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no matter how you view philosophy regardless of what you think it is this series from the
independent will give you a strong sense of the life and work of the very best thinkers in the
philosophical neighbourhood dealing carefully and rationally with the most human of
questions the hardest questions the questions which matter most william james in his last
great work some problems of philosophy wrote that philosophy sees the familiar as if it were
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strange and the strange as if it were familiar it can take things up and lay them down again
its mind is full of air that plays round every subject it rouses us from our native dogmatic
slumber and breaks up our caked prejudices this series shows how philosophical argument
can be profoundly disconcerting in this way how it leads people to question everything they
thought they knew about existence knowledge and ethics

if you put me to death socrates warned his athenian judges you will not easily find anyone
to take my place so indeed it would prove a single cup of hemlock robbing the western
philosophical tradition of the man with best claims to be its founding father yet socrates
influence was not so easily to be done away with his words lovingly recorded by his devoted
disciple plato his doctrines reached a posterity which has through twenty seven centuries
now taken him as its teacher the marriage of idealism and scepticism in his though his
sense of education as self discovery his view of philosophy as preparation for life these
have been the stuff of western thought at its best so completely did socrates embody these
values he was prepared to die in their defence

the most comprehensive introduction to the greatest political thinkers written by a team of
international experts

learn how to live from history s greatest thinkers before the good life was reduced to a
bottle of prozac it was philosophers who offered answers to the most fundamental
guestions about who we are and how to live well in the philosophical life james miller returns
to this vibrant tradition with short and spirited biographies of twelve famous thinkers
examining the interplay of their life and thought from plato who risked his reputation to
tutor a tyrant to kant who wrestled with hypochondria while advocating arch rationality in
his writings each thinker took their own unique approach to the good life but often
struggled to put their theories into practice with a flair for rich anecdote miller provides a
captivating insight into some of history s greatest thinkers and confirms the continuing
relevance of philosophy today

you have probably heard about socrates plato and aristotle when it comes to ancient minds
who created foundations in philosophy science and math these three names would
automatically come up but what exactly did they do to warrant immense respect and
admiration well your fifth grader will soon find out from this biography book

presents a critical study of the life and views of ancient greek philosopher socrates that
references the writings of aristophanes xenophon plato and aristotle

analyzes the controversies and mysteries surrounding socrates life and death including the
debate over his portrayal in plato s socratic dialogues discusses the philosophers writings
about knowledge logic metaphysics science reason forms political science rhetoric and
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more includes busts and other art depicting the philosophers and other important people
includes a bibliography on each for further reading in 427 b c the ancient greek city state of
athens was flourishing approximately 80 years earlier the athenians had formed the first
self representative democracy in history the peloponnesian war against sparta had only just
started and socrates was only beginning to lay the foundation of what would become
western philosophy none of socrates works survived antiquity so most of what is known
about him came from the writings of his followers most notably plato what is known about
socrates is that he seemed to make a career out of philosophy and plato was intent on
following in his footsteps yet for all of the influence of socrates life on his followers it was
socrates death around 399 b c that truly shaped them plato was so embittered by socrates
trial in athens that he completely soured on athenian democracy and aristotle would later
criticize politicians who relied on rhetoric when aristotle s own life was threatened he fled
greece and allegedly remarked i will not allow the athenians to sin twice against philosophy
about a decade after socrates death plato returned to athens and founded his famous
platonic academy around 387 b ¢ which he oversaw for 40 years until his death one of plato
s philosophical beliefs was that writing down teachings was less valuable than passing
them down orally and several of plato s writings are responses to previous writings of his so
plato s personally held beliefs are hard to discern however plato educated several
subsequent philosophers chief among them aristotle and his writings eventually formed the
backbone of western philosophy alongside socrates and plato aristotle is without question
one of the most influential ancient greek philosophers and arguably the greatest icon of
ancient thought his life and work expanded rapidly and extensively across the ancient world
helped in part by the fact he tutored alexander the great he was a recognized and
celebrated intellectual force during all of antiquity and the middle ages furthermore after
aristotle greek thought and political influence began a rapid decline and the cultivation of
knowledge so important during the classic period slowly but surely began to fade making
aristotle the last of ancient greece s great philosophers aristotle s influence on western
philosophical thought is marked by an extensive list of crucial issues that both signaled the
way forward but at the same time boggled philosophers minds throughout the centuries
aristotle s reflections on being as well as his rigorous logic were his most important
philosophical legacy but he was also an intellectual in the broadest sense of the word his
interests went beyond metaphysical questions and into practical life and practical
knowledge from ethics to politics rhetoric and the sciences all of which left a profound
impact on western political thought and ethics naturally this has also made him one of the
foundations of knowledge and philosophical thought that subsequent philosophers relied
on when forming and refining their own philosophies antiquity s greatest philosophers
chronicles the lives works and philosophies of all three philosophers in depth while
analyzing their enduring legacies you will learn about socrates plato and aristotle like never
before
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the emergence of philosophy in ancient greece during the sixth century bce represents one
of the most revolutionary developments in human intellectual history marking the transition
from mythological explanations of natural phenomena to systematic rational inquiry that
sought to understand the world through observation reasoning and critical analysis rather
than relying solely on traditional religious narratives or divine revelation this transformation
occurred in the greek colonies of asia minor where contact with diverse cultures and
prosperity from trade created conditions favorable for intellectual innovation while the
political freedom of greek city states provided environments where bold thinkers could
challenge conventional wisdom without fear of religious or political persecution the
historical context that enabled this intellectual revolution included both the material
prosperity that freed some individuals from the daily struggle for survival and the cultural
confidence that came from greek military and commercial success throughout the
mediterranean world the greek colonies in ionia particularly cities like miletus benefited
from their strategic position at the crossroads of european asian and african trade routes
while their exposure to egyptian mathematics babylonian astronomy and persian religious
thought provided intellectual stimulation that encouraged questioning of traditional greek
explanations of natural phenomena the absence of powerful priesthoods or rigid religious
orthodoxies in greek society allowed innovative thinkers to explore new ideas without
facing the kind of religious persecution that might have stifled intellectual development in
other ancient civilizations
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