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consider philosophy is based on the belief that philosophy is filled with fascinating questions
it  is  designed to invite every student into deep enjoyable and accessible philosophical
exploration  featuring  selections  from  the  world  s  most  influential  philosophers  this
combination of primary texts and explanatory pedagogy presents philosophy in a clear
accessible  way  that  does  not  sacrifice  rigor  making  connections  among  different
philosophical theories throughout consider philosophy helps students to engage in subject
matter and apply theories to important philosophical issues it offers a balance of theory and
applications  through  a  mix  of  text  and  readings  and  begins  each  chapter  covering
philosophical  theory followed by related classical  readings new pearson s reading hour
program for instructors interested in reviewing new and updated texts in philosophy click on
the below link to choose an electronic chapter to preview settle back read and receive a
penguin paperback for your time pearsonhighered com readinghour philosophy

in  this  book  bruce  waller  attacks  two  prevalent  philosophical  beliefs  first  he  argues  that
moral responsibility must be rejected there is no room for such a notion within our naturalist
framework  second  he  denies  the  common  assumption  that  moral  responsibility  is
inseparably linked with individual freedom rejection of moral responsibility does not entail
the demise of individual freedom instead individual freedom is enhanced by the rejection of
moral responsibility according to this theory of no fault naturalism no one deserves either
blame or reward in the course of arguing against moral responsibility waller critiques major
compatibilist  arguments  by  dennett  frankfurt  strawson  bennett  wolf  hampshire  glover
rachels sher and others in addition the implications of  denying moral  responsibility for
individual  freedom for  moral  judgments  and moral  behavior  and for  social  justice  are
examined  the  supposed  dire  consequences  of  the  denial  of  moral  responsibility  are
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challenged and the benefits of denying moral responsibility are described author note bruce
n waller assistant professor of philosophy at youngstown state university youngstown ohio is
the author of critical thinking consider the verdict

a vigorous attack on moral responsibility in all its forms argues that the abolition of moral
responsibility  will  be  liberating  and  beneficial  in  against  moral  responsibility  bruce  waller
launches a spirited attack on a system that is profoundly entrenched in our society and its
institutions deeply rooted in our emotions and vigorously defended by philosophers from
ancient times to the present waller  argues that despite the creative defenses of  it  by
contemporary  thinkers  moral  responsibility  cannot  survive  in  our  naturalistic  scientific
system the scientific  understanding of  human behavior  and the causes that  shape human
character he contends leaves no room for moral responsibility waller argues that moral
responsibility in all its forms including criminal justice distributive justice and all claims of
just deserts is fundamentally unfair and harmful and that its abolition will be liberating and
beneficial what we really want natural human free will moral judgments meaningful human
relationships creative abilities would survive and flourish without moral responsibility in the
course of his argument waller examines the origins of the basic belief in moral responsibility
proposes a naturalistic understanding of free will  offers a detailed argument against moral
responsibility and critiques arguments in favor of it gives a general account of what a world
without moral  responsibility would look like and examines the social  and psychological
aspects  of  abolishing  moral  responsibility  waller  not  only  mounts  a  vigorous  and
philosophically rigorous attack on the moral responsibility system but also celebrates the
benefits that would result from its total abolition

in his book philosopher and law professor ken levy explains why he agrees with most people
but not with most other philosophers about free will and responsibility most people believe
that we have both that is that our choices decisions and actions are neither determined nor
undetermined but rather fully self determined by contrast most philosophers understand
just how difficult it is to defend this metaphysical libertarian position so they tend to opt for
two other theories responsibility skepticism which denies the very possibility of free will and
responsibility and compatibilism which reduces free will and responsibility to properties that
are compatible with determinism in opposition to both of these theories levy explains how
free will and responsibility are indeed metaphysically possible but he also cautions against
the  dogma  that  metaphysical  libertarianism  is  actually  true  a  widespread  belief  that
continues to cause serious social political and legal harms levy s book presents a crisp tight
historically informed discussion with fresh clarity insight and originality it will become one of
the  definitive  resources  for  students  academics  and  general  readers  in  this  critical
intersection among metaphysics ethics and criminal law key features presents a unique
qualified  defense  of  metaphysical  libertarianism  the  idea  that  our  choices  decisions  and
actions can be fully self determined written clearly accessibly and with minimal jargon rare
for  a  book  on  the  very  difficult  issues  of  free  will  and  responsibility  seamlessly  connects
philosophical legal psychological and political issues will be provocative and insightful for
professional philosophers students and non philosophers

