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interest in the concept of civil society has undergone a remarkable renaissance in
the 1990s it is currrently seen as a potential tool to overcome some of the main
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theoretical and political stalemates but what exactly does the concept of civil

this book seeks to make accessible a selection of the best pieces written on civil
society and brings together theoretical and empirical material the essays discuss
the theory of civil society civil society in south asia in particular and ways of
strengthening civil society

this thought provoking book conceptualizes the importance of civil society and
citizenship in building a sustainable and participatory democracy it considers the
ways in which networks and organizations promoting common interests
contribute to this mediating space between the public and private spheres
examining the impacts of the diversity of values and attitudes held by these
organizations taking a normative position thomas p boje argues for the
importance of social justice and civility in an active liberating equitable and
participatory society this book concludes with a detailed discussion of the
conditions required for a participatory democratic system in which all citizens are
involved in the planning decision making and implementation of crucial decisions

it is only a decade ago that the eighteenth century distinction between civil society
and the state seemed old fashioned an object of cynicism even of outright hostility
in this important new book john keane shows how in a wholly unexpected reversal
of fortunes this antiquated distinction has since become voguish among
politicians academics journalists business leaders relief agencies and citizens
organizations john keane examines the various sources and phases of the
dramatic world wide popularization of the term he traces its reappearance in a
wide range of contexts from china to tunisia from south africa to the emerging
european union and clarifies the conflicting grammars and vocabularies of the
language of civil society considerable care is taken to highlight the different
possible meanings of the distinction between civil society and the state keane also
takes the reader into previously uncharted intellectual territory by demonstrating
that the civil society perspective contains unharnessed potentials that it is possible
to develop bold new images of civil society that alter the ways in which we think
about matters such as power property violence politics publicity and democracy
written with style and imagination this important book by john keane will be of
great interest to students and scholars in politics media studies sociology social
and political theory and to a broader public audience interested in the central
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debates and political developments of our time

bringing together historians and political scientists this unique collaboration
compares nineteenth century civil societies that failed to develop lasting
democracies with civil societies that succeeded much of the current literature on
the connection between civil society and consolidating democracy focuses
exclusively on single contemporary polities that are ever changing and uncertain
by studying historical cases the authors are able to demonstrate which civil
societies developed in tandem with lasting democracies and which did not
contrasting these two sets of cases the book both enlightens readers about
individual countries and extracts lessons about the connections between civil
society and democracy in contemporary times above all the authors ask the vital
but under researched question ohow and why does democratic civil society
develop o
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annotation this title examines the increasing impact of nongovernmental
organisations and civil society on global and regional governance in relation to
the un the imf the g8 and the wto the authors assess civil society interaction with
the eu africa east asia and the middle east

the book investigates the intersection of citizenship civil society and development
in today s global world the multi disciplinary collection considers the notion of
citizenship in connection with the neoliberal development agendas participation
security discourses and legal environments the contributions analyse the
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development citizenship nexus grounded in empirical work in african latin
american european and global contexts the book opens exciting avenues to
reflect on the notion of citizenship and explores the following pertinent questions
does citizenship matter for development research do international development
policy and practice promote certain normative registers for how people should
make sense of their social relations and in particular how they relate to public
authorities what are their responses contributors from various academic
backgrounds such as anthropology law and political science affirm the importance
of citizenship for the study of contemporary development processes chapters
provide empirical analysis of the processes of water privatization in ghana the
promulgation of new ngo law in ethiopia environmental politics in former
yugoslavia and the global interconnections between the arab spring and the
occupy wall street movement the book is relevant for students and scholars of
political science and development studies as well as development practitioners
globally this book was published as a special issue of the journal of civil society

civil society and government brings together an unprecedented array of political
ethical and religious perspectives to shed light on the complex and much debated
relationship between civil society and the state some argue that civil society is a
bulwark against government others see it as an indispensable support for
government civil society has been portrayed both as a independent of the state
and as dependent upon it this book reveals the extraordinary diversity of views on
the subject by examining how civil society has been treated in classical liberalism
liberal egalitarianism critical theory feminism natural law christianity judaism
islam and confucianism the volume draws on the work of eminent scholars to
address six questions in terms of function and consequences does it matter where
the line is drawn between civil society and the state what is the relationship of civil
society to the state in what contexts and under what conditions should
government interact with individuals directly or instead indirectly through
communal associations what are the prerogatives and duties of citizenship and
what is the role of civil society in forming good citizens how should a society
handle the conflicts that sometimes arise between the demands of citizenship and
those of membership in the non governmental associations of civil society a
theoretical introduction by the editors political theorist nancy rosenblum and legal
scholar robert post and a conclusion by religious ethicist richard miller tie the
book together in addition to rosenblum the contributors are kenneth baynes
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david biale john coleman farhad kazemi john kelsay william galston will kymlicka
tom palmer fred miller susan moller okin peter nosco henry rosemont steven
scalet david schmidtz william sullivan max stackhouse stephen white and noam
zohar

with contributions from experts on democracy promotion this volume examines
civil society development and external civil society promotion in post socialist
europe it focuses on countries with a failed or deficient process of democratic
consolidation looking at unintended consequences of external democracy
promotion on civil society development

