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Contrastive Linguistics And The Language Teacher By Jacek Fisiak Unlocking Language
Teaching  Secrets  Jacek  Fisiaks  Contrastive  Linguistics  Ever  wondered  why  certain
grammatical concepts are easier for some language learners than others Or why certain
sounds  trip  students  up  consistently  The  answer  might  lie  in  the  fascinating  field  of
contrastive  linguistics  and  a  particularly  insightful  book  Contrastive  Linguistics  and  the
Language Teacher by Jacek Fisiak This isnt just a dusty academic tome its a practical guide
packed with actionable insights for any language teacher looking to improve their craft What
is Contrastive Linguistics Anyway Imagine youre building a bridge You wouldnt just start
throwing planks together right Youd need a solid blueprint understanding the terrain on both
sides Contrastive linguistics does the same for language learning It systematically compares
and contrasts two languages usually the learners native language and the target language to
identify areas of similarity and more importantly difference These differences or interference
points are often the root cause of learner errors Fisiaks book illuminates how teachers can
use  this  knowledge  to  anticipate  problems  preempt  errors  and  tailor  their  teaching
accordingly Image A visual representation of a bridge connecting two languages labeled
Native  Language  and  Target  Language  with  highlighted  sections  representing  areas  of
difference  identified  by  contrastive  analysis  Practical  Applications  Turning  Theory  into
Teaching Strategies Fisiak doesnt just present theory he provides concrete examples and
practical methodologies Lets explore some key takeaways and how you can implement them
in your classroom 1 Identifying Interference Points Example Lets say youre teaching English
to Polish speakers Polish doesnt have articles a an the Contrastive analysis reveals this as a
significant difference A Polish learner might say I saw cat instead of I saw a cat 2 Howto
Fisiak emphasizes the importance of thorough language analysis Before introducing a new
grammatical structure or phonetic element compare and contrast it with the equivalent or
lack thereof in the learners native language This allows you to anticipate potential difficulties
2 Designing Effective Instruction Example Knowing about the article issue you wouldnt just
correct the student Instead youd dedicate explicit  instruction to articles providing ample
practice  and  potentially  using  visuals  to  highlight  their  function  Howto  Fisiak  suggests
focusing teaching on the differences not just similarities Design activities that specifically
address those areas where interference is likely to occur This might involve error analysis
focused drills or communicative activities that highlight the relevant grammatical points 3
Developing Learner Awareness Example Encourage learners to reflect on their own language
and identify potential sources of interference This metacognitive awareness empowers them
to  actively  monitor  their  own  language  production  Howto  Incorporate  activities  where
learners  compare  sentences  in  their  native  language  with  English  equivalents  identify
differences and discuss the potential reasons for errors This promotes selfcorrection and
independent learning 4 Utilizing Error Analysis Example Instead of simply marking errors as
wrong analyze the type of error Is it due to interference from the native language Is it a
developmental error Understanding the root cause helps tailor your feedback and instruction
Howto  Keep  a  record  of  common  errors  Categorize  them  based  on  their  likely  source
interference developmental etc This datadriven approach helps you refine your teaching and
adapt your materials Image A table showing a simple error analysis template with columns
for student name error type native language interference and suggested remediation Beyond
Grammar and Phonetics While Fisiaks work heavily focuses on grammar and pronunciation
the  principles  of  contrastive  linguistics  extend  to  other  aspects  of  language  learning
Vocabulary False friends words that look similar but have different meanings are a classic 3
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example of interference Addressing these proactively is crucial Discourse Different cultures
have varying norms for communication Contrastive analysis can reveal these differences and
help teachers adapt their teaching to cater to learners cultural backgrounds Summary of Key
Points  Contrastive  linguistics  is  a  powerful  tool  for  anticipating  and  addressing  learner
difficulties Focusing on the differences between languages is key to effective instruction
Error analysis is crucial for understanding the root causes of learner errors Teaching should
explicitly address areas of potential interference Learner awareness and metacognition are
essential for successful language acquisition FAQs 1 Is contrastive linguistics only relevant
for beginners No its principles apply throughout the learning process even for advanced
learners who might struggle with nuanced grammatical structures or idiomatic expressions 2
How much time should I dedicate to contrastive analysis The level of detail depends on the
specific needs of your students and the differences between the languages involved Its about
strategic application not exhaustive comparison 3 What resources can help me conduct a
contrastive analysis Numerous linguistic resources grammars and dictionaries both online
and in print can be used for comparison 4 Isnt contrastive linguistics overly focused on errors
While it highlights potential error points its ultimately about facilitating learning by addressing
these points proactively and providing targeted support 5 Can I use contrastive linguistics
with multiple language learners Yes you can adapt the principles to a multilingual classroom
by  comparing  and  contrasting  the  target  language  with  the  various  native  languages
represented  However  you  might  find  focusing  on  common points  of  interference  more
effective  than  addressing  each  learners  language  individually  Jacek  Fisiaks  Contrastive
Linguistics  and  the  Language  Teacher  remains  a  valuable  resource  for  any  language
instructor  By  understanding and applying its  principles you can create  a  more effective
engaging and successful  learning experience for  your students Its not about eliminating
errors but  about understanding their  origins and strategically  preparing your students to
navigate the complexities of language learning with confidence 4
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essential tools with which to analyse and talk about language this book demonstrates the
relevance of linguistics to our understanding of the world around us this second edition
includes  discussion  of  key  areas  of  contemporary  interest  such  as  neo  pronouns
translanguaging and communication in the digital arena two brand new chapters exploring
language and identity  and language and social  media a  range of  new and international
examples new and updated references and suggested readings tasks to aid learning at the
end of each chapter a glossary of key terms introducing a set of practical tools for language
analysis  and  using  numerous  examples  of  authentic  communicative  activity  such  as
overheard conversations social media posts advertisements and public announcements why
do linguistics explores language and language use from a social intercultural and multilingual
perspective showing how this kind of analysis works and what it can tell us about social
interaction also accompanied by a new companion website featuring audio video and other
supportive  resources  for  students  and  teachers  this  book  will  help  you  to  become  an
informed active noticer of language

