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this classic text by fei xiaotong china s finest social scientist was first published in 1947 and is fei s chief
theoretical statement about the distinctive characteristics of chinese society written in chinese from a
chinese point of view for a chinese audience from the soil describes the contrasting organizational
principles of chinese and western societies thereby conveying the essential features of both fei shows how
these unique features reflect and are reflected in the moral and ethical characters of people in these societies
this profound challenging book is both succinct and accessible in its first complete english language edition
it is likely to have a wide impact on western social theorists gary g hamilton and wang zheng s translation

captures fei s jargonless straightforward style of writing their introduction describes fei s education and
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career as a sociologist the fate of his writings on and off the mainland and the sociological significance of
his analysis the translators epilogue highlights the social reforms for china that fei drew from his analysis

and advocated in a companion text written in the same period

the concept of civil society was borrowed from 18th century europe to provide a framework for
understanding the transition to post authoritarian regimes in latin america and post communist regimes

elsewhere this book asks whether this concept is useful for analyzing china

chinese society has seen phenomenal change in the last 30 years two of the most profound changes have
been the rise of the individual in both public and private spheres and the consequent individualization of
chinese society itself yet despite china s recent dramatic entrance into global politics and economics neither
of these significant shifts has been fully analysed china may indeed present an alternative model of social
transformation in the age of globalisation so its path to development may have particular implications for
the developing world the individualization of chinese society reveals how individual agency has been on
the rise since the 1970s and how this has impacted on everyday life and chinese society more broadly the
book presents a wide range of detailed case studies on the impact of economic policy patterns of kinship
changes in marriage relations and the socio economic position of women the development of youth culture

the politics of consumerism and shifting power relations in everyday life

written by an interdisciplinary and international team of chinese scholars this book offers an authoriative

analysis of contemporary chinese society protest and resistance

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly
other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual
or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is
important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the public to ensure a quality
reading experience this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the
original graphical elements with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support of the
preservation process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and

relevant

there is growing interest in social transformation in contemporary china with much work published on the
subject this book is different from other books in that it presents an overview of the work of chinese
sociologists on how chinese society is changing it reports on a great deal of original research by leading
outstanding chinese scholars including extensive fieldwork and large scale social change survey data and

covers comprehensively the full range of aspects of the subject it assesses developments since the beginning
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of reform in china and provides overall a comprehensive understanding of china s social development and

of the likely impact of future social changes on china

reclaiming chinese society analyses the mechanisms processes and actors producing a wide spectrum of
social and cultural changes in reform china contrary to most literature that emphasizes economic and
political processes at the expense of chinese society this volume argues for the centrality of the social in
understanding chinese development each of the eleven chapters addresses one type of grassroots activism
covering feminist activism civic environmentalism religious revival violence film media intellectuals
housing citizenship and deprivation the wide range of research styles used in this collection including
ethnography regional comparison quantitative and statistical analysis interviews textual and content
analysis offers students a methodologically rich vista to china studies written by subject experts and
covering all aspects of chinese society this book offers an authoritative overview of chinese society it is an
invaluable resource for courses on chinese society and culture and will be of interest to students and

scholars in chinese and asian studies

as china gains power economically politically and militarily and interaction between the chinese and people
outside china increases it becomes more and more important that we understand the social factors that
influence the daily lives of china s population this new introductory textbook is suitable for all students
taking a course on chinese society it presents both historical and contemporary contexts and the latest
available research findings with chapters covering many key aspects of life in china including religion social
policy and welfare the history and impact of the chinese communist party familial relationships ethnicity
gender the media and the education system this textbook gives the reader a user friendly and
comprehensive introduction to the most important issues affecting chinese society today it also includes
handy pedagogical features such as a chronology of the people s republic of china further reading
suggestions and related novels films and autobiographies armed with such a book readers will not only gain
a deeper understanding of chinese society but a rewarding appreciation for the people cultures and social
organizations of the world s most populous country written by a team of contributors from the uk china
australia singapore and hong kong understanding chinese society is suitable for anyone studying chinese

society chinese studies and asian sociology

this intriguing book details the impact of rapid cultural change on the elderly in two predominantly chinese
societies taiwan and singapore as taiwan and singapore become more urban and industrial and large
extended families shrink and become more isolated experiences of older family members become very
different from those in traditional chinese society aging in chinese society describes these changes and
discusses how the elderly cope with them interviews with chinese elders and consultants knowledgeable

