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photography  s  great  success  gives  the  impression  that  the  major
questions that have haunted the medium are now resolved on the contrary
the most important questions about photography are just beginning to be
asked  these  fourteen  essays  with  over  200  illustrations  critically
examine prevailing beliefs about the medium and suggest new ways to
explain  the  history  of  photography  they  are  organized  around  the
questions what are the social consequences of aesthetic practice how
does photography construct sexual difference how is photography used to
promote  class  and  national  interests  what  are  the  politics  of
photographic truth the contest of meaning summarizes the challenges to
traditional photographic history that have developed in the last decade
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out  of  a  consciously  political  critique  of  photographic  production
contributions by a wide range of important americans critics reexamine
the complex and often contradictory roles of photography within society
douglas crimp christopher phillips benjamin buchloh and abigail solomon
godeau examine the gradually developed exclusivity of art photography
and  describe  the  politics  of  canon  formation  throughout  modernism
catherine lord deborah bright sally stein and jan zita grover examine
the ways in which the female is configured as a subject and explain how
sexual  difference  is  constructed  across  various  registers  of
photographic representation carol squiers esther parada and richard
bolton clarify the ways in which photography serves as a form of mass
communication demonstrating in particular how photographic production is
affected by the interests of the powerful patrons of communications the
three concluding essays by rosalind krauss martha rosler and allan
sekula critically examine the concept of photographic truth by exploring
the intentions informing various uses of objective images within society

starting in 2005 gunter h lenz began preparing a book length exploration
of the transformation of the field of american studies in the crucial
years between 1970 and 1990 as a commentator on contributor to and
participant in the intellectual and institutional changes in his field
lenz  was  well  situated  to  offer  a  comprehensive  and  balanced
interpretation of that seminal era building on essays he wrote while
these changes were ongoing he shows how the revolution in theory the
emergence  of  postmodern  socioeconomic  conditions  the  increasing
globalization of everyday life and postcolonial responses to continuing
and new forms of colonial domination had transformed american studies as
a discipline focused on the distinctive qualities of the united states
to a field encompassing the many different americas in the western
hemisphere  as  well  as  how  this  complex  region  influenced  and  was
interpreted by the rest of the world in tracking the shift of american
studies  from  its  exceptionalist  bias  to  its  unmanageable  global
responsibilities lenz shows the crucial roles played by the 1930s left
in the u s the frankfurt school in germany and elsewhere between 1930
and 1960 continental post structuralism neo marxism and post colonialism
lenz s friends and colleagues now his editors present here his final
backward glance at a critical period in american studies and the birth
of the transnational

presents a fresh perspective that explores the development of psychology
as both a human and a natural science

in popular presentation some treat the bible as a reliable source for
the history of israel while others suggest that archaeology has shown
that it cannot be trusted at all this volume debates the issue of how
such widely divergent views have arisen and will become an essential
source of reference for the future

manifestos for history is a thought provoking and controversial text
that through a star studded collection of essays presents a wide ranging
discussion of the nature and future of history in the twenty first
century
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is literary history really history what is its relation to literary
theory in theory and the evasion of history david ferris ranges from the
philosophical writings of plato and aristotle to nineteenth century
criticism poetry and prose fiction to examine the relation of literature
to  history  as  subject  of  both  theoretical  and  thematic  importance
focusing on theintellectual debts of the literary interpretations of
coleridge  wordsworth  and  eliot  ferris  identifies  an  evasion  which
literary history and literary theory cannot help but perform if they are
to maintain themselves as disciplines
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