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how can concepts such as hegemony identity the imaginary dislocation and empty
signifiers illuminate key aspects of contemporary society and politics this
pathbreaking and multi focal book contains a clear introductory statement of the
theoretical approach used and concludes with an assessment of the future
directions of discourse theory in the social sciences

the legitimacy of the european union is a much studied and highly contested subject
unlike other works this book does not engage in another review of the shifts of
public opinion and perception regarding the eu instead it offers a different and
innovative perspective by focusing on constructions of legitimacy in the european
commission starting from the premise that legitimacy is discursively constructed the
book engages in a fine grained analysis of legitimacy discourses in the european
commission since the early 1970s embedded in a poststructuralist theoretical
framework hegemonies of legitimation also sheds light on the conditions that made
radical shifts of legitimacy discourses possible and illustrates how these discursive
shifts paved the way for different types of legitimation policies as such the book
maps and reconstructs the historically variable discursive landscape of competing
articulations of what legitimacy signifies in the case of the ec eu and provides us with
a detailed picture of the history of the commission s struggle for legitimacy

this book examines the failure of islamic politics in becoming a hegemonic force in
indonesia and the far reaching consequences for current practices of democracy
and of islam itself in contrast to the thesis of compatibility between islam and
democracy following the dominant discourse of the global war on terror gwot and
neoliberal democracy this study situates islamic politics in broader social settings by
examining its nature and trajectories throughout indonesia s modern political history
the book thus investigates how the practices of islamic politics or islamism have
shaped and been transformed through political contestations and the formation of
coalitions of multiple forces in constructing indonesia s socio political landscape
using the concept of hegemony from poststructuralist discourse theory the
analytical framework applied in this book goes beyond liberal epistemologies of
islamism that prescribe the separation of religion from politics and treat islamism as
an object of intervention instead the book is premised on the contention that
indonesia is a political construction in which islam has become one of the major
discourses that have defined and transformed indonesia s nation state throughout
history in this view it is argued that the nature and dynamics of islamism are not
driven primarily by different interpretations of religious doctrines cultural norms or
by the imperative of institutions rather the struggles of different islamist projects in
their quest for hegemony are contingent on the outcomes of socio political changes
and contestations that involve multiple political forces both within and beyond the
islamists in specific historical conjunctures

laclau a critical reader is the first full length critical appraisal of laclau s work and
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includes contributions from several leading philosophers and theorists the first
section examines laclau s theory that the contest between universalism and
particularism provides much of the philosophical background to political and social
struggle taking up the important place accorded to amongst others hegel and lacan
in laclau s work the second section of the book considers what laclau s radical
democracy might look like and reflects on its ethical implications particularly in
relation to laclau s post marxism and thinkers such as jurgen habermas the final
section investigates the place of hegemony in laclau s work the idea for which he is
perhaps best known this stimulating collection also includes replies to his critics by
laclau and the important exchange between laclau and judith butler on equality
making it an excellent companion to laclau s work and essential reading for students
of political and social theory

the creation of afghanistan in 1880 following the second anglo afghan war gave an
empowering voice to the pashtun people the largest ethnic group in a diverse
country in order to distil the narrative of the state s formation and early years a
pashtun centric version of history dominated afghan history and the political process
from 1880 to the 1970s alternative discourses made no appearance in the fledgling
state which lacked the scholarly institutions and any sense of recognition for history
thus providing no alternatives to the narratives produced by the british whose quasi
colonial influence in the region was supreme since 1970 the ongoing crises in
afghanistan have opened the space for non pashtuns including tajiks hazaras and
uzbeks to form new definitions of identity challenge the official discourse and call for
the re writing of the long established narrative at the same time the pashtun camp
through their privileged position in the political settlements of 2001 have attempted
to confront the desire for change in historical perceptions by re emphasising the
pashtun domination of afghan history this crisis of hegemony has led to a deep
antagonism between the pashtun and non pashtun perspectives of afghan history
and threatens the stability of political process in the country

the book security identity and global hegemony examines the themes contained in
the volume and is a study tool through valuable research for experts teachers as
well as students but most importantly these ideas reach the individuals that
governments govern security identity and global hegemony presents an overview of
the institutional security architecture exploring some of the key contemporary
challenges to global security but also specific issues generating insecurity in
different geopolitical areas in geopolitical literature the hegemony refers to
domination or leadership particularly in relations between states but after antonio
gramsci s theory the term refers to features of class relations to specifying a
particular relationship between domination and leadership the effects influence not
only the individual but also the ethnic or national security and identity the 20 authors
researchers and professors in various academic centers include theoretical
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approaches from both traditional and critical standpoints and explain fundamental
concepts underpinning contemporary focal topics

