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the legendary relationship at the heart of a major motion picture in the colonel alanna nash the author of golden girl the story of jessica savitch explores in
depth the amazing story of colonel tom parker the man behind the legend and the myth of elvis presley the result is a book that reads like the most riveting of
real life detective stories one that will completely change your view of presley s life success and death while scores of books have been written about elvis
presley this is the first meticulously researched biography of tom parker written by someone who knew him personally and for anyone truly interested in the
performer many consider the greatest and most influential of the twentieth century it is impossible to understand how elvis came to be such a phenomenon
without examining the life and mind of parker the man who virtually controlled elvis s every move alanna nash has been covering the story of elvis presley and
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colonel tom parker since the day of presley s funeral in memphis tennessee she was the first journalist allowed to view presley s body a compelling and
surprising sight but the profile of parker attending the funeral in a hawaiian shirt and a baseball cap was even stranger and led her to investigate the man
behind the myth it has been known for years that thomas andrew parker was in fact born in holland as andreas cornelis van kuijk but nash has dug much
deeper and in a masterpiece of reporting unearthed never before seen documents including parker s army records and psychiatric evaluations and the original
police report of an unsolved murder case in holland that lies at the heart of the parker mystery in the process of weighing the evidence she answers the
biggest riddle in the history of the music industry as it becomes clear that every move parker made in the handling of elvis presley from why he never allowed
elvis to perform in europe to why he didn t halt elvis s drug use to why he put him in so many mediocre movies and even the colonel s direction of presley s
army career was designed to protect parker s own secrets filled with startling new material her book challenges even the most familiar precepts of the presley
saga everything we presumed about parker s handling of the world s most famous entertainer must now be reevaluated in the light of information nash reveals
about parker who cared little for presley beyond what the singer could do to bolster the colonel s precarious position as an illegal alien elvis presley as one of
parker s unwitting victims paid a major price for the colonel s past and his overwhelming need to be more important than his client as a result presley was
never allowed to reach his potential and died in drug induced frustration over his stunted and mismanaged career in this astonishing impeccably written and
vastly entertaining book nash proves that the only figure in american popular culture as fascinating as elvis presley is colonel tom parker the man who shaped
elvis who in turn helped shape us

the powerful and uplifting number one sunday times bestseller in march 2022 much loved pop star father and son tom parker died from incurable brain cancer
this story is his legacy in his own words a proud working class lad from bolton he rose to chart topping fame with the wanted and even took america by storm a
loving father to aurelia and bodhi and a devoted husband to kelsey his life after pop superstardom was all about family friends and finding new purpose after
his diagnosis in 2020 he become a prominent campaigner for brain cancer research appearing in the house of commons as well as holding a massively
successful concert in aid of stand up to cancer in the royal albert hall throughout it all tom had hope this inspirational memoir shows how far hope and daring to
dream can carry you no matter what cards you re dealt

almost the only indisputable fact about colonel tom parker is that he was the manager of the greatest performer in popular music elvis presley his real name
wasn t tom parker indeed he wasn t an american at all but a dutch immigrant called andreas van kujik and he certainly wasn t a proper military colonel he
purchased his title from a man in louisiana but while the colonel has long been acknowledged as something of a charlatan this book is the first to reveal the
extraordinary extent of the secrets he concealed and the consequences for the career and ultimately the life of the star he managed as alanna nash prodigious
research has discovered the colonel left holland most probably because at the age of twenty he bludgeoned a woman to death entering the us illegally he
then enlisted in the army as tom parker but with supreme irony for someone later styling himself as colonel parker s military career ended in desertion and
discharge after a psychiatrist had certified him as a psychopath he then became a fairground barker working sideshows with a zeal for small scale huckstering
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and the casual scam that never left him and by the height of elvis s success parker had become a pathological gambler who at the same time as he was taking
amazingly a full 50 of presley s earnings frittered away all his wealth in the casinos of las vegas as nash shows therefore the often baffling trajectory of elvis
presley s career makes perfect sense once the secret imperatives of the colonel s life are known parker never booked presley for a tour of europe because of
the dark secret that ensured he himself could never return there even at his most famous elvis was still being booked to play out of the way towns in north
carolina because the former fairground barker who shamelessly negotiated as such even with top record company and film executives knew them from his
days on the circus circuit and elvis was trapped playing years of arduous seasons in las vegas two shows nightly seven days a week until boredom and despair
brought on the excessive drug use that killed him because for parker he was an open chit whose huge earnings prevented his manager s losses at the
gambling tables being called in alanna nash knew parker towards the end of his life and has now uncovered the whole story improbable shocking and never
less than compelling of how this larger than life man made and then unmade popular music s first and greatest superstar

