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morton argues that the chief stumbling block to environmental thinking is the image of nature
most writers promote they propose a new world view but their very zeal to preserve the natural
world leads them away from the nature they revere to have a properly ecological view morton
suggests we must relinquish once and for all the idea of nature

a  groundbreaking  ecocritical  study  that  examines  how  ideas  about  the  natural  and  built
environment informed architectural  and decorative trends of the roman late republican and
early imperial periods landscape emerged as a significant theme in the roman late republican and
early  imperial  periods  writers  described  landscape  in  texts  and  treatises  its  qualities  were
praised and sought out in everyday life and contemporary perceptions of the natural and built
environment as well  as  ideas about nature and art  were intertwined with architectural  and
decorative trends this illustrated volume examines how representations of real and depicted
landscapes and the merging of both in visual space contributed to the creation of novel languages
of art and architecture drawing on a diverse body of archaeological art historical and literary
evidence  this  study  applies  an  ecocritical  lens  that  moves  beyond  the  limits  of  traditional
iconography chapters consider for example how garden designs and paintings appropriated the
cultures  and  ecosystems  brought  under  roman  control  and  the  ways  miniature  landscape
paintings chronicled the transformation of the italian shoreline with colonnaded villas pointing to
the changing relationship of humans with nature making a timely and original contribution to
current discourses on ecology and art and architectural history shaping roman landscape reveals
how  roman  ideas  of  landscape  and  the  decorative  strategies  at  imperial  domus  and  villa
complexes that gave these ideas shape were richly embedded with meanings of nature culture
and labor

with this poetic and scholarly collection of stories about art artists and their materials nathaniel
stern argues that ecology aesthetics and ethics are inherently entwined and together act as the
cornerstone for all contemporary arts practices an ecological approach says stern takes account
of agents processes thoughts and relations humans matter concepts things not yet things politics
economics and industry are all actively shaped in and as their interrelation and aesthetics are a
style of and orientation toward thought and thus action including dozens of color images this
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book narrativizes artists and artworks ranging from print to installation bio art to community
activism contextualizing and amplifying our experiences and practices of complex systems and
forces  our  experiences  and  practices  of  thought  stern  an  artist  himself  writes  with  an  eco
aesthetic that continually unfurls artful tactics that can also be used in everyday existence

critical plant studies in taiwan presents a historical overview of vegetal ecocriticism in taiwan
divided into 12 chapters it examines the human plant entanglements on the island covering a
wide  spectrum  of  topics  such  as  the  imperial  plant  explorations  the  military  casuarina
afforestation  the  mangrove  conservation  movement  the  ecofeminist  rooftop  garden  the
indigenous  millet  restoration  the  underground  mycorrhizal  network  in  urban  taipei  etc  it
discloses the phyto politics in the historical context of the vegetal materialist condition of the
island  intersecting  the  poetics  and  politics  of  plant  narratives  it  presents  the  multispecies
plantscapes of the island the first of its kind the collection launches the historical and localized
critical plant studies in taiwan

a landmark volume for defining the terrain of environmental philosophy rethinking nature brings
the voices of leading continental philosophers into discussion about what is emerging as one of
our most pressing and timely concerns the environmental crisis facing our planet the essays
featured in this volume embrace environmental philosophy in its broadest sense and include
topics such as environmental ethics environmental aesthetics ontology theology gender and the
environment and the role of science and technology in forming knowledge about our world here
philosophy goes out into the field and comes back with rich insights and new approaches to
environmental problems

in living in the landscape arnold berleant explores new ways of thinking about how we live and
might live in the landscapes that enfold us through the concepts of aesthetic engagement and
environmental continuity he proposes a new paradigm that offers a holistic approach to the
meaning of place and places of meaning in our lives although environmental aesthetics is linked in
the popular mind to dramatic vistas and monumental landscapes the grand canyon for example
berleant is much more concerned with the commonplace settings of everyday life he argues that
our active appreciation of or aesthetic engagement with the prosaic landscapes of home work
local travel and recreation plays a vital role in our discovery of hidden continuities as well as
pleasure and meaning in the places we inhabit berleant begins with a general introduction to
environmental aesthetics identifying the kinds of experience meanings and values it involves and
describing its historical sources and the issues with which it is concerned in the rest of the book
he spotlights new directions in the field as they relate to education community creativity and the
sacred and provides an insightful analysis of negative environmental aesthetics throughout he is
both thoughtful and entertaining as evidenced in his extended critique of the pop post modern
environment  of  disney  world  berleant  addresses  issues  commonly  associated  with  the
environmental movement e g preservation pollution control and quality of life but his study
draws from a wide range of disciplines and for that reason should also appeal to scholars and
students  interested  in  art  and  aesthetics  landscape  architecture  and  planning  urban  and
environmental design and cultural geography as well as environmental studies

first book length ecocritical  study of cold war american literaturecompelling analyses of the
function and representation of nature in a wide range of cold war fiction and poetry by authors
including paul bowles j d salinger jack kerouac allen ginsberg and mary mccarthy reveals the
prevalence of portrayals of nature as an infinite interdependent system in american literature
written between 1945 and 1971 daw astutely highlights the cold war s often overlooked role in
environmental history and argues that rachel carson s silent spring 1962 can be considered as
part of a trend of increasingly ecological depictions of nature in literature written after 1945 by
exploring the most recent developments in the field of ecocriticism the book is embedded within
current ecocritical debates concerning the anthropocene and anthropogenic climate change key
featurescontains five case studies of six cold war writers paul bowles peggy pond church j d
salinger jack kerouac allen ginsberg and mary mccarthyoffers an in depth exploration of the
influences behind each writer s presentation of natureshows the cold war to be a time of seismic



