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the contributors consider how canada s religious experience is distinctive in the
modern world somewhere between the largely secularized europe and the

relatively religious united states

based on the premises that quebecers vote for independence in a referendum
and canada accepts this result the secession of quebec and the future of canada
is a timely examination of the implications of separation for quebec and the rest

of canada

over the last 30 years referendums have played an increasingly important role in
determining government policy recent high profile referendums in scotland
catalonia and ukraine have continued the movement towards independence
referendums following decolonization and the end of the cold war the greek
bailout referendum and britain s vote on membership of the eu reflect a tradition
of european states giving their people a direct say in the transfer of sovereign
powers to the european union seen through the ratification of key treaties such as
maastricht amsterdam nice and lisbon this routledge handbook covers key
aspects and issues of direct democracy and referendums throughout the world
including their history when why where how and on which issues referendums are
held why some referendums are more democratic than others how referendums
are won whether they produce good policies if referendums increase
participation and improve the quality of representative democracies do
referendums increase trust in democracy and the political actors the impact of
new technology on the possibilities methods and frequency of direct public
political participation how they should be regulated covering other related areas
such as recall citizen juries and random selection this compendium is an

indispensable guide to referendums and the workings of modern democracy

important aspects of the history of language in the united states remain shrouded
in myth and legend the notion of one nation one language is part of the idealized

history of the united states although in its short history it has probably been host
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to more bilingual people than any other country in the world language is more
than a means of communication it brings into play an entire range of experiences
and attitudes toward life furthermore language is a potent symbolic issue
because it links power and political claims of ownership with psychological
demands for group worth how people belonging to different language and
cultural communities live together in the same political community and how
political and structural tensions arise to divide them along language lines are
questions addressed in the politics of language this book analyzes the historical
background and recent controversy over language in the united states and
compares it to two official multilingual societies canada and switzerland it s
accessibility as a survey of this topic makes it ideal for courses in linguistics

political science and sociology

this book analyses the presidentialization of parties in three countries of the post
soviet space russia belarus and kazakhstan and the role of this phenomenon in
their recent political history the concept of presidentialization of politics means
that parties tend to adjust by becoming presidentialised in the sense that parties
delegate their leaders as presidents to shape both their electoral and governing
strategies the presidentialization of parties refers to institutional resources
constraints and opportunities it can be also described both as centralization of
leadership and a style of government overlapping with that of personalization of
politics that it consists of personal characteristics attitudes personal capital and
charisma in making politics instead since their introduction the concept of
presidentialization have been mostly analysed within the western or other
democratic countries very little attention however has been paid to the
phenomenon presidentialization of political parties in non democratic countries or
in countries with a transitional form of government this volume enhances our
theoretical understanding of the political role of the presidents of russia

kazakhstan and belarus in controlling the legislative space and elected officials

in the struggle for quebec young updates this work treating new developments

and making his analysis accessible to a wider audience he describes the prelude
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to the 1995 referendum campaign as well as the history of the campaign itself
analysing the arguments deployed by federalists and sovereigntists and seeking
to explain why the yes forces gained ground in 1995 and almost won he also
suggests what would have happened if the yes side had actually won the 1995
referendum young then assesses the fallout of the referendum its impact on the
attitudes and behaviour of the public elites and foreign governments and
describes how the sovereigntists and federalists are manoeuvring around the
prospect of another referendum he considers lucien bouchard s policies as well
as ottawa s attempts both to accommodate quebecers desires for change plan a
and to demonstrate how difficult secession would be plan b and analyses the
1997 federal election and the calgary accord all of this lays the groundwork for
prediction and young provides a set of scenarios about what would happen after
a yes vote in a future referendum on sovereignty the struggle for quebec is a
current thorough and lively book which is indispensable reading for all canadians

concerned with their future

public administration as an american profession originated in the early twentieth
century with urban reformers advocating the application of scientific and
business practices to rehabilitate corrupt city governments that approach
transformed governance in the united states but also guaranteed recurrent
debate over the proper role of public administrators who must balance the often
contradictory demands of efficiency and politically defined notions of the public
good currently the business approach holds sway legitimated by al gore s
national performance review the new public management movement promotes
entrepreneurs over civil servants performance over process decentralization over
centralization and flexibility over rules john rohr demurs arguing that the
movement goes too far in downplaying the distinctively american challenges
arising from the separated powers principle consequently the npm alienates
public management from its natural home a nation state established within a
constitutional order according to rohr nothing is more fundamental to
governance than a constitution and therefore to stress the constitutional

