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it is sometimes said that the bible is one of the most unread books in the world yet has been a major force in the development of western culture and continues to exert an enormous influence
over many people s lives this very short introduction looks at the importance accorded to the bible by different communities and cultures and attempts to explain why it has generated such a
rich variety of uses and interpretations it explores how the bible was written the development of the canon the role of biblical criticism the appropriation of the bible in high and popular culture
and its use for political ends about the series the very short introductions series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket sized books are
the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

from the creation and the tree of knowledge through the exodus from egypt and the journey to the promised land james kugel shows us how the earliest interpreters of the scriptures radically
transformed the bible

accustomed as we are in following the chapters and verses making up the bible it is hard for us to realize that the original scriptures had no such division this present volume presents a double
barreled design not only does it provide a brief summary of every chapter of the bible which the preacher and student can enlarge upon for bible study purposes but also a daily devotional book
with a daily message for every day of the year for almost three years
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although many catholics are familiar with the four gospels and other writings of the new testament for most reading the old testament is like walking into a foreign land who wrote these forty
six books when were they written why were they written what are we to make of their laws stories histories and prophecies should the old testament be read by itself or in light of the new
testament john bergsma and brant pitre offer readable in depth answers to these questions as they introduce each book of the old testament they not only examine the literature from a historical
and cultural perspective but also interpret it theologically drawing on the new testament and the faith of the catholic church unique among introductions this volume places the old testament in
its liturgical context showing how its passages are employed in the current lectionary used at mass accessible to nonexperts this thorough and up to date introduction to the old testament can
serve as an idea textbook for biblical studies its unique approach along with its maps illustrations and other reference materials makes it a valuable resource for seminarians priests scripture
scholars theologians and catechists as well as anyone seeking a deeper understanding of the bible

with page upon page of names like melchizedek mephibosheth and meshelemiah hundreds of stories some touching others humourous and still others that are gruesome sometimes difficult to
understand theology and strange visions who wouldn t feel overwhelmed and confused about the bible how does it all fit together but imagine that the bible is a 1 000 piece puzzle it s easier to
figure out what you re putting together if you have the picture on the box to go by and the corners and straight edges as guides the chapters in this book provide the puzzle s box cover corners
and straight edged pieces providing you with the key to unlock the secret of the bible putting together the puzzle of the bible breaks up both the old and new testament in digestiblel chunks or
eras when you read or study bible passages the knowledge of those eras will enable you to place the passage in its chronological context and easily understand how the puzzle fits together putting
together the puzzle of the bible is ideal for those who have little or no familiarity with the bible or for pastors and lay leaders to help teach a better understanding of the word of god

a clear guide to help readers understand why they can trust the bible we are often told we can no longer assume that the bible is trustworthy from social media memes to popular scholarship so
many attacks have been launched on the believability of scripture that many have serious questions about the bible such as did jesus actually live did the biblical writers invent their message
how can we trust the gospels since they were written so long after jesus lived how can we believe a bible that is full of internal contradictions with itself and external contradictions with science
aren t the biblical manuscripts we have just copies of copies that are so corrupted they don t represent what the original authors wrote why should we believe the books that are in the bible since
many good ones were left out like the gospel of thomas why trust the bible when there are so many contradictory translations of it if you find yourself unable to answer questions such as these
but wanting to why i trust the bible by eminent bible scholar and translator william mounce is for you these questions and more are discussed and answered in a reasoned definitive and
winsome way the truth is that the bible is better attested and more defensible today than it ever has been questions about the bible are perhaps the most significant challenge confronting
christian faith today but they can be answered well and in a way which will lead to a deeper appreciation for the truth and ongoing relevance of the bible

in this book thomas merton presents an interesting and lucid exploration of the function of the bible in contemporary society the author is particularly concerned with the bible as a dialogue
between god and man with the bible s relevance for the large number of people who challenge its fundamental truth and with modern attitudes to the bible s ethical and moral teachings his
approach is fresh and lively he discusses the attitudes of writers and thinkers as diverse as dietrich bonhoeffer erich fromm pasolini william faulkner and marx as well as the scriptural writings
of other world religions such as judaism buddhism and confucianism

having been a teetotaler for more than thirty years the author s personal habits associations and sympathies have all been in favor of the unfermented theory but the facts encountered in the
present investigation have constrained him reluctantly to conclude that so far as the wines of the ancients are concerned unfermented wine is a myth preface

