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this work is a simple introduction to the intellectual challenges presented by law in
the western secular tradition written by one of britain s most revered and eminent
scholars of law the text discusses branches of the law such as contracts property
torts criminal law and interpretation it also covers the moral and historical aspects of
law such as justice obedience and the differences between civil and common law

systems

this book is exceptional in the sense that it provides an introduction to law in general
rather than the law of one specific jurisdiction and it presents a unique way of

looking at legal education it is crucial for lawyers to be aware of the different ways in
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which societal problems can be solved and to be able to discuss the advantages
and disadvantages of different legal solutions in this respect being a lawyer involves
being able to reason like a lawyer even more than having detailed knowledge of
particular sets of rules introduction to law reflects this view by focusing on the
functions of rules and on ways of arguing the relative qualities of alternative legal
solutions where positive law is discussed the emphasis is on the legal questions that
must be addressed by a field of law and on the different solutions which have been
adopted by for instance the common law and civil law tradition the law of specific
jurisdictions is discussed to illustrate possible answers to questions such as when the

existence of a valid contract is assumed

law underlies our society it protects our rights imposes duties on each of us and
establishes a framework for the conduct of almost every social political and
economic activity the punishment of crime compensation of the injured and the
enforcement of contracts are merely some of the tasks of a modern legal system it
also strives to achieve justice promote freedom and protect our security the result is
a system that while it touches all of our daily lives is properly understood by only a
few with its impenetrable jargon obsolete procedures and interminable stream of
byzantine statutes and judgments of the courts this clear jargon free very short
introduction aims to redress that balance as it introduces the essentials of law and
legal systems in a lively accessible and stimulating manner explaining the main
concepts terms and processes of the legal system it focuses on the western tradition
the common law and the civil law but also includes discussions of other legal
systems such as customary law and islamic law and it looks to the future too as
globalization and rapid advances in technology place increasing strain on our
current legal system about the series the very short introductions series from oxford
university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area these pocket
sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly our expert
authors combine facts analysis perspective new ideas and enthusiasm to make

interesting and challenging topics highly readable

a lawyer s view of the institutions and practices of law in society for students

beginning or considering the study of law

this book introduces legal problem solving and provides an understanding of the
language of law it also surveys the structure of the legal system in canada the

sources of our laws and the distinction between public and private law

this book provides an introduction to the american legal system for a broad

readership its focus is on law in practice on the role of the law in american society
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and how the social context affects the living law of the united states it covers the
institutions of law creation andapplication law in american government american
legal culture and the legal profession american criminal and civil justice and civil
rights clearly written the book has been widely used in both undergraduate and
graduate courses as an introduction to the legal system it will be useful too to a
general audience interested in understanding how this vital social system works this
new edition follows the same basic structure as applied in the previous editions
providing a thorough revision and reworking of the text this edition reflects upon
what has happened in the years since the first edition was published in 1985 and
how these events and evolutions have shaped our fundamental comprehension of

the workings of the american legal system today
simultaneously published in the usa and canada

this book engages with a traditional yet persistent question of legal theory what is
law however instead of attempting to define and limit law the aim of the book is to
unlimit law to take the idea of law beyond its conventionally accepted boundaries
into the material and plural domains of an interconnected human and nonhuman
world against the backdrop of analytical jurisprudence the book draws theoretical
connections and continuities between different experiences spheres and modalities
of law taking up the many forms of critical and socio legal thought it presents a
broad challenge to legal essentialism and abstraction as well as an important
contribution to more general normative theory reading crystallising and extending
themes that have emerged in legal thought over the past century this book is the
culmination of the author s 25 years of engagement with legal theory its bold
attempt to forge a thoroughly contemporary approach to law will be of enormous

value to those with interests in legal and socio legal theory

now in its third edition an introduction to law and legal reasoning continues to be the
ideal go to for the first year law student it is a short practical book that introduces
beginning law students and others to contemporary law and legal reasoning by
presenting these topics through various discussions of cases and examples it

provides students with a solid source to reference for years to come

this innovative text offers a combined approach covering legal systems skills and
employability to provide an academic and practical foundation for the study of law

and life as a professional

the brussels i regulation is by far the most prominent cornerstone of the european
law of international civil procedure every practitioner in the international field has to

work with it and its importance is still growing the first edition of this full scale article
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by article commentary found a very warm reception this new edition brings the book
up to date incorporating a host of developments in the four years since ist first
appearance combines in depth analysis with a genuine and truly european
perspective authored by top experts from all over europe covers the jurisprudence of
the ecj and of the member states and integrates thorough discussion of the pending

proposal for a brussels ibis regulation this truly european commentary offers

invaluable guidance for lawyers judges and academics throughout europe
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