about their situations along with data from an extensive survey of the aging population conducted by the
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government of singapore illustrate how many aspects of modern life are threatening the quality of life of
the elderly emphasizing the importance of the cultural context in which attitudes and values are formed this
book raises questions about how modernization has affected the aging experience in the united states as
well as in china aging in chinese society develops a holistic approach to aging which emphasizes
understanding the aging experience from the perspective of the elderly themselves brief stories of
individual experience are included to supplement information from interviews and surveys and to illustrate
ways in which elders respond to change geographical historical and cultural contexts of the aging
experience in taiwan and singapore are considered as are interactions of personality culture and religion in
the quality of life of individual chinese elders chapters focus on topics such as the nature of the cultural
changes which have taken place in singapore and taiwan in the last forty years changes in the role status
and function in the family of the elderly and responses of the governments of the two countries to the
changing situation of chinese elders aging in chinese society provides helpful and interesting material for
gerontologists and psychologists interested in ethnicity aging and the impact of cultural change on the
experiences of the elderly everyone interested in a holistic approach to the interactions of personality and
culture or who wish to understand the importance of the holistic approach in working with the elderly will

also find much valuable information

social change in contemporary china offers a wide ranging examination of chinese institutional change in
areas of education religion health care economics labor family and local communities in the post mao era
based on the pioneering work of sociologist ¢ k yang 1911 1999 and his institutional diffusion theory the
essays analyze and develop the theory as it applies to both public and private institutions the
interrelationship of these institutions composes what yang termed the chinese system and affects nearly
every aspect of life yang examined the influence of external factors on each institution such as the influence
of westernization and communism on family and the impact of industrialization on rural markets he also
analyzed the impact of public opinion and past culture on institutions therein revealing the circular nature
of diffusion perhaps most significant are yang s insights on the role of religion in chinese society despite the
common perception that china had no religion he uncovers the influence of classical confucianism as the
basis for many ethical value systems and follows its diffusion into state and kinship systems as well as
taoism and buddhism writing in the early years of communism yang had little hard data with which to test
his theories the contributors to this volume expand upon yang s groundbreaking approach and apply the
model of diffusion to a rapidly evolving contemporary china providing a window into an increasingly

modern chinese society and its institutions

declining fertility rates and increased life expectancies over the last few decades have conspired to make
china one of the more rapidly aging societies in the world aging families in chinese society focuses on the

accelerated social and demographic changes in china and examines their implications for family care and
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support for older adults contributors to this landmark volume portray various challenges facing aging
families in china as a result of reduced family size changing gender expectations rapid economic
development and urbanization rural to urban migration and an emerging but still underdeveloped long
term care system divided into four thematic areas disability and family support family relationships and
mental health filial piety and gender norms and long term care preferences chapters in this volume
confront these burgeoning issues and offer salient policy and practice considerations not just for today s
aging population but future generations to come combining quantitative data from social surveys in china
comparative surveys in taiwan and thailand and qualitative data from in depth interviews aging families in
chinese societies will be of significant interest to students and researchers in aging and gerontology china

and east asian studies and population studies
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than ever. With the rise

of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among the various sources for ebooks,

free ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice. These sites offer a treasure trove of knowledge and

entertainment without the cost. But what makes these sites so valuable, and where can you find the best

ones? Let's dive into the world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.
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Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if you're an avid reader.

Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway around the world,

you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to contemporary novels,

academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of offerings.
Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site provides a wealth

of classic literature in the public domain.
Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free ebooks,

making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and publishers

worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly and offers

books in multiple formats.
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BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource for students

and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.
Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks not only harm

authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware that can be hidden

in downloaded files.
Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the right to distribute

the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.
Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including textbooks and

scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites great for

personal development.
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Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for different grade

levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.
Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial burden of education.
Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young adult novels.
Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with visual

impairments.
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Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to enjoy books.
Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your favorite titles.
Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can pick up right

where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be poor.
Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring between

devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a limitation in areas with
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poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.
Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more seamless and

enjoyable.
Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly vital role in

learning.
Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books without the
financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages and interests, providing educational
materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So why not explore these sites and discover the wealth

of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books that are in the
public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an ebook site is safe? Stick to well-
known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and
ensure the site has proper security measures. Can I download ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites
offer downloads in multiple formats, making them compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets,
and smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks, which are
perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I support authors if I use free ebook sites?

You can support authors by purchasing their books when possible, leaving reviews, and sharing their work

11 Family And Kinship In Chinese Society



Family And Kinship In Chinese Society

with others.
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