this book presents an insightful account of the academic politics of the nazi era and analyses
the work of selected linguists including jos trier and leo weisgerber hutton situates nazi
linguistics within the politics of hitler s state and within the history of modern linguistics

linguistics and the teacher is a collection of essays by linguists on different aspects of the
relationship between linguistics and education all the contributors are united in their belief
that  linguistics should be a central  element  in  the education of  teachers and argue for
principled and systematic analysis in the study of the role of language in learning the essays
range from theoretical accounts of the nature of language study in teacher education to
practical examples of how linguistics can help the teacher in such diverse contexts as the
assessment of  difficulty  in  textbooks the teaching of  literature and analysing children s
writing the book offers models for analysis specific syllabus and course proposals and in a
key essay discussion of those areas relevant to language and learning upon which most
linguists would agree the collection as a whole presents teachers with all the materials they
need to make informed judgements about what has hitherto been regarded as a difficult area

a fully revised introduction to language in use containing in depth language profiles case
studies and online multimedia resources

in ten lectures on cognitive linguistics and the unification of spoken and signed languages
sherman wilcox suggests that rather than abstracting away from the material substance of
language linguists can discover the deep connections between signed and spoken languages
by taking an embodied view this embodied solution reveals the patterns and principles that
unite languages across modalities using a multidisciplinary approach wilcox explores such
issues as the how to apply cognitive grammar to the study of signed languages the pervasive
conceptual iconicity present throughout the lexicon and grammar of signed languages the
relation of language and gesture the grammaticization of signs the significance of motion for
understanding language as a dynamic system and the integration of cognitive neuroscience
and cognitive linguistics

a  concise  introduction  to  the  field  of  linguistics  the  elements  of  grammar  syntax  and
phonology and the historical and structural relationships between language systems

this is the new edition of linguistics an introduction it is a bestselling introductory textbook for
all students of linguistics and language studies this reworked edition features new chapters
on sign languages writing and text and discourse coverage of writing in electronic media
revised and updated chapters on languages of the world and psycholinguistics firmly based
around taught courses and catering to student needs it addresses all the topics that a student
will need in their study of language with key terms further reading questions at the end of
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each chapter exercises and key paragraphs in stand out boxes this is a firmly pedagogic text
that takes difficult concepts and explains them in an easy to understand way it features
examples  taken  from  a  range  of  languages  across  the  world  global  in  its  scope  and
comprehensive in its coverage this is the textbook of choice for linguistics students the book
comes with a large companion website also extensively revised and expanded for lecturers
and instructors a comprehensive answer book is also available to go along with the questions
throughout the chapters