god and cosmos provides a four fold moral argument for god s existence that is cumulative
abductive and teleological the four relevant moral realities that theism and christianity best
explain  are  intrinsic  human  value  and  moral  duties  moral  knowledge  radical  moral
transformation of human persons and a rapprochement between morality and rationality

a thought provoking examination of how insights from neuroscience challenge deeply held
assumptions  about  morality  and  law  as  emerging  neuroscientific  insights  change  our
understanding of  what it  means to be human the law must grapple with monumental
questions  both  metaphysical  and  practical  recent  advances  pose  significant  philosophical
challenges how do neuroscientific revelations redefine our conception of morality and how
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should the law adjust accordingly trialectic takes account of those advances arguing that
they  will  challenge  normative  theory  most  profoundly  if  all  sentient  beings  are  the
coincidence of mechanical forces as science suggests then it follows that the time has come
to reevaluate laws grounded in theories dependent on the immaterial that distinguish the
mental and emotional from the physical  legal expert peter a alces contends that such
theories  are  misguided  so  misguided  that  they  undermine  law  and  ultimately  human
thriving  building  on  the  foundation  outlined  in  his  previous  work  the  moral  conflict  of  law
and neuroscience alces further investigates the implications for legal doctrine and practice

the book offers instructors and students a well balanced anthology for ethics courses of all
kinds applied ethics social problems introduction to ethics and moral problems are just some
of the courses that might use this up to date collection of readings on the most hotly
debated issues of  our time the book also includes important readings in moral  theory
providing students with the necessary framework to evaluate positions the book juxtaposes
several  different  viewpoints  on  various  social  issues  back  cover  this  book  is  primarily
intended for undergraduates taking philosophy courses that address contemporary moral
problems pref

focusing  on why neoliberalism gained such a  unique strong hold  in  the  united  states
philosopher bruce n waller in this book traces the source back to the country s origins and
the entwined core values of the nation s founding fathers their extreme commitment to
private property rights as evinced in a unanimous vote for the constitution s fugitive slave
clause an aversion to widespread democracy and a deep belief in the uniquely just nature of
their new country together created the ideal conditions for neoliberalism s growth and
success waller also provides a clear analysis of the moral and psychological conditions so
hospitable to neoliberalism including the compatibility of a faith in the invisible hand of the
free market with the widespread belief which remains prevalent in the united states that the
world is just and people generally get what they deserve waller examines how the ideal of
moral responsibility in the united states provides the core belief that holds in place the basic
principles of american neoliberalism the book ends by shedding light on the deleterious
effects of neoliberalism and shows that its replacement requires not only the amelioration of
enormous inequity in wealth but also the opportunity for all citizens to exercise autonomy
control and critical thought in their lives and workplaces key features traces neoliberal
values deep into american history and culture uses empirical psychological research to
explain the broad appeal of neoliberalism describes the strong interconnected neoliberal
value system of belief in a just world personal responsibility and radical individualism and
their combined influence on american culture examines the influence of neoliberal values on
the american criminal justice and educational systems

list of members in v 1

is our motivation to be moral determined totally by our genes or are there other factors at
work  this  is  the  only  book  to  examine  the  field  in  its  entirety  starting  with  darwin  and
moving on to explore how morality could have evolved and what we can learn from the
discovery of so called genes for human behaviour in a powerful conclusion levy argues that
while our moral motives are products of evolution so are our immoral ones we are only truly
human when we rise above our selfish genes

the  injustice  of  punishment  emphasizes  that  we  can  never  make  sense  of  moral
responsibility  while  also  acknowledging  that  punishment  is  sometimes  unavoidable
recognizing both the injustice and the necessity of punishment is painful but also beneficial
it  motivates  us  to  find  effective  means  of  minimizing  both  the  use  and  severity  of
punishment and encourages deeper inquiry into the causes of destructive behavior and how
to change those causes in order to reduce the need for punishment there is an emerging
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alternative  to  the  comfortable  but  destructive  system of  moral  responsibility  and  just
deserts that alternative is not the creation of philosophers but of sociologists criminologists
psychologists and workplace engineers it was developed tested and employed in factories
prisons hospitals and other settings and it is writ large in the practices of cultures that
minimize belief in individual moral responsibility the alternative marks a promising path to
less  punishment  less  coercive control  deeper  common commitment  and more genuine
freedom

belief in moral responsibility enjoys widespread support both among philosophers and in
popular culture moral responsibility for our characters and our acts is often regarded as
beyond doubt or question and although the belief seems to be a cultural universal it is
particularly powerful in the usa and the uk this book explores the deep psychological factors
at the source of the profound commitment to belief in moral responsibility philosophers
have  developed  legions  of  arguments  in  support  of  moral  responsibility  but  even
philosophical champions of those arguments acknowledge that they are not conclusive and
certainly not strong enough to account for the powerful belief in moral responsibility and
because those philosophical arguments are not widely known they cannot be the source of
the popular belief in moral responsibility belief in moral responsibility is rooted in forces that
run  much  deeper  than  justifications  favored  by  both  philosophers  and  the  layperson  this
book is a quest to uncover those deeper sources showing that the roots of the common
belief in moral responsibility run deep and they include powerful factors that rarely rise to
consciousness
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Introduction

