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the definitve guide to the history of ancient israel the history of ancient israel covers the epic story of

jewish civilisation from its beginnings to the destruction of jerusalem and the temple in ad 70 it deals

with israel s relations with the great empires which shaped its development and with the changing

internal structure of the jewish state drawing both on excavation and the hebrew bible

a significant achievement this book moves our understanding of the history of israel forward as

dramatically as john bright s a history of israel martin noth s history of israel and william f albright s

from the stone age ot cristianity did at an earlier period

a classic introduction to the life world of israel unmissable f or all studying the hebrew scriptures

israel ancient kingdom or late invention is a collection of essays responding to the radical claims that

israel and its history actually began following the babylonian exile and that the history of israel we

read about in the bible is a fictionalized account contributors are leading bible and archaeology scholars
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who bring extra biblical evidence to bear for the historicity of the old testament and provide case

studies of new work being done in the field of archaeology and old testament studies

a  number  of  histories  of  israel  have  been  written  over  the  past  few  decades  yet  the  basic

methodological questions are not always addressed how do we write such a history and how can we

know anything about the history of israel the purpose of this study is to provide a collection and

analysis of the materials necessary for writing such a history

grounded in the latest archeological developments victor matthews s a brief history of ancient israel

presents a concise history of israel covering the ancestral period conquest and settlement the monarchy

and both the exilic and postexilic periods using supplemental figures and insets the author concentrates

on  providing  a  cogent  and  condensed  discussion  of  events  he  examines  historical  geography

archaeological data and where relevant comparative cultural materials from other ancient near eastern

civilizations with an accessible yet high quality introduction a brief history of ancient israel will be of

immense value to both students of the old testament and the scholars who teach them

the most refreshing and innovative approach to ancient israelite society which i  have ever read

matthews and benjamin draw extensively and creatively on biblical and ancient near eastern literature

as well as the newest work in anthropology this book fills a major need for a masterful synthesis of life

in ancient israel mark smith st joseph s university

preliminary material g w anderson p a h de boer g r castellino henry cazelles j a emerton e nielsen h g

may and w zimmerli h ringgren israel s place among the religions of the ancient near east h ringgren j

a soggin der breitrag des konigtums zur israelitischen religion j a soggin p a h de boer an aspect of

sacrifice p a h de boer w zimmerli die bedeutung der grossen schriftprophetie fur das alttestamentliche

reden von gott w zimmerli d j mccarthy berit and covenant in the deuteronomistic history d j mccarthy

m haran the passover sacrifice m haran h d preuss das gottesbild der alteren weisheit israels h d preuss

r b y scott wise and foolish righteous and wicked r b y scott p r ackroyd the temple vessels a

continuity theme p r ackroyd

in popular presentation some treat the bible as a reliable source for the history of israel while others

suggest that archaeology has shown that it cannot be trusted at all this volume debates the issue of

how such widely divergent views have arisen and will become an essential source of reference for the

future

this classic textbook widely used for over two decades constructs a history of ancient israel and judah

through a thorough investigation of epigraphical archaeological and biblical sources approaching biblical

history as history miller and hayes examine the political and economic factors that give context to the

israelite monarchy s actions and the biblical writers accounts now updated with the latest research and

critical discoveries including the tel dan inscription and considering the lively debate surrounding the

reliability of biblical accounts miller and hayes s judicious and even handed portrayal gives detailed

attention to the nature strengths and limitations of various forms of evidence for understanding israel s

origins and early history the new edition also includes thirty four new maps helpful  notes and
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numerous charts and photographs

the history of israel is a much debated topic in old testament studies on one side are minimalists who

find little of historical value in the hebrew bible on the other side are those who assume the biblical

text is a precise historical record many serious students of the bible find themselves between these two

positions and would benefit from a careful exploration of issues in israelite history this substantive

history of israel textbook values the bible s historical contribution without overlooking critical issues and

challenges featuring the latest scholarship the book introduces students to the current state of research

on issues relevant to the study of ancient israel the editors and contributors all top biblical scholars and

historians discuss historical evidence in a readable manner using both canonical and chronological

lenses to explore israelite history illustrative items such as maps and images visually support the book s