christopher hall s book is the best new introduction to linguistics that i have seen in decades
it is engagingly written without talking down to the reader and it covers all the subparts of the
field in a comprehensive and even handed manner i plan to use it the next time that i teach an
introductory course at washington professor frederick j newmeyer university of washington
with  apt  examples  from  novels  and  newspapers  courtroom  trials  and  telephone
conversations the lowly and the mighty his book repeatedly startles as it  casts light on
language this is a bright humorous and completely accessible tour of 21st century linguistics
professor  edward  finegan  university  of  southern  california  this  book  introduces  the
fundamentals of human language from a linguistic point of view using examples drawn from
everyday life  to aid comprehension and encouraging critical  thinking throughout besides
presenting the fundamental building blocks of language and explaining how these function
the book also introduces other key elements of the discipline of linguistics including language
acquisition  applied  linguistics  psycholinguistics  and  discourse  analysis  packed  full  of
examples this is the ideal introduction to language for those who are interested in studying
linguistics have already started a course or just want to study at home

a comprehensive and critical a z guide to the main terms and concepts used in the study of
language and linguistics definitions featured include terms used in grammatical  analysis
branches of  linguistics  from semantics  to  neurolinguistics  approaches used in  studying
language from critical discourse analysis to systemic linguistics linguistic phenomena from
code switching to conversational  implicature language varieties from pidgin to  standard
language this fully updated second edition includes a new introduction a wide range of new
entries  reflecting  developments  in  linguistics  and  added  specialized  further  reading  for
lecturers and more advanced students

a general  introduction  to  linguistics  and the  study  of  language intended particularly  for
beginning students and readers with no previous knowledge or training in the subject there is
first  a  general  account  of  the  nature  of  language and of  the  aims methods and basic
principles of linguistic theory john lyons then introduces in turn each of the main sub fields of
linguistics the sounds of language grammar semantics language change psycholinguistics
the sounds of language grammar semantics language change psycholinguistics language
and culture throughout the book he emphasizes particularly those aspects of the discipline
that  seem fundamental  and most likely  to remain important  he stresses throughout the
cultural at least as much as the biological context of human language and shows how the
linguist s concerns connect productively with those of the traditional humanities and the
social sciences the book is designed to be used as an elementary textbook and is therefore
written at  a  lower  level  and is  more comprehensive in  scope than the author  s  classic
introduction to theoretical linguistics cambridge university press 1968 each chapter has a
wide ranging set of discussion questions and revision exercises and extensive suggestions
for further reading the exposition is marked throughout by the author s characteristic clarity
balance and authority

language is  a  sophisticated tool  which we use to communicate in  a  multitude of  ways
updated and expanded in its second edition this book introduces language and linguistics
presenting language in all its amazing complexity while systematically guiding you through
the  basics  the  reader  will  emerge  with  an  appreciation  of  the  diversity  of  the  world  s
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languages as well as a deeper understanding of the structure of human language the ways it
is used and its broader social and cultural context part i is devoted to the nuts and bolts of
language study speech sounds sound patterns sentence structure and meaning and includes
chapters dedicated to the functional aspects of language discourse prosody pragmatics and
language contact the fourteen language profiles included in part ii reveal the world s linguistic
variety  while  expanding  on  the  similarities  and  differences  between  languages  using
knowledge gained from part i the reader can explore how language functions when speakers
use it in daily interaction with a step by step approach that is reinforced with well chosen
illustrations case studies and study questions readers will gain understanding and analytical
skills that will only enrich their ongoing study of language and linguistics

whether all human languages are fundamentally the same or different has been a subject of
debate for ages this problem has deep philosophical implications if languages are all the
same it  implies a fundamental  commonality  and thus the mutual  intelligibility  of  human
thought we are now on the verge of answering this question using a twenty year old theory
proposed by the world s greatest living linguist noam chomsky researchers have found that
the similarities among languages are more profound than the differences languages whose
grammars seem completely incompatible may in fact be structurally almost identical except
for a difference in one simple rule the discovery of these rules and how they may vary
promises  to  yield  a  linguistic  equivalent  of  the  periodic  table  of  the  elements  a  single
framework by which we can understand the fundamental structure of all human language this
is a landmark breakthrough both within linguistics which will thereby become a full fledged
science for the first time and in our understanding of the human mind