serbia is still widely thought of as an unfinished state whose people struggle to
establish a compelling identity narrative in answer to the question who are we while
existing literature has over analyzed serbian nationalism the serbian public sphere
remains largely ignored this engaging and timely book fills this gap by giving context
to the persistent and overwhelming dialogue between opposing factions on the
identity spectrum in serbia omaljev s focus on elite discourses provides a fresh
perspective on this contentious subject it offers an original understanding of the
competing arguments surrounding first and other serbia and of the contested visions
of serbian national identity and broader european identity by closely examining the
identity vocabulary of serbian elites and the opposing ways in which these elites
view the use of labels such as anti serbian patriot and traitor this book provides a
vital lesson in post conflict nation building and raises important questions about the
symbolic representations of political and cultural identities a much needed and
compelling intervention in the serbian identity discourse omaljev s work is a must
read for any researcher on the western balkans

in the face of recent trends like growing authoritarianism and xenophobic
nationalism the rise of the far right the explosion of economic and social inequalities
heightened geopolitical contest and global capitalism s endless crisis and the
impacts of shocks like the covid 19 pandemic discourses about the decline of the
west no more look like mere ruminations of a handful of cultural depressives and
politically disillusioned they sound increasingly realistic this volume addresses this
issue by mapping and analyzing the forms mechanisms strategies and effects in the
past the present and the future of western hegemonies namely asymmetrical
relations that bring advantages or at least secure the superiority of western state and
non state actors in politics economics and culture broadly understood over the past
decades and centuries westerners never ceased claiming supremacy in all these
spheres a host of these relations were initiated through colonialism and imperialism
and perpetuated through informal imperialism but there are other channels political
interference inequalities between countries and attempts at affirming the supremacy
of the so called western way of life was also secured through the military might and
economic power of great western actors this book explores sites of western
hegemonies and contributes to understanding the mechanisms through which
international hierarchies are formed and maintained bringing together the research
of scholars from various fields in the humanities and social sciences political science
international relations political philosophy sociology history postcolonial studies
criminology and linguistics this volume develops a multidisciplinary outlook on the
issue of western hegemonies that allows uncovering resemblances between various
forms of asymmetrical relations and their mechanisms

Discourse Theory And Political Analysis Identities Hegemonies And Social
4 Change



Discourse Theory And Political Analysis Identities Hegemonies And Social Change

how could an undemocratic regime manage to stabilise russia what is putin s
success formula what are the symbolic and discursive underpinnings of russia s new
stability many outside observers of russia regarded the authoritarian tendencies
during the putin presidency as a retreat from or even the end of democratization
rather than attempting to explain why russia did not follow the trajectory of
democratic transformation this book aims to attain an understanding of the
stabilization process during putin s tenure as president proceeding from the
assumption that the stability created under putin is multi layered the authors attempt
to uncover the underpinnings of the new equilibrium inquiring especially about the
changes and fixations that occurred in the discourses on political and national
identity in doing so the authors analyse the trajectories of the past years from the
traditional perspective of transitology as well as through the lens of post structuralist
discourse theory the two approaches are seen as complementary with the latter
focusing less on the end point of transition than on the nature of the mechanisms
that stabilize the current regime the book focuses on how nationalism became an
increasingly important tool in political discourse and how it affected political identity
sovereign democracy is seen by many contributors as the most explicit
manifestation of a newfound post soviet identity drawing on nationalist ideas while
simultaneously appeasing most sectors of the russian political spectrum

this book provides a series of contemporary and international policy case studies
analysed through discursive methodological approaches in the traditions of critical
discourse analysis social semiotics and discourse theory this is the first volume that
connects this discursive methodology systematically to the field of critical policy
analysis and will therefore be an essential book for researchers who wish to include
a discursive analysis in their critical policy research

over the last decade the united states position as the world s most powerful state
has appeared increasingly unstable the us invasions of afghanistan and irag non
traditional security threats global economic instability the apparent spread of
authoritarianism and illiberal politics together with the rise of emerging powers from
the global south have led many to predict the end of western dominance on the
global stage this book brings together scholars from international relations
economics history sociology and area studies to debate the future of us leadership
in the international system the book analyses the past present and future of us
hegemony in key regions in the asia pacific latin america middle east europe and
africa while also examining the dynamic interactions of us hegemony with other
established rising and re emerging powers such as russia china japan india turkey
and south africa american hegemony and the rise of emerging powers explores how
changes in the patterns of cooperation and conflict among states regional actors
and transnational non state actors have affected the rise of emerging global powers
and the suggested decline of us leadership scholars students and policy
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practitioners who are interested in the future of the us led international system the
rise of emerging powers from the global south and related global policy challenges
will find this multidisciplinary volume an invaluable guide to the shifting position of
american hegemony the open access version of this book available at taylorfrancis
com has been made available under a creative commons attribution non
commercial no derivatives cc by nd 4 0 license

this book looks at the discursive construction of european identities in a variety of
institutional and non institutional contexts and through a variety of social and political
actors its multilevel and interdisciplinary approach rooted in the discourse historical
tradition of critical discourse analysis allows for a comparison of identity
constructions at different levels of europe s social and political organisation and in
different modes of communication the book analyses discourses as diverse as those
of the eu politicians of europe s national media as well as of migrants living in europe
it offers a set of integrated models and analytical procedures which bring to the fore
the inherent dynamism and complexity of both bottom up and top down european
identity constructions