content tables and sidebars are also included

intended primarily as a textbook for undergraduates this volume has the following major divisions each

divided into chapters i an introduction to the people including the essential stance of the biblical

material methods of analysis and the geographical setting ii the origins of the people including a brief

history of old testament criticism the patriarchal traditions the exodus event and the covenant at sinai

iii the growth of the people from the wilderness period to the time of elijah iv the demise of the

people from the emergence of the literary prophets to the time of the exile v the renewal of the people

from the second isaiah through the end of the old testament period there is an extensive bibliography

arranged topically and by chapters indexes of authors and subjects and photos and maps scattered

appropriately throughout the volume concerning many basic issues a range of scholary opinions is cited

followed by a judicious evaluation and a list of the author s conclusions only occasionally may the

average informed reader want to take serious issue with the author each chapter dealing with the

biblical text is accompanied by a list of passages which the student is to read in conjunction with it a

helpful procedure treatment of a particular segment of biblical material often includes discussion of its

theological  stance  the  author  has  included coverage  of  many more  topics  than introductions  of

comparable size from the journal of biblical literature review by lloyd r bailey duke university professor

kuntz has written a very helpful introductory text the traditions and texts of the hebrew bible are set

within a historical framework but the text is more than a history of ancient israel kuntz presents in a

succinct  fashion major  historiographical  and interpretative  positions  he has  included an excellent

bibliography which includes commentaries atlases journals as well as bibliographies structured along the

lines of the table of contents kuntz has written a very readable and thorough introduction to the

hebrew bible from the journal of the american academy of religion by richard d hecht university of

california santa barbara although the subtitle includes the three areas of literature history and thought

this volume is primarily concerned with the literature of the old testament a vast amount of information

is made available in a breezy well articulated and engaging style kuntz keeps his readers informed on

presently controversial issues but he does not allow the intricacies of such current debates to obscure

the flow of the work as a whole each chapter is  amply footnoted and an extensive annotated

bibliography concludes the volume some seventy photographs enhance an already clear and concise

presentation the vigorous and open stance of the work evident in its lack of defensive or apologetic

intent finds confirmation in the author s statement to engage in the old testament hermeneutical task is
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to engage in a dialogue with ancient israel as that dialogue unfolds the interpreter will be required to

place his  own view of the world on trial  kuntz has ably demonstrated that  the major task of

introducing the old testament to the interested layperson can be accomplished successfully without

jargon and sophisticated detail this volume deserves a wide readership and will serve as a very fine

foundation in introductory courses to the entire old testament from the catholic biblical quarterly by

david p reid ss cc washington theological coalition silver spring maryland

the history of ancient israel a guide for the perplexed provides the student with the perfect guide to

why and how the history of this most contested region has been studies and why it continues to be

studied today philip r davies one of the leading scholars of ancient israel in recent years begins by

examining the relevance of the study of ancient israel giving an overview of the sources and issues

facing historians in approaching the material davies then continues by looking at the various theories

and hypotheses that  scholars  have advanced throughout the 20th century showing how different

approaches are presented and in some cases how they are both underpinned and undermined by a

range of ideological perspectives davies also explains the rise and fall of biblical archaeology the

maximalist minimalist debate after this helpful survey of past methodologies davies introduces readers

to the current trends in biblical scholarship in the present day covering areas such as cultural memory

the impact of literary and social scientific theory and the notion of invented history finally davies

considers the big question how the various sources of knowledge can be combined to write a modern

history that combines and accounts for all the data available in a meaningful way this new guide will

be a must for students of the hebrew bible old testament

whether on a national or a personal level everyone has a complex relationship with their closest

neighbors where are the borders how much interaction should there be how are conflicts solved ancient

israel was one of several small nations clustered in the eastern mediterranean region between the large

empires of egypt and mesopotamia in antiquity frequently mentioned in the bible these other small

nations are seldom the focus of the narrative unless they interact with israel the ancient israelites who

produced the hebrew bible lived within a rich context of multiple neighbors and this context profoundly

shaped israel indeed it was through the influence of the neighboring people that israel defined its own

identity in terms of geography language politics religion and culture ancient israel s neighbors explores

both  the  biblical  portrayal  of  the  neighboring  groups  directly  surrounding  israel  the  canaanites