delves into the murky truth about col parker and his handling of elvis a consummate carnival huckster parker never gave anything away for free and took pride
in conning the public born in holland as andreas cornelis van kuijk he snuck into the u s aboard a cargo ship and reinvented himself after backstabbing and
back room dealings to get presley s managerial contract parker plotted to push elvis to the forefront of the music scene details all of parker s dirty dealings and
greedy negotiations such as the contract signed at elvis s funeral which granted parker and his associates approximately 75 of the income from elvis
merchandising photos

alf spanner is a mild mannered scientist who makes a living making robots and designing computer systems one day he is approached by major tom parker
from the esra corporation and is asked if he can build a craft that can move faster than the speed of light alf has been working on such a theory for six years
and is happy to accept the task until he discovers that the major has hidden agendas alf is not a hero and enlists the help of his friend liam mail to stop the
major but this puts liams girlfriend in danger in a race against time they must save the girl and stop the major whilst being pursued by a deadly assassin will
they succeed only time will tell

taken directly from affidavits stored at the national archives in washington district of columbia immigrant soldiers and witnesses attest to the events that
resulted in 26 soldiers of these soldiers being awarded the medal of honor

grab your thinking as we probe every part of presley s mysterious death fbi involvement and the sinister forces at work during the final days of his career we
have been told all the lies for decades but now it s time to answer some very pointed questions why were the first words out of vernon presley s mouth upon
learning of his son s death my god they ve murdered my son why does elvis presley have two death certificates that contradict each other how could elvis
have passed two complete physical examinations the week before he died how could codeine show up in his toxicology report when there was no sign of
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anaphylaxis in his body are we really expected to believe that the investigator s photos and notes of the death scene were stolen from his car by coincidence
why has history ignored the 1990 television interview where elvis doctor not only claimed that elvis was murdered but named the murderer this book exposes
the massive cover up that has kept the truth from being told to the public and will change the way you look at elvis presley s mysterious death forever this
book will not disappoint you can you handle the truth

unfinished austen examines four texts that jane austen left incomplete catharine or the bower 1792 3 lady susan 1795 the watsons 1803 4 and sanditon 1817
none of them published till well after her death since very little in manuscript form survives from the six famous novels these four manuscript texts offer insight
into the novelist in the process of creation they also problematize the romance plot prominent in the published novels by presenting this in a nebulous or
incipient state that underlines its  artificiality these texts sometimes show how the romance plot is  inflected by the financial  condition in which young
marriageable women can find themselves moreover the stories other than catharine have aroused the interest of many later writers including writers for
theatre and screen who are eager to complete or to amplify them they may do this through developing the stories to some kind of dénouement perhaps more
intriguingly however these texts induce some writers to question the very enterprise of concluding an unfinished text

a fresh biography of legendary entertainment manager colonel tom parker with a contrarian and corrective point of view colonel tom parker often reviled in his
time led the strategy from the earliest days of elvis s career together they built the most legendary partnership in show business for the first time colonel
parker s story is told by an insider greg mcdonald who worked under parker for years never before heard stories of parker s collaboration with elvis reveal the
man behind the legend and the strategies that made elvis a commercial groundbreaker ingrained lore has it that parker took advantage of poor country boy
elvis to sign the singer who became the king but elvis and the colonel shows that elvis was not foolish when it came to business arrangements this book is full
of stories of innovations parker made with his star client including ingenious merchandising eg selling both i love elvis and i hate elvis buttons licensing and
branding from suits to toys ashtrays to guitars establishing the king as an artist in residence in las vegas creating televised concert events like elvis christmas
special many of the practices parker established are still deployed today by most major agencies parker s experience as a carny and an immigrant shaped his
management style when he was at his peak showing how he adapted big top practices to the big time the heart of elvis and the colonel is the long strong
warm and complex relationship between two iconic men

praise for the previous edition this fun to read source will add spice for economics and business classes american reference books annual worthy of inclusion in
reference collections of public academic and high school libraries its content is wide ranging and its entries provide interesting reading booklist a concise
introduction to american inventors and entrepreneurs recommended for academic and public libraries choice american inventors entrepreneurs and business
visionaries revised edition profiles more than 300 important americans from colonial times to the present featuring such inventors and entrepreneurs as thomas
edison and madame c j walker this revised resource provides in depth information on robber barons and their counterparts as well as visionaries such as bill
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