Ecology Without Nature Rethinking Environmental Aesthetics

3 Ecology Without Nature Rethinking Environmental Aesthetics

change in the human s relationship to the environment and demonstrates the degree to which
this  inflects  cold  war  literatureengages  with  the  most  recent  developments  in  the  field  of
ecocriticism which drive the study s analytical methodology and embed the book within current
ecocritical debates

drawing  on  early  modern  french  thought  to  free  nature  and  aesthetics  from  metaphysical
humanism  what  good  is  aesthetics  in  a  time  of  ecological  crisis  toward  a  premodern
posthumanism anarchic ontologies of earthly life in early modern france shows that philosophical
aesthetics contains unheeded potentialities for challenging the ontological subjection of nature
to  the  human  subject  drawing  on  deconstructive  ecological  and  biopolitical  thought  chad
córdova uncovers in aesthetics something irreducible to humanist metaphysics an account of
how beings emerge and are interrelated responsive and even response able without reason or
why this anarchic and atelic ontology recovered from kant becomes the guiding thread for a new
premodern trajectory of posthumanism charting a path from aristotle to heidegger to today s
plant thinking with new readings of montaigne pascal diderot rousseau and others along the way
this capacious study reveals the untimely relevance of pre 1800 practices of writing science and
art enacting a multitemporal mode of reading córdova offers a defense and illustration of the
importance of returning to early modern texts as a way to rethink nature art ethics and politics in
a time when these concepts are in flux and more contentious than ever

environmental aesthetics crosses several commonly recognized divides between analytic and
continental  philosophy  eastern  and  western  traditions  universalizing  and  historicizing
approaches and theoretical  and practical  concerns this  volume sets out to show how these
perspectives  can  be  brought  into  conversation  with  one  another  the  first  part  surveys  the
development  of  the  field  and  discusses  some  important  future  directions  the  second  part
explains how widening the scope of environmental aesthetics demands a continual rethinking of
the relationship between aesthetics and other fields how does environmental aesthetics relate to
ethics does aesthetic appreciation of the environment entail an attitude of respect what is the
relationship  between  the  theory  and  practice  the  third  part  is  devoted  to  the  relationship
between the aesthetics of nature and the aesthetics of art can art help save the earth the final
part illustrates the emergence of practical applications from theoretical studies by focusing on
concrete case studies

published  on  the  occasion  of  the  first  aros  triennial  a  new  international  contemporary  art
exhibition that will be presented every three years in aarhus denmark in association with the
aros art museum a catalogue on man s changing relations to nature as seen through art using the
garden as a symbol the triennial covers artworks from the baroque to contemporary art and from
painting sculpture and installations to art works that redefine the boundaries for art and nature
the aros triennial the garden end of times beginning of times uses man s coexistence with and
view on nature indicating how varying world views religious political  ideological  cultural  or
scientific have had an impact on how nature has been represented in art through the ages english
and danish text

thomas havens shows how revolutionary officials in the 1870s seized private properties and
converted  them  into  public  parks  for  educating  and  managing  citizens  in  the  new  emperor
sanctioned state rebuilding tokyo and yokohama after the earthquake and fires of 1923 spurred
the spread of urban parklands both in the capital and other cities according to havens the growth
of suburbs the national mobilization of world war ii  and the post 1945 american occupation
helped speed the creation of more urban parks setting the stage for vast increases in public green
spaces during japan s golden age of affluence from the 1960s through the 1980s since the 1990s
the japanese public has embraced a heightened ecological consciousness and become deeply
involved in the design and management of both city and natural parks realms once monopolized
by government bureaucrats as in other prosperous countries public private partnerships have
increasingly  become  the  norm  in  operating  parks  for  public  benefit  yet  the  heavy  hand  of
officialdom is still felt throughout japan s open lands
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this volume explores the multi faceted semantics of ecology in contemporary indigenous theater
and performance it focuses on the ways in which indigenous playwrights from north america and
oceania depict the human link with nature in today s global age

this book uses the theme of debatable lands a term first applied to disputed parts of the anglo
scottish border to explore aspects of writing in the romantic period walter scott brought it to a
wider public and the phrase came to be applied by metaphorical extension to debates which were
not so much geographical but intellectual political or artistic these debates are pursued in a
collection of essays grouped under the headings britain and ireland and europe and beyond
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