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with so much technical information about research methods it is easy to lose sight of the
bigger picture of why we carry out educational research and where and how research
might contribute to the improvement of education educational research an unorthodox
introduction  steps  you  through  the  wider  social  and  political  contexts  of  educational
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research focusing on fundamental questions such as what education actually is and what it
is for in doing so the book raises questions that more orthodox introductions to the theory
and practice of educational research often leave aside gert biesta covers a range of key
issues which permeate any educational research project including the roles of theory in
research what it means and takes to improve education the nature of educational practice
the history of  educational  research and scholarship the connection between research
professionality and democracy and what the social and political dimensions of academic
publishing are each chapter includes a set of questions to stimulate further discussion

methods in educational research methods in educational research is designed to prepare
students  for  the  real  world  of  educational  research  it  focuses  on  scientifically  based
methods school accountability and the professional demands of the twenty first century
empowering researchers to take an active role in conducting research in their classrooms
districts and the greater educational community like the first edition this edition helps
students educators and researchers develop a broad and deep understanding of research
methodologies it includes substantial new content on the impact of no child left behind
legislation school reform quantitative and qualitative methodologies logic modeling action
research and other areas special features to assist the teaching and learning processes
include vignettes illustrating research tied to practice suggested readings at the end of
each  chapter  and  discussion  questions  to  reinforce  chapter  content  praise  for  the
previous edition a  new attempt to make this  subject  more relevant and appealing to
students  most  striking  is  how  useful  this  book  is  because  it  is  really  grounded  in
educational research it is very well written and quite relevant for educational researchers
or for the student hoping to become one psyccritiques american psychological association
i  applaud  the  authors  for  their  attempt  to  cover  a  wide  range  of  material  the
straightforward language of the book helps make the material understandable for readers
journal of multidisciplinary evaluation

engaging  informative  and  nontechnical  introduction  to  educational  research  a  critical
thinking  approach  second  edition  was  written  and  organized  specifically  for  students
intending to conduct future educational research it enables students to think clearly and
critically  about  the  process  of  research  and  illustrates  how  easily  research  can  be
misinterpreted the author empowers educators and makes research truly accessible by
equipping  readers  with  the  reasoning  and  thinking  skills  needed  to  understand  and
critically  evaluate empirical  studies across all  areas of  education students are guided
through  the  stages  of  the  research  process  thinking  about  research  formulating
hypotheses selecting appropriate research designs collecting and analyzing statistical and
qualitative data and completing research analyses and critiques as a result students will
better  understand  research  as  an  integrated  process  as  well  as  show  how  and  why
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researchers think like they do

emphasizing  the  comparative  aspects  of  research  this  introduction  to  educational
research  traces  the  process  through  five  stages  choosing  what  to  study  including
specifying  the  research  problem  collecting  information  organizing  and  summarizing
information interpreting results and reporting the outcomes each of the stages offers
diverse options available to researchers for solving the problems of that stage and a
research project  checklist  at  the end of  each chapter  guides readers  in  applying the
chapter  s  contents  to  their  own  research  studies  in  much  educational  discourse
comparative education has referred solely to the study of educational  similarities and
differences between regions of the world or between two or more nations this book uses
the broader definition of the term to encompass a large body of research including studies
focusing  on  comparisons  between  local  educational  systems  schools  classrooms
language groups religious denominations genders social classes and individual students
students  who  are  planning  research  projects  as  well  as  staff  members  of  such
organizations as ministries of education school systems bureaus of educational research
and educational aid agencies will find this volume indispensable

education and educational research according to the current fashion are supposed to be
concerned with what works to the exclusion of all other considerations all over the world
and  particularly  in  the  english  speaking  countries  governments  look  for  means  of
improving student achievement as measured by standardized test scores although such
improvements are often to be welcomed they do not answer all  significant questions
about what constitutes good education also the research on which they are based is not
the  only  legitimate  way  to  do  educational  research  social  research  and  therefore
educational research cannot ignore the distinctive nature of what it studies a social activity
where questions of meaning and value cannot be eliminated and where interpretation and
judgment play a  crucial  role  in  this  book distinguished philosophers and historians of
education from 6 countries focus on the problematical nature of the search for what works
in educational contexts in practice as well as in theory beginning with specific problems
they move on to more general and theoretical considerations seeking to go beyond over
simple ideas about cause and effect and the rhetoric of performativity that currently has
educational thinking in its grip freedom of inquiry in educational research can no longer be
taken  for  granted  narrow  definitions  of  what  constitutes  scientific  research  funding
criteria that enforce particular research methods and policy decision processes that ignore
any  research  that  is  not  narrowly  utilitarian  create  a  context  in  many  countries  that
discourages scholarship of a more speculative exploratory or critical sort this book brings
together an exceptional combination of international and cross disciplinary scholars who
bring the perspectives of history and philosophy of science to ask how did we arrive at this
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place and where is educational research heading thebook illuminates the anti intellectual
consequences of  a  what  works mentality  in  education and shows that  the ostensibly
scientific revolution in educational research in fact reflects an ahistorical and conceptually
muddled understanding of what actually constitutes science this book could not be more
timely and important nicholas c burbules grayce wicall  gauthier professor university of
illinois with research increasingly tied to state policies with the instrumental purpose of
guiding school  reforms  the volume provides an important  historical  and philosophical
questioning  of  the  possibilities  limitations  and  challenges  of  education  research
internationally leading scholars engage in a significant conversation that is sophisticated
and nuanced for understanding contemporary debates thomas s popkewitz the university
of  wisconsin madison usa this  publication is  realized by the research community  fwo
vlaanderen research foundation flanders belgium philosophy and history of the discipline
of education evaluation and evolution of the criteria for educational reseach

