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asking a question means essentially presenting the hearer with a set of propositions with the request that she choose from it those that are true
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it is a well known fact about natural language that questions can be biased the propositions presented are not all equal so to speak for example
the speaker s belief or contextual evidence might favor some against others the formal means employed by grammar to express such biases have
been of interest to linguists for a long time and the investigation is still on going the contributions in this volume all pertain to biased questions
they grew out of talks presented at the workshop biased questions experimental results and theoretical modelling which took place at the
leibniz zentrum allgemeine sprachwissenschaft as part of the erc project speech acts in grammar and discourse spagad the papers are written by
mostly senior researchers of different expertise who have previously published on the same topic and explore this fascinating linguistic
phenomenon from a variety of theoretical angles pragmatics semantics syntax phonology psychology and acquisition the languages under
discussion include chinese english hungarian russian turkish and vietnamese the collection provides the reader with a rich set of data and

several open issues for future research

pondering on problems of argumentation is a collection of twenty essays brought together for anyone who is interested in theoretical issues in
the study of argumentation this collection of papers gives the reader an insightful and balanced view of the kind of theoretical issues
argumentation theorists are currently concerned with because most of the perspectives on argumentation that are en vogue are represented this
volume provides a multidisciplinary and even interdisciplinary outlook on the current state of affairs in argumentation theory some of the
contributions in pondering on problems of argumentation deal with problems of argumentation that have been recognized as theoretical issues
for a considerable time like the problems of fallaciousness and identifying argumentation structures other contributions discuss issues that have
become a focus of attention only recently or regained their prominence such as the relationship between dialectic and rhetoric and the strategic
use of the argumentative technique of dissociation in five separate sections papers are included dealing with argumentative strategies problems
of norms of reasonableness and fallaciousness types of argument and argument schemes the structure of argumentation and rules for advocacy

and discussion

pragmatics has grown considerably in its relatively short history from its original disciplinary influences in philosophy and linguistics into a
multidisciplinary field that encompasses a range of theoretical and empirical concerns the routledge pragmatics encyclopedia captures the

diversity of these intellectual interests in a comprehensive single volume edition the routledge pragmatics encyclopedia covers concepts and
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theories that have traditionally been associated with pragmatics but also recent areas of development within the field scholars who have had a
significant influence on pragmatics interdisciplinary exchanges between pragmatics and other areas of enquiry and all major research trends
extensive cross references between entries along with suggestions for further reading at the end of entries ensure that the interested reader can
pursue additional study of chosen topics with over 200 entries written by leading academics from around the world the routledge pragmatics
encyclopedia captures the rich complexity of pragmatics in an accessible manner this reference will be relevant to students of pragmatics as well

as to established scholars in the field

this collection serves two important functions it synthesizes theory and research in the vital and vibrant area of communication and emotion and
it highlights the scholarly work and contributions of dolf zillmann the preeminent contributor to this area of inquiry as one of the most
productive and influential scholars in the annals of communication inquiry zillmann is well known for his contributions in the areas of
communication emotion media effects and aggression editors jennings bryant david roskos ewoldsen and joanne cantor have collected
groundbreaking essays from scholars active in the field all of whom studied under or worked with zillmann during his exemplary career the
contributions included here acknowledge the significance of zillmann s work and identify many of the intellectual streams that contributed to
his scholarship utilizing both psychology and communication perspectives this volume covers the current literature in communication and
emotion with a focus on key theories media effects and entertainment theory as a comprehensive synthesis of theory and research in
communication and emotion it will be of great interest to scholars in communication theory cognitive and social psychology and
psychophysiology with a concluding state of the art chapter by dolf zillmann himself this volume offers a thorough and distinctive examination

of communication and emotion scholarship and it will serve as an invaluable resource for current and future generations of scholars

recent research on the syntax of signed language has revealed that apart from some modality specific differences signed languages are organized
according to the same underlying principles as spoken languages this book addresses the organization and distribution of functional categories in

american sign language asl focusing on tense agreement and wh constructions

this tongue in cheek book that will have its readers not only laughing out loud but perhaps even learning something utterly irrelevant too
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linguists reconsider issues raised in chomsky s 1977 article on wh movement from the perspective of current minimalist theory
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