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in the late 1930s a number of american women especially those allied with various peace and isolationist groups protested against the
nation s entry into world war ii while their story is fairly well known margaret paton walsh reveals a far less familiar story of
women who fervently felt that american intervention was absolutely necessary paton walsh recounts how the united states became
involved in the war but does so through the eyes of american women who faced it as a necessary evil covering the period between
1935 and 1941 she examines how these women functioned as political actors even though they were excluded from positions of power
through activism in women s organizations informal women s networks and even male dominated lobbying groups in the great
debate over whether america should enter the war some women favored aid to the allies not because they hoped for war but because
they hoped aid would forestall more direct u s involvement but also because they believed war was preferable to a nazi victory paton
walsh shows that this activism involved some of the most prominent women of their day elizabeth cutter morrow whose son in law
charles lindbergh was an isolationist spokesman supported the revision of the neutrality acts to allow the sale of arms to the allies
and expressed her support in a national radio broadcast soon other women joined this debate esther brunauer of the aauw journalist
dorothy thompson and organizations like the league of women voters and national women s trade union league broke from the
pacifist tradition to advocate american aid for the allied cause focusing on the conflict in europe paton walsh shows how these
women grasped the implications of the lend lease program for america s entry into the war but supported it nevertheless by late 1941
the women s division of the fight for freedom committee had been established no longer merely advocating aid to britain to keep
american boys out of battle this organization supported direct american involvement in the war as a means of stopping nazi
oppression while most historians have focused on women s pacifism paton walsh connects women more directly to world events and
shows how those interventionists reformulated maternalist ideas to justify and explain their beliefs our war too is a story of
american women trying to reconcile the irreconcilable to preserve both their principles and their peace it expands our understanding
of women as political actors and thinkers about foreign policy as it sheds new light on american public opinion over the build up to
the war
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official records produced by the armies of the united states and the confederacy and the executive branches of their respective
governments concerning the military operations of the civil war and prisoners of war or prisoners of state also annual reports of
military departments calls for troops correspondence between national and state governments correspondence between union and
confederate officials the final volume includes a synopsis general index special index for various military divisions and background
information on how these documents were collected and published accompanied by an atlas

former secretary of the navy john lehman here confronts one of the momentous issues of american history and the american present
the contending prerogatives of the president and congress in making war lehman a lively controversialist and scholar examines the
history of american military decision making from the revolutionary period to the gulf war whose power is it to declare war to
carry it out and to sustain its course and bring it to an end in addressing these major constitutional questions lehman is vibrantly
contemporary too writing as a government insider to offer a exceptionally vivid perspective on operation desert storm and recent
military actions in grenada libya lebanon and panama arguing vehemently for the primacy of presidential over congressional power
lehman adds crucial new details to our understanding of the post vietnam era of american politics characteristically lehman pulls no
punches he sheds provocative new light on congressional investigations into watergate and iran contra authoritatively demonstrating
the ways in which congress has created crippling impediments to presidential power yet he provides a fresh understanding of the
essential role congress must play in committing the nation to war and he enumerates how presidents from jefferson to bush have
interpreted and misinterpreted the powers grated them as commander in chief john lehman s enlightening new book makes a
invaluable contribution as to whether responsible judgments will be made if and when the nation must again confront the crucial
decision of making war book jacket title summary field provided by blackwell north america inc all rights reserved
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