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in 2012 narendra modi became the first hindu nationalist politician thrice elected to lead a
state of the indian union his stewardship as chief minister of gujarat being the longest in
that state s history modi and his bjp supporters explained his achievement by pointing to
economic growth under his leadership yet detractors point out that modi has been more
business friendly than market friendly to the benefit of large industrial corporations and at the
cost of great social polarisation in 2002 an anti muslim pogrom of unparalleled ferocity
occurred in gujarat leading to the biggest number of muslim deaths since partition the state
s hindu majority immediately rallied around modi no serious riot has occurred in gujarat since
but polarisation was key to modi s strategy there and he has deployed that strategy again
and again since he became prime minister of india in 2014 for modi has cultivated a
communal image a marketing genius his messaging combines the politics of hindutva with
economic modernisation to the clear appreciation of gujarat s middle class christophe jaffrelot
s revealing book shows how modi s gujarat served as the laboratory of modi s india not only

in terms of hindu majoritarianism and national populism but also of caste and class politics

a riveting account of how a popularly elected leader has steered the world s largest
democracy toward authoritarianism and intolerance over the past two decades thanks to
narendra modi hindu nationalism has been coupled with a form of national populism that has
ensured its success at the polls first in gujarat and then in india at large modi managed to
seduce a substantial number of citizens by promising them development and polarizing the
electorate along ethno religious lines both facets of this national populism found expression in
a highly personalized political style as modi related directly to the voters through all kinds of
channels of communication in order to saturate the public space drawing on original
interviews conducted across india christophe jaffrelot shows how modi s government has
moved india toward a new form of democracy an ethnic democracy that equates the
majoritarian community with the nation and relegates muslims and christians to second class

citizens who are harassed by vigilante groups he discusses how the promotion of hindu
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nationalism has resulted in attacks against secularists intellectuals universities and ngos
jaffrelot explains how the political system of india has acquired authoritarian features for
other reasons too eager to govern not only in new delhi but also in the states the
government has centralized power at the expense of federalism and undermined institutions
that were part of the checks and balances including india s supreme court modi s india is a
sobering account of how a once vibrant democracy can go wrong when a government
backed by popular consent suppresses dissent while growing increasingly intolerant of ethnic

and religious minorities

this book presents a comprehensive overview of india s electoral democracy and political
system it provides an in depth analysis of the 2019 parliamentary elections to explore three
crucial facts of india s political life the legitimacy of political competition as the only basis of
power elections as the only legitimate basis of political competition and political parties as
the only legitimate agency to conduct political competition the book argues that the vitality
and resilience of india s electoral democracy remain high owing to large mass participation in
elections that are competitive and relatively free and fair the volume includes key theoretical
empirical and comparative perspectives on parties and elections from experts and covers all
major political parties of india along with the performance of many representative regional
parties it discusses themes such as elections and party competition in india ideology interest
religion and gender as they affect social mobilisation and political transaction economic and
politial change and multiparty democracy the dynamics of the muslim vote fluctuating
electoral fortunes and electoral campaigns and role of social media this book will be an
essential read for scholars and researchers of political science political sociology election
studies indian politics south asian politics and south asian studies it will also interest those in
politics public policy and governance civil society organisations media and journalism and the

general reader

authoritarian populism and bovine political economy in modi s india analyses how the twin

forces of hindu nationalism and neoliberalism unfold in india s bovine economy revealing their
often devastating material and economic impact on the country s poor this book is a rare in
depth study of india s bovine economy under narendra modi s authoritarian populism this is

an economy that throws up a central paradox on the one hand an entrenched and aggressive
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hindu nationalist politics is engaged in violently protecting the cow disciplining those who do
not sufficiently respect and revere it on the other hand india houses and continuously
promotes one of the world s largest corporate controlled beef export economies that
depends on the slaughter of millions of bovines every year the book offers an original
analysis of this scenario to show how modi s authoritarian populist regime has worked to
reconcile the two by simultaneously promoting a virulent hindu nationalism that seeks to turn
india into a hindu state while also pushing neoliberal economic policies favouring corporate
capital and elite class interests within and beyond the bovine economy the book brings out
the adverse impacts of these political economic processes on the lives and livelihoods of
millions of poor indians in countryside and city in addition it identifies emerging weaknesses
in modi s authoritarian populism highlighting the potential for progressive counter mobilisation
it will be of interest to scholars in the fields of development studies south asia studies
critical agrarian studies as well as scholars with a general interest in political economy

contemporary authoritarian populism and social movements

this book critically examines new perspectives on the transformations in the indian diaspora it
studies the changing perspectives on the historical background of the diaspora and analyses
fresh and emerging views in response to new configurations in diaspora relations the volume
highlights the transformation of the old indian diaspora into a new ensemble in which
economic ideological and cultural forces predominate and interact closely it looks at various
themes including indian indentured emigration to sugar colonies comparisons between labour
migration from india and china the girmitiya diaspora the indian diaspora in africa and the
rise of racial nationalism india s soft power in the gulf region and the repurposing of the
hindutva idea of india for western societies as undertaken by diaspora communities lucid and
topical this book will be useful for scholars and researchers of diaspora studies migration
studies political studies international relations globalisation political sociology sociology and

south asia studies

contrary to prior expectations narendra modi has expended a significant amount of time
energy and political capital in conducting india s engagement with the outside world since
becoming prime minister in may 2014 in accordance with wider perceptions about modi there

were expectations of significant if not radical change in indian foreign policy under his charge
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this sentiment led to a section of indian strategists and foreign policy watchers conceiving

the notion of a modi doctrine in indian foreign policy this notion of foreign policy doctrines is

not new to the analysis of indian foreign policy previous incarnations include the indira

doctrine of the 1970s the gujral doctrine for a brief period in the late 1990s and the

manmohan doctrine in the period before modi was elected as prime minister this edited

volume attempts to interrogate the extent to which indian foreign policy under modi has

undergone significant change and the extent to which this manifests itself as a new doctrine

in indian foreign policy the individual chapters cover key bilateral relationships the united

states china australia and pakistan as well as broader regional relationships south asia and

the indian ocean region and specific themes such as economic diplomacy
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