philistines phoenicians edomites moabites ammonites and arameans and examines what we can know

about these groups through their own literature archaeology and other sources through its analysis of

these surrounding groups this book will demonstrate in a direct and accessible manner the extent to

which ancient israelite identity was forged both within and against the identities of its close neighbors

animated by the latest and best research yet written for students this book will invite readers into

journey of scholarly discovery to explore the world of israel s identity within its most immediate ancient

near eastern context

the historical and literary questions about ancient israel that traditionally have preoccupied biblical

scholars have often overlooked the social realities of life experienced by the vast majority of the

population of ancient israel volumes in the library of ancient israel draw on multiple disciplines such as
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archaeology anthropology sociology and literary criticism to illumine the everyday realities and social

subtleties these ancient cultures experienced this series employs sophisticated methods resulting in

original contributions that depict the reality of the people behind the hebrew bible and interprets these

scholarly insights for a wide variety of readers individually and collectively these books will expand our

vision of the culture and society of ancient israel thereby generating new appreciation for its impact up

to the present patrick miller investigates the role religion played in an expanding circle of influences in

ancient israel the family village tribe and nation state he situates israel s religion in context where a

variety of social forces affected beliefs and where popular cults openly competed with the official

religion miller makes extensive use of both epigraphic and artefactual evidence as he deftly probes the

complexities of iron age culture and society and their enduring significance for people today

throughout the past three decades nadav na aman has repeatedly proved that he is one of the most

careful historians of ancient canaan and israel with broad expertise he has brought together archaeology

text and the inscriptional material from all of the ancient near east to bear on the history of ancient

israel and the land of canaan during the second and first millenniums b c e many of his studies have

been published as journal articles or notes and yet together they constitute one of the most important

bodies of literature on the subject in recent years particularly because of the careful attention to

methodology that na aman always has brought to his work this final volume in the 3 volume set of na

aman s collected essays contains 29 essays among the topics addressed are the sources available to

israel s historians late in the first millennium b c e the reality behind the narratives relating to the

history of the united monarchy the effect of the author s own time on the composition of the histories

of saul david and solomon and the contributions of archaeology to the study of the tenth century b c e

in the course of covering these themes na aman touches on topics such as history and historiography

textual and literary problems historical geography society administration cult and religion

religion in ancient israel didn t develop in a vacuum it was influenced by the near eastern culture

around it as much as it in turn influenced that culture dearman explores that dynamic interplay in this

thought provoking study using archaeological and literary evidence both biblical and extrabiblical he

shows how distinctive old testament traditions such as the paradoxical role of the prophets flourished in

the interaction of israelite religion with cultural and political forces while other traditions languished

religion and culture in ancient israel by j andrew dearman is the comprehensive study of religious

forms and customs that has been needed by the discipline for many years dearman s work is a mixture

of traditional and social scientific examinations of the world of ancient israel and its social matrix from

its opening use of clifford geertz definition of religion a tone is set but not one that over interprets the

available sources there is no parallelomania here no exaggeration of archaeological data no theological

agenda and no attempt to rehash albright or gottwald instead dearman provides a fresh approach

geared to both a historical and a literary examination of religious forms and phenomena in ancient

israel the goal of any textbook is to provide 1 information in a systematic manner and 2 to hold the

interest of the reader so that the author s message gets across to his or her audience dearman has

succeeded well with both of these victor matthews professor of religious studies southwest missouri

state university
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although scholars have for centuries primarily been interested in using the study of ancient israel to

explain illuminate and clarify the biblical story megan bishop moore and brad e kelle describe how

scholars today seek more and more to tell the story of the past on its own terms drawing from both

biblical and extrabiblical sources to illuminate ancient israel and its neighbors without privileging the

biblical perspective biblical history and israel s past provides a comprehensive survey of how study of

the old testament and the history of israel has changed since the middle of the twentieth century

moore and kelle discuss significant trends in scholarship trace the development of ideas since the 1970s

and summarize major scholars viewpoints issues and developments

this work offers a reconstruction of the politics of ancient israel within the wider political environment

of the ancient near east gottwald begins by questioning the view of some biblical scholars that the

primary factor influencing israel s political evolution was its religion
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