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this  updated textbook unravels  the complex issues related to methodology and
theory in the study of religion it equips students with the knowledge needed for the
academic study of religion explaining the history of the methodology including ideas
of key theorists and discusses key issues in the field such as gender phenomenology
and the insider outsider discourse updated throughout additional material includes
new chapter on colonialism and post colonialism new chapter on insider outsider
discourse coverage of cyber religion and the internet as a research tool in religious
studies study and classroom features in each chapter include chapter outlines case
studies boxed key concepts discussion questions chapter bibliographies the text is
illustrated throughout with 35 images and extra resources can be found online
including additional coverage of levels of religion
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why do people study religion how have they studied it in the past how do we study
religion today is the academic study of religion the same as religious education
these and many other questions are addressed in this engaging introduction to the
discipline of religious studies written by two experienced university teachers the
authors have crafted this book to familiarize novice students with key concepts and
terminology in the study of religion more advanced students will find a varied array
of  theoretical  perspectives  and  methodological  approaches  to  the  field  topics
include definitions of religion perspectives in the study and teaching of religion how
religion began to be studied traditional perspectives philosophical and theological
how people experience religion perspectives in the study of religious consciousness
and  perception  phenomenological  and  psychological  studying  religion  within
communities social and cultural perspectives anthropological sociological political
and  economic  judging  religion  critical  perspectives  feminist  approaches  the
interaction of popular literature and religion contextual perspectives historical and
comparative the book encourages students to think critically about the theories and
methods presented students will find arguments for the strengths and limitations of
these  approaches  understand  connections  among  religious  studies  and  other
intellectual movements and develop their own ideas of how they might want to go
about  the  study  of  religion  summary  boxes  a  timeline  a  glossary  and  other
pedagogic aids help students grasp key concepts along with a companion website at
sastor com

surveys the history of religion identifies four ways of being religious and discusses
secularism skepticism nihilism and humanism

religion plays a central role in human experience billions of people around the world
practice a faith and act in accordance with it religion shapes how they enter the
world and how they leave it how they eat dress marry and raise their children it
shapes their assumptions about who they are and who they want to be religion also
identifies  insiders  and outsiders  who has  power and who doesn t  it  sanctifies
injustice  and combats  it  it  draws national  borders  it  affects  law economy and
government it destroys and restores the environment it starts wars and ends them
whether you notice it or not religion plays a role in how billions conduct their lives
we  are  called  then  to  understand  this  important  factor  in  human  life  today
beginning with the first signs of religion among ancient humans and concluding
with a look at modern citizens and global trends leading scholar thomas tweed
examines  this  powerful  and  enduring  force  in  human  society  tweed  deftly
documents  religion  as  it  exists  around  the  world  addressing  its  role  in  both
intensifying  and  alleviating  contemporary  political  and  environmental  problems
from armed conflict to climate change religion a very short introduction offers a
concise non partisan overview of religion s long history and its complicated role in
the world today

featuring comprehensive updates and additions the second edition of understanding
theories of religion explores the development of major theories of religion through
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the works of classic and contemporary figures a new edition of this introductory
text exploring the core methods and theorists in religion spanning the sixteenth
century through to the latest theoretical trends features an entirely new section
covering  religion  and  postmodernism  race  sex  and  gender  and  religion  and
postcolonialism examines the development of religious theories through the work of
classic  and  contemporary  figures  from  the  history  of  anthropology  sociology
psychology philosophy and theology reveals how the study of religion evolved in
response to great cultural conflicts and major historical events student friendly
features  include  chapter  introductions  and  summaries  biographical  vignettes  a
timeline a glossary and many other learning aids

in today s secular world the christian faith is viewed as only one aspect of what
could be called religious life  acknowledging this  hendrikus berkhof  begins this
thought  provoking study  with  a  sketch of  religion  and faith  in  general  before
narrowing it down to a discussion of the specific place of christian faith in all of
reality

this thoroughly updated text offers students and adults an overarching perspective
the faith  section focuses on the nature of  human faith  and christian faith  the
religion section examines the personal and social value of religion religious belief
and behavior and offers an overview of major world religions the theology section
includes an analysis of the theology faith relationship suggested readings and study
questions excellent end notes and index add to the value of this edition