The digital age has revolutionized the way we read, making books more accessible than
ever. With the rise of ebooks, readers can now carry entire libraries in their pockets. Among
the various sources for ebooks, free ebook sites have emerged as a popular choice. These
sites offer a treasure trove of knowledge and entertainment without the cost. But what
makes these sites so valuable, and where can you find the best ones? Let's dive into the
world of free ebook sites.

Benefits of Free Ebook Sites

When it comes to reading, free ebook sites offer numerous advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save you money. Buying books can be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free ebook sites allow you to access a vast array of books without
spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance accessibility. Whether you're at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can access your favorite titles anytime, anywhere, provided you have
an internet connection.

Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of choices available is astounding. From classic literature to
contemporary novels, academic texts to children's books, free ebook sites cover all genres
and interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free ebook sites, but a few stand out for their quality and range of
offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer in offering free ebooks. With over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a webpage for every book ever published. It offers millions of free
ebooks, making it a fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to search and preview millions of books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While not all books are available for free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large selection of free ebooks in various genres. The site is user-friendly
and offers books in multiple formats.
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BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free textbooks and business books, making it an excellent resource
for students and professionals.

How to Download Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is crucial to avoid pirated content and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated Content

Stick to reputable sites to ensure you're not downloading pirated content. Pirated ebooks
not only harm authors and publishers but can also pose security risks.

Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software and keep your devices updated to protect against malware
that can be hidden in downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal considerations when downloading ebooks. Ensure the site has the
right to distribute the book and that you're not violating copyright laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites for Education

Free ebook sites are invaluable for educational purposes.

Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg and Open Library offer numerous academic resources, including
textbooks and scholarly articles.

Learning New Skills

You can also find books on various skills, from cooking to programming, making these sites
great for personal development.

Supporting Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents, free ebook sites provide a wealth of educational materials for
different grade levels and subjects.

Genres Available on Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres available on free ebook sites ensures there's something for
everyone.

Fiction

From timeless classics to contemporary bestsellers, the fiction section is brimming with
options.
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Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can find biographies, self-help books, historical texts, and more.

Textbooks

Students can access textbooks on a wide range of subjects, helping reduce the financial
burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find a plethora of children's books, from picture books to young
adult novels.

Accessibility Features of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with features that enhance accessibility.

Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks, which are great for those who prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to suit your reading comfort, making it easier for those with
visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can convert written text into audio, providing an alternative way to
enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your ebook reading experience, consider these tips.

Choosing the Right Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-reader, or a smartphone, choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook Library

Use tools and apps to organize your ebook collection, making it easy to find and access your
favorite titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow you to sync your library across multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off, no matter which device you're using.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite the benefits, free ebook sites come with challenges and limitations.
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Quality and Availability of Titles

Not all books are available for free, and sometimes the quality of the digital copy can be
poor.

Digital Rights Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use the ebooks you download, limiting sharing and transferring
between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading ebooks requires an internet connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook Sites

The future looks promising for free ebook sites as technology continues to advance.

Technological Advances

Improvements in technology will likely make accessing and reading ebooks even more
seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet access globally will help more people benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources become more digitized, free ebook sites will play an increasingly
vital role in learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites offer an incredible opportunity to access a wide range of books
without the financial burden. They are invaluable resources for readers of all ages and
interests, providing educational materials, entertainment, and accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and discover the wealth of knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal? Yes, most free ebook sites are legal. They typically offer books
that are in the public domain or have the rights to distribute them. How do I know if an
ebook site is safe? Stick to well-known and reputable sites like Project Gutenberg, Open
Library, and Google Books. Check reviews and ensure the site has proper security measures.
Can I download ebooks to any device? Most free ebook sites offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them compatible with various devices like e-readers, tablets, and
smartphones. Do free ebook sites offer audiobooks? Many free ebook sites offer audiobooks,
which are perfect for those who prefer listening to their books. How can I support authors if I
use free ebook sites? You can support authors by purchasing their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing their work with others.
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