provides  an  in  depth  overview  of  the  history  and  nature  of  educational  research  by
focusing on the relationship between educational research and the national agenda in the
united states in the twentieth century with implications for the twenty first century

the  second  edition  of  introduction  to  educational  research  expertly  guides  readers
through the steps of the research methods process to help them plan and compose their
first educational research project with a conversational writing style author craig a mertler
covers  all  aspects  of  the  research  process  and  addresses  a  wide  range  of  research
methodologies including quantitative qualitative mixed methods and action research no
prior familiarity with the principles procedures or terminology of educational research is
required allowing novice students to clearly understand research concepts and learn to
effectively apply them in their own studies sage edge free online resources for students
that make learning easier see how your students benefit available with perusall an ebook
that makes it  easier to prepare for class perusall  is an award winning ebook platform
featuring social  annotation tools that allow students and instructors to collaboratively
mark  up  and  discuss  their  sage  textbook  backed  by  research  and  supported  by
technological innovations developed at harvard university this process of learning through
collaborative annotation keeps your students engaged and makes teaching easier and
more effective learn more

cuts through the complexities of educational research to give the novice reader a sound
basis  to  define  develop  and  conduct  study  while  providing  insights  for  even  the
accomplished reader

it is easy for newcomers to educational research to be confused by the wide range of
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terms used in the field and consequently for them to find it challenging to relate such
terms  to  their  own  research  and  practice  this  comprehensive  guide  consists  of  120
concise  but  illuminative  essays  providing  an  explanation  and  definition  of  the  term
alternative explanations and definitions of the term the context in which it  is used by
educational  researchers  exemplars  as  to  how  the  term  is  used  and  used  be  used  in
practice references to further literature cross references to other terms in the book

the tools used in data collection have the ability to influence the ways information is
perceived  and  generated  analyzing  research  processes  is  a  concept  that  can  be
overlooked though is as important as the information itself methods and paradigms in
education research addresses the innovative formulaic approaches taken in research to
challenge  their  effectiveness  featuring  coverage  on  selection  forms  and  analytical
procedures of data this publication is essential for researchers students and academicians
seeking current information on understanding research methodology

does it poison the minds of the young must educational institutions change to serve the
needs of the twenty first century this book addresses these questions and more it records
the intellectual struggles of a group of scholars coming to grips with changes in knowledge
production  and  research  communication  together  these  authors  demonstrate  how
philosophical  and  historical  approaches  are  relevant  to  the  practice  and  theory  of
education

this  book  explores  educational  research  in  terms  of  the  relationship  between
epistemology methodology and practice divided into two sections the first examines the
frameworks which underpin the methods educational researchers use the second looks at
a  broad  spectrum  of  approaches  including  feminist  approaches  action  research
ethnography and biographical research the issues covered are central to all  within the
research  community  including  students  undertaking  research  degrees  or  research
methodology courses

this  collection  discusses  and  illustrates  how  educational  research  is  affected  by  the
economic  institutional  and  physical  contingencies  of  its  time  and  in  our  time  even
increasingly is driven by them it is argued that the antidote to this is however not to aspire
to thought itself but instead to do justice to its own rootedness in the material including
textuality from an historical point of view such an innovative approach can itself revamp
the material scholarly culture and the way it is represented the chapters address a variety
of topics such as the cultural heritage of the school desk the significance of images for
research into long term educational  processes the way iconic signs function and how
modes of enquiry relate to the materiality of education attention is also given to standards
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for  reporting  on  educational  research  studies  and  how  these  limit  the  scope  and
communication and moreover shape researchers to the forms of citation practices as
substantially influencing methods and content and to the centrality of conversation not
just as the means to an end but as what matters further to representational and to non
representational theories for educational research some examples are drawn from the
area  of  arts  based  educational  research  from  mathematics  education  and  from  the
discourse on universities

the chapters in this book outline the history and scope of educational research they also
discuss  many  of  the  major  issues  at  stake  in  current  debates  and  exemplify  the
contrasting perspectives to be found in the literature this is the companion volume to
educational research in action edited by roger gomm and peter woods it is one of two
course readers for the open university course e824 educational research methods

anyone embarking on a research project in education is likely to asked and be asked the
following questions what is educational research what are the exisiting approaches what
research has already been done how should research be conducted how should it  be
presented what is the value of such research in this no nonsense practical and accessible
guide  jerry  wellington  provides  clear  and  constructive  answers  to  these  questions
complete with detailed advice on interviewing case studies surveys documentary research
the delphi method and the use of focus groups

produced by mid continent research for education and learning mcrel one of the nation s
foremost educational research and training organizations an education research primer
gives educators a basic understanding of educational research its guiding criteria and its
relevance  to  school  based  decision  making  in  clear  and  concise  language  the  book
summarizes the various types of educational research explaining their diverse purposes
and methods for example the difference between experimental research studies involving
control  group  trials  and  descriptive  research  based  on  descriptive  information  and
relationships is explained including how each is designed to address different types of
research  questions  and  why  each  might  have  different  applications  the  book  also
describes what s involved in setting up a comparison control group and how some studies
have randomized control groups while others do not in addition the book describes the
different types of data collection methods used in research and how this can bear on the
research findings

argues that good educational  research is often in essence philosophical  rather than a
matter of conventional research methods
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