this new introduction to linguistics presents language in all  its amazing complexity while
guiding students gently through the basics students emerge with an appreciation of the
diversity of the world s languages as well as a deeper understanding of the structure of
language and its broader social and cultural context

offers a contemporary approach to the study of language the engaging thought provoking
discourse of this book makes it accessible to all learners

seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject english language and literature studies
linguistics  grade  2  b  university  of  cologne  english  seminar  language  english  abstract
language in  general  has  always  been an  intricate  matter  for  research  in  the  course  of
development of the linguistics as a field of studies particularly dedicated to the task of
exploring the language faculty and its features a lot of breakthrough discoveries have been
made with respect to the particular point of research there are several subcategories of
linguistics that are the direct result of the interactive research on a particular phenomenon
the  cognitive  linguistics  is  doubtlessly  one  of  the  few  such  linguistic  branches  that  is
composed of the research fields of sciences such as psychology anthropology philosophy
and computer science however cognitive linguistics does not focus on particular features of
language or  particular  parts  of  the grammar but  attempts to  discover  its  interplay  with
perception  of  the  world  that  is  the  reality  that  surrounds  the  human  beings  in  its
characterisation of the language as part of the cognitive system and not an independent
feature  the  cognitive  linguistics  is  in  opposition  to  the  generative  linguistics  and  the
chomskyan  postulation  that  language  faculty  is  inborn  moreover  chomsky  claims  that
language is modular that is it exists individually from the other cognitive faculties the main
aim of  the cognitive linguistics is  to discover  the laws of  structure of  natural  language
categorisation as well as the intricate connection between language and thought terry regier
defines its function in the following manner in the domain of semantics in particular cognitive
linguistics seeks to ground meaning not directly in the world but in mental and perceptual
representations of the world 1996 27 as the methodology and historical development of this
field of studies are quite extensive this paper will rather focus on the analysis of the main
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division of classical also known as aristotelian and modern theory in the analysis of these two
juxtaposed theories  the  pioneer  work  of  the  linguist  william labov and the psychologist
elisabeth rosch would be taken into consideration an emphasis would be put on eleanor
rosch  s  findings  with  respect  to  the  extent  of  her  contribution  to  the  new  ways  of
understanding  categorisation  of  entities  and  clarification  of  certain  aspects  furthermore
some critical approaches of her findings would be regarded

the meaning of language illustrates the diversity of approaches in linguistics the volume
revolves  around  two  main  chapters  authored  by  two  internationally  acknowledged
scandinavian  scholars  hans  basbill  and  stig  eliasson  basbill  s  contribution  is  the  most
detailed and coherent english language presentation of the pioneering danish 18th century
linguist jens pedersen hiysgaard and his work and eliasson explores the intricacy of the issue
of whether morphology can be borrowed between languages and the mechanisms of actual
borrowings the other  contributions illustrate which topics may be taken up by language
scholars today from metaphor regional phonology morphology and syntax language learning
discourse  analysis  intensifier  semantics  and  indo  european  to  the  interface  between
language  and  logic  the  approaches  invoke  a  wide  spectrum of  theoretical  models  and
assumptions

in language an introduction to the study of speech edward sapir presents a groundbreaking
examination  of  the  nature  and  function  of  language  weaving  together  insights  from
anthropology psychology and linguistics sapir employs a clear and engaging literary style that
makes complex concepts accessible effectively inviting both scholars and lay readers into
the intricate world of verbal communication this work published in the early 20th century
emerges during a pivotal time in linguistic studies as the appreciation for the interrelationship
between language and culture blossomed and sapir s theories laid the foundation for modern
linguistic and anthropological discourse edward sapir 1884 1939 a prominent linguist and
anthropologist  possessed  an  eclectic  academic  background  that  encompassed  native
american languages and the psychology of language his experiences with diverse cultures
inspired a lifelong exploration of the ways language shapes human thought identity and
social structures these multifaceted perspectives inform his work emphasizing not just the
mechanics of language but also its essential role in human experience readers seeking to
deepen their understanding of language s profound impact on culture and communication
will find sapir s work indispensable this book not only serves as an academic cornerstone but
also as an invitation to appreciate the nuanced interplay between language thought and
society
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