this book is valuable for and beyond the international development industry it
deftly leads a non specialist through the maze of ideas and arguments plaguing
the concept of civil society and critically examines how and what happens when
the international aid system tries to turn confusing and complex political theory
into effective development policy and practice fitting the individual preconditions
and historical trajectories of the worlds varied nations the comparative evidence
analysis and recommendations on offer are essential reading for anyone
attempting to understand or build someone else s as well as their own civil society
especially when justifying the use of tax payers money to do so alan fowler co
founder intrac this book will be really useful to numerous readers 011 a subject
becoming ever more topical in the world of development and beyond it puts order
into the deeply confused debate about civil society describes what the aid donors
are doing to pursue their new goals offers four penetrating case studies and
concludes with sensible suggestions for future policy the authors have made a
practical and lucid assessment of the huge civil society literature they have also
contributed valuably to it and deserve to he listened to professor robert cassen
london school of economics northern governments and ngos are increasingly
convinced that civil society will enable people in developing countries to escape
the poverty trap civil society and the aid industry the product of extensive
research by the prestigious north south institute in canada makes a critical
appraisal of this new emphasis in the aid industry it explores the roles of northern
governmental multilateral and non governmental agencies in supporting civil
society presenting in depth case studies of projects in peru kenya sri lanka and
hungary and gives detailed policy recommendations intended to improve the
effectiveness and appropriateness of future projects originally published in 1998
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no longer are people willing to leave it to governments and business to lead
citizens are seizing the initiative and reclaiming their rightful place as the catalysts
of social change written by academics and practitioners from around the world
who are striving to create a global civil society this book describes the challenges
confronting civil society and provides inspiring examples of how these challenges
are being met

this publication focuses on the challenges faced by civil society to remain
sustainable in response to major changes in the global political economic and
social environment academics and practitioners from all over the world have
contributed original articles practical notes and viewpoints which critically
examine the ways in which civil society organisations are affected by and are
responding to political and financial dynamics these include reductions in
traditional external aid for civil society activities but also the growth of new forms
of funding through social enterprise philanthropy fundraising and contractual
relationships with national government the operating environment for civil society
is a central theme with authors exploring the legitimacy and credibility of different
types of civil society organisation as well as the effects of legislative and
regulatory restrictions on their sustainability the contributions finally examine
new opportunities for civil society and the prospects for organisations to emerge
that are less dependent on foreign aid funding that are more embedded in local
communities and that can bring about lasting and sustained social and economic
change this book was originally published as a special issue of development in
practice

this book is available as open access through the bloomsbury open access
programme and is available on bloomsburycollections com this book looks at the
role that civil society organizations play in dealing with conflict and violence the
authors argue that in most of the prevalent conceptualizations the conflict
dimension of civil society is either downplayed or inadequately addressed they
contend that the ability to deal with conflict is at the heart of organized civil
society in the political process one of civil society s key functions is to express and
mediate between different interests thus contributing to political decision making
the chapters draw on detailed empirical data from the civicus civil society index a
unique comparative data set drawn from 25 countries which has not previously
been made publicly available it examines the different ways violence has been

6 Conditions Of Liberty Civil Society And Its Rivals



Conditions Of Liberty Civil Society And Its Rivals

manifested in civil societies the meaning of violent protest and the impact of
security legislation that might hinder the mediating efforts of civil society the book
offers a sophisticated comparison between conflict and post conflict countries and
an analysis of the role of civil society in conflict resolution reconciliation and
transitional justice

recently the topic of civil society has generated a wave of interest and a wealth of
new information until now no publication has attempted to organize and
consolidate this knowledge the international encyclopedia of civil society fills this
gap establishing a common set of understandings and terminology and an
analytical starting point for future research global in scope and authoritative in
content the encyclopedia offers succinct summaries of core concepts and theories
definitions of terms biographical entries on important figures and organizational
profiles in addition it serves as a reliable and up to date guide to additional
sources of information in sum the encyclopedia provides an overview of the
contours of civil society social capital philanthropy and nonprofits across cultures
and historical periods for researchers in nonprofit and civil society studies political
science economics management and social enterprise this is the most systematic
appraisal of a rapidly growing field

the book problematizes the idea and practices of civil society and stresses the
need to bring the state back into the civil society argument also examines the
inherent politics of civil society the way identities are constructed through the
politics of memory and narrative and problems of language and meaning with
special reference to india

this book introduces radically alternative models of civil society that have been
developed outside the liberal democratic frame of reference models which
suggest that civil society does offer new and non statist democratic possibilities
drawing on a wide range of civil society theory practice from eastern europe and
latin america including the zapatistas in mexico and from visions of global civil
society too this book is uniquely positioned to consider the questions posed by
these alternative voices for democratic theory and practice are there alternatives
to the liberal democratic vision of civil society is a democracy located in civil
society rather than the state either possible or desirable how and why has the
concept of civil society come to be used so widely today can global civil society
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further the struggle for democracy initiated by national civil societies

this book re conceptualizes civil society engagement with global governance
institutions in the field of development in terms of opposition with an innovative

theoretical framework it maps and explains opposition strategies through

detailed case studies on the eu the asian development bank and the global forum
on migration and development
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