and offers analysis of important areas of
counseling psychology activity the book elaborates on future directions for research highlighting suggestions that
may  advance  knowledge  and  stimulate  further  inquiry  and  specific  advice  is  presented  from  the  literature  in
counseling  psychology  and  related  disciplines  to  help  improve  one  s  counseling  practice

in recent decades there has been much discussion of the sanctity of life and the level of protection to be accorded
human life this book discuss the nature of this protection the basis for claims about its protection and how it is to be
brought about in specific instances and situations

vol 77 includes yearbook of the association 1931

the aim of this book is to establish the rationality of electing to commit suicide in order to avoid the degeneration
that can occur in advanced age especially when one is  suffering from a terminal  disease as well  as discussing the
philosophical questions the book offers some practical advice

this  book  provides  a  broad  systematic  and  comprehensive  exploration  of  both  historical  and  contemporary
argumentation concerning suicide it  probes the underlying ethical  religious and philosophical  issues about self
caused death and shows how they are crucial in the current debate

issues for 1916 include section biographical sketches
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