a critical introduction to the study of religion introduces the key concepts and
theories from religious studies that are necessary for a full understanding of the
complex relations between religion and society the aim is to provide readers with an
arsenal  of  critical  concepts  for  studying  religious  ideologies  practices  and
communities this thoroughly revised second edition has been restructured to clearly
emphasize key topics including essentialism functionalism authority domination all
ideas and theories are clearly illustrated with new and engaging examples and case
studies throughout making this the ideal textbook for students approaching the
subject area for the first time

world religions in practice introduces five of the world s great religions hinduism
buddhism judaism christianity  and islam and explores  how they  are  lived  and
expressed in custom ritual and symbol a major new textbook exploring the world s
great religions through their customs rituals and everyday practices by focusing on
this lived experience it  goes beyond many traditional  introductions to religious
studies adopts a directly comparative approach to develop a greater understanding
of the nature of religion each chapter engages with an individual theme such as
birth death food pilgrimage and ethics to illustrate how religious practices are
expressed broadens students understanding by offering an impartial discussion of
the similarities and differences between each religion includes chapter by chapter
opening  themes  and  summaries  and  will  be  accompanied  by  a  website  at
blackwellpublishing com gwynne featuring additional resources and study questions
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during this time of conflict and suspicion it is perhaps more important than ever to
understand the beliefs and philosophies of other cultures a short history of religion
provides a useful guide to the world s most popular religions christianity islam
buddhism judaism and hinduism describing their origins and history beliefs worship
and sacred writings but also investigates many of the smaller and lesser known
religions as well as newer movements such as scientology wicca and raëlism praise
for gordon kerr factual and even handed kerr presents a fair minded introduction of
basic  chinese  history  booklist  thoroughly  rewarding  travelmag  informative
fascinating and extremely well researched gordon kerr s book is a mini masterpiece
abc brisbane

the  overwhelming  majority  of  people  in  the  world  85  are  religious  and  more
religions are now practiced in the united states than in any other country religion
plays a critical role in international politics in the global economy and in a wide
variety of social and cultural interactionson the domestic front even though religion
is such an integral part of today s world many americans have difficulty discussing
it publicly they are often unfamiliar with any religion but their own finding other
religions mysterious or even threatening offering a brief and accessible point of
entry  into  the  subject  rethinking  religion  a  concise  introduction  begins  by
highlighting the significance of religion in modern society and providing a simple
definition  that  goes  beyond  vague  notions  of  faith  or  belief  in  god  drawing
materialfrom a diverse range of religions including hinduism buddhism judaism
christianity islam and primal religions author will deming walks readers through
thirty examples of how religions work exploring the significance of religious events
and pronouncements he also considers several topicsthat continue to fascinate and
challenge westerners the ethics of studying someone else s religion the truth of
religion the possibilities for preferring one religion over another religious pluralism
and  the  contentious  dialogue  between  science  and  religion  enhanced  by  an
innovative  glossary  of  religious  terms  and  numerous  pictures  and  analyses  of
everyday religious activities rethinking religion a concise introduction is ideal for
introducing students to the concept of religion and for courses in comparative and
world religions it is alsocaptivating reading for theologians scholars and anyone
interested in the topic

an introduction to the philosophy of religion provides a broad overview of the topics
which are at the forefront of discussion in contemporary philosophy of religion
prominent views and arguments from both historical and contemporary authors are
discussed and analyzed the book treats all of the central topics in the field including
the coherence of the divine attributes theistic and atheistic arguments faith and
reason religion and ethics miracles human freedom and divine providence science
and  religion  and  immortality  in  addition  it  addresses  topics  of  significant
importance that similar books often ignore including the argument for atheism from
hiddenness the coherence of the doctrines of the trinity and the incarnation and the
relationship between religion and politics it will be a valuable accompaniment to
undergraduate and introductory graduate level courses
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studying  religion  clearly  explains  the  methods  and  theories  employed  in  the
academic study of religion by tackling the problem of how we define religion written
for newcomers to the field its  chapters explore the three main ways in which
religion is  defined and along the way also considers a range of  related topics
thoroughly  revised  throughout  this  second edition  now includes  a  significantly
expanded  glossary  summaries  of  technical  terms  at  the  end  of  each  chapter
additional autobiographies of key scholars mentioned as well as global case studies
at the end of each chapter
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