character of administration is to establish the proper role of administration as
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governance that includes management but transcends it as well this is not a
novel argument for rohr who was recognized in 1999 by the louis brownlow
committee of the national academy of public administration for his lifetime
contributions on the constitutional underpinnings of public administration but this
new version of his rule of law critique directly addresses the npm s excesses
framed convincingly as a comparative study of cases found in four countries
spanning three centuries as a result rohr establishes that the constitutional
administrative nexus is intimate stable pervasive and enduring the first half of the
book examines the linkages between constitutions and administrations in france
the united kingdom and canada all of them sufficiently similar to the united states
to make comparisons meaningful and sufficiently different to provide illuminating
perspectives on domestic practices the examples extend from the french
revolution through the founding of the canadian confederation in the 1860s to
such contemporary issues as the influence of administrative directives from
brussels on the british courts the second half of the book examines american
cases in three categories separation of powers individual rights and federalism in
each case rohr highlights instances of public management with all its warts and
wrinkles tending to the mundane details of translating great constitutional
principles into everyday actions american administrative law rohr concludes has
structured safeguards to protect the integrity of administrative decision making
while also holding it accountable constitutional law has helped establish civil
servants freedom of speech and applied the fundamental principles of federalism
to the administrative process he summarizes his findings from the case studies by
saying that the constitutional role of american civil servants comes not only from

specific american experiences but also from the very nature of civil service

the study of political behaviour in canada has often focused largely on parties
and voting citizen politics seeks to expand that definition of political behaviour to
encompass behaviouralsim as a method of inquiry as well as a focus of inquiry
which includes political culture public opinion voting and elections political
participation leaders and activists and interest groups and social movements in

the past fifteen years since a canadian political behaviour text was last published
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the field has changed immensely and this collection reflects these changes
women are examined as independent political actors the importance of the
media to voting and elections is investigated the uniqueness of immigrant and
ethnic minority participation in canadian politics is discussed and new social
movements are examined each section begins with an essay that synthesizes the
important research and arguments that inform each subfield these are followed
by two or more essays of original contemporary research which inform students
of critical new approaches and provide examples of how research in the field of
political behaviour is conducted the editors begin the volume with an essay that
discusses what political behaviour is how the study is done and why it is
important as a field of study and they end the book with an examination of the

state of the field in canada today and an assessment of tomorrow s challenges

a sly insightful and wonderfully original book from one of canada s most popular
political analysts chantal hébert and one of quebec s top political broadcasters
jean lapierre only the most fearless of political journalists would dare to open the
old wounds of the 1995 quebec referendum a still murky episode in canadian
history that continues to defy our understanding the referendum brought one of
the world s most successful democracies to the brink of the unknown and yet
quebecers attitudes toward sovereignty continue to baffle the country s political
class interviewing 17 key political leaders from the duelling referendum camps
hébert and lapierre begin with a simple premise asking what were these political
leaders plans if the vote had gone the other way even 2 decades later their
answers may shock you and in asking an unexpected question these veteran
political observers cleverly expose the fractures tensions and fears that continue

to shape canada today

provides background information on long term ethnic religious political territorial

and economic conflicts between nations today

this book demonstrates the enduring and even heightened economic significance

of national identities and nationalism in the current age
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the razor thin outcome of the october 1995 referendum in quebec was a jarring
wake up call for english canada forcing canadians outside quebec to confront the
unthinkable this collection of papers by leading academics and analysts offers
the most thorough examination yet of the main issues arising for the country out
of the october referendum it considers not only what might be done to help the
country survive but what should be done if it doesn t the book is divided into two
parts the first focussing on ways to improve the social political and economic
union of canada the second confronts head on the possibility of quebec
separation and discusses the terms and processes of quebec s possible
departure as the recent supreme court decision made clear the time for reasoned
negotiation with a soon to be independent quebec may come although
committed to keeping the country together all the contributors to this volume
share a commitment to democracy and the peaceful resolution of conflict the
individual papers go beyond analysis to provide a clear set of proposals for action
and change originally commissioned by the ¢ d howe institute the papers provide
the first real blueprint for thinking about the unthinkable as such this collection will
be of great interest to anyone concerned about the future of canada and the

future of quebec
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