narrative of israel writings of israel prophets of israel gospels and acts epistles and revelation
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offering a wealth of reliable information the oxford guide to people places of the bible provides more than 300 articles that cover everyone from adam and eve to jesus christ and everywhere
from the garden of eden to golgotha and gethsemane readers will find fascinating informative entries on virtually every major figure who walked across the biblical stage here are hebrew bible
figures such as cain and abel noah and methuselah abraham and isaac david and goliath solomon and sheba moses and aaron naomi and ruth and samson and delilah the new testament is
likewise well covered with pieces on peter and paul john the baptist and mary magdalene the apostles matthew mark luke and john pontius pilate and judas iscariot and of course jesus mary and
joseph articles also define groups of people who figure in the bible such as angels archangels and demons the magi the tribes of israel and women entries on the significant places of the bible both
ancient and modern include kingdoms and countries egypt assyria mesopotamia and cities bethlehem jerusalem sodom and gomorrah as well as geographical features such as the sea of galilee and
mount hebron the guide includes a detailed index for ease of use and 14 pages of color maps providing an accurate detailed portrait of the biblical world here then is the first place to turn to
find factual information on the people and places of holy scripture written by an international team of noted biblical experts it is an essential addition to any family library as well as a useful
reliable resource for scholars and students

in this beautiful book steve green founder of the museum of the bible highlights life changing themes woven through the mosaic of the bible s various stories reveals a new way to engage
scripture as a whole and inspires deep appreciation for the bible s connection to your life the most popular and culture shaping text in the world the bible is still the least understood book of all
time the bible s collection of history poetry genealogy lists and mystifying prophecies often prove puzzling to readers and when this text is read in pieces we re left with only a half impression of
the vibrant mosaic this beautiful book highlights the thematic threads woven throughout the ancient writings and shows us a new way to engage with scripture as a whole through insights
gained from firsthand experiences in leading and developing the first world class bible museum green invites readers to step back from the individual stories of the bible and consider the bible as
a whole he reveals the completeness connection and transformative power of scripture along with stunning retellings of biblical stories green helps readers see the story within the story and draws
the careful connections that help us appreciate the richness of the bible story as a single story each page will spark or embolden your faith in a god who speaks to us across the centuries a truly
captivating experience this book will instill in you a deep appreciation for scripture and its profound connection to your own life story

the bible is certainly the most mysterious book ever created the scriptures are filled with hundreds of curious passages that have puzzled both jews and christians for thousands of years in this
powerful faith building book respected author grant r jeffrey takes the reader on a journey of mystery while uncovering deep truths found in the word of god it is the glory of god to conceal a
thing but the honour of kings is to search out a matter proverbs 25 2 key topics include the mystery of 3 days and 3 nights and christ s resurrection the mystery of the virgin birth and the star
of bethlehem the fall of the walls of jericho ancient egyptian manuscript confirms the 10 plagues of exodus joshua s long day jonah and the great fish the mystery of the lost treasures of the temple
why christians worship on sunday

honest revealing insight into the bestselling book of all time bear grylls a stimulating and accessible survey of history s most influential book tom holland historian and author of dominion
personal and profound informative and practical if you want to experience the bible as a rich source of guidance and hope this book is for you simon thomas former sky sports and blue peter
presenter when we make sense of the bible the bible makes sense of us the political social and cultural upheaval of our times can leave us feeling bewildered and wondering where to turn for
trustworthy guidance as unlikely as it may seem could the bible provide ancient wisdom that helps us flourish today join andrew ollerton as he explores the storyline of scripture connecting six
major biblical events with six definitive human needs for meaning freedom peace community love and for an ultimate home in short digestible chapters andrew reveals how the bible story
makes sense of our human story discover for yourself a limitless source of guidance and hope in the face of so much uncertainty underpinned by a depth of scholarship the book is non technical
in style making it accessible for the widest possible readership including christians and seekers interested in the bible the book will also provide a model for bible communicators and church
leaders wishing to engage more deeply with the relevance of the bible in our cultural moment contains discussion questions for small groups as well as suggested bible readings and reflection
questions to accompany each chapter the structure of the book makes it ideal for a home group study this book was chosen for the national big church read in january 2022
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in re claiming the bible for a non religious world bishop and social activist john shelby spong argues that 200 years of biblical scholarship has been withheld from lay christians in this brilliant
follow up to spong s previous books eternal life and jesus for the non religious spong not only reveals the crucial truths that have long been kept hidden from the public eye but also explores
what the history of the bible can teach us about reading its stories today and living our lives for tomorrow sarah sentilles author of breaking up with god a love story applauds john shelby spong
s reclaiming the bible for a non religious world writing that pulsing beneath his brilliant thought provoking passionate book is this question can christianity survive the education of its believers
a question bishop spong answers with a resounding yes
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