language and hegemony in gramsci introduces gramsci s social and political thought
through his writings on language it shows how his focus on language illuminates his
central ideas such as hegemony organic and traditional intellectuals passive
revolution civil society and subalternity peter ives explores gramsci s concern with
language from his university studies in linguistics to his last prison notebook
hegemony has been seen as gramsci s most important contribution but without
knowledge of its linguistic roots it is often misunderstood this book places gramsci s
ideas within the linguistically influenced social theory of the twentieth century it
summarizes some of the major ideas of ferdinand de saussure ludwig wittgenstein
language philosophy and post structuralism in relation to gramsci s position by
paying great attention to the linguistic underpinnings of gramsci s marxism language
and hegemony in gramsci shows how his theorization of power language and
politics address issues raised by post modernism and the work of michel foucault
jacques derrida chantal mouffe and ernesto laclau

europeanization as discursive practice adopts a poststructuralist reading of
europeanization to study the effects of eu accession in the light of political
territoriality and consequent state building processes in the eu and central and
eastern european countries ceecs and the western balkans from 1990 2013 focusing
on how domestic actors have framed europe eu norms in the debates on territorial
reforms and the implications of this framing on policy reforms it asks how competing
articulations of the eu and its norms construct state territoriality in the given political
and policy debates the book argues that the european union acted as a discursive
force and a challenge to the established structures of understanding of territoriality
statehood and power with this the author proposes a hew research model for the
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study of europeanization that goes beyond the neo institutionalist account of the eu
s policy norm transfer to member non member states this text will be of key interest
to students scholars and practitioners of european integration eu foreign policy
enlargement policy and regional policy and territoriality in post socialist spaces

surveillance and identity analyses the discourse of surveillance in the contemporary
united kingdom drawing upon public language from central government
governmental agencies activist movements and from finance and banking
examining the logics of these discourses and revealing the manner in which they
construct problems of governance in the light of the insecurity of identity this book
shows how identity is fundamentally linked to surveillance as governmental
discourses privilege surveillance as a response to social problems in drawing links
between new technologies and national surveillance projects or concerns
surrounding phenomena such as identity fraud surveillance and identity presents a
new understanding of identity the model of surveillance identity demonstrating that
this is often applied to individuals by powerful organisations at the same time as the
concept is being actively contested in public language the first comprehensive
study of the discursive politics of surveillance in the uk this book makes significant
contributions to surveillance theory governmentality theory and to political and
social identity theories as such it will be of interest to social scientists of all kinds
working on questions of public discourse and political communication identity
surveillance and the relationship between the individual and the state

analyzing changes in the role and place of nato european integration and franco
american relations in foreign policy discourse under presidents jacques chirac and
nicolas sarkozy this book provides an original perspective on french foreign policy
and its identity construction the book employs a novel research design for the
analysis of foreign policies which can be used beyond the case of france by
combining the discourse theory of the essex school with interpretive policy analysis
to examine political ideas and how they are organized into a foreign policy identity
on these grounds the volume undertakes a comparative analysis of parliamentary
and executive discourse of president chirac s failed attempt at nato reintegration in
the 1990s sarkozy s successful attempt in the 2000s and the libyan war ostermann
depicts french foreign policy and identity as turning away from the european union
atlanticizing and losing its american nemesis as a result france uses a much more
pragmatic de unionized and pro american strategy to implement foreign policy
objectives than before offering a new and innovative explanation for a major change
in french foreign policy and grand strategy this book will be of great interest to
scholars of nato european defense cooperation and foreign policy

the routledge handbook of critical discourse studies provides a state of the art
overview of the important and rapidly developing field of critical discourse studies
cds forty one chapters from leading international scholars cover the central theories
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concepts contexts and applications of cds and how they have developed
encompassing approaches analytical methods interdisciplinarity social divisions and
power domains and media including methodologies to assist those undertaking their
own critical research of discourse this handbook is key reading for all those engaged
in the study and research of critical discourse analysis within english language and
linguistics communication media studies and related areas

draws on theories and methods from the social sciences to develop a framework for
the systematic study of human rights problems this book includes an outline of the
scope of human rights the factors that have an impact on human rights and a
summary of the social science theories it is useful for scholars and practitioners of
this area

in a post macpherson post 9 11 world criminal justice agencies are adapting their
responses to criminal behaviour across diverse ethnic groups race crime and
resistance draws on contemporary theory and a range of case studies to consider
racial inequalities within the criminal justice system and related organisations
exploring the mechanisms of discrimination and exclusion the book goes beyond
superficial assumptions to examine the ensuing processes of mobilisation and
resistance across disadvantaged groups empirically grounded and theoretically
informed the book critically unpicks the persisting concepts of race and ethnicity in
the perceptions and representations of crime articulate and sensitive the book
clarifies complex ideas through the use of chapter summaries case studies further
reading and study questions it is essential reading for students and scholars of
criminology race and ethnicity and sociology

this book engages with key contemporary issues such as difference identity and
subjectivity and their relation to power and politics moya lloyd explores feminist
conceptions of power patriarchy agency critique and the political relating to
subjectivity
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