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rough waters and other stories is a collection of original stories
addressing  different  ethical  questions  and  dilemmas  an  introduction
makes connections among the stories puts them in personal and political
perspective and anchors them in a tragic understanding of life and
ethics the characters in rough waters and other stories some based on
real historical people must make or finesse ethical choices some of them
straight forward others tragic in nature tragic choices involve trade
offs between seemingly irreconcilable but important goals alternatively
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they entail committing ourselves to decisions or policies whose outcomes
are uncertain we are desperate to avoid tragic choices and prone to
convince ourselves often in the face of good evidence that we can
satisfy all of our desires or needs instead of making difficult choices
between or among them we also tend to convince ourselves that our
decisions or policies well succeed in proportion to the degree that we
feel compelled to commit to them a standard trope of greek tragedy think
here of oedipus is that our choices sometimes lead directly to the
outcomes we are trying desperately to avoid

not all that glitters is diamond sometimes it is only glass but even its
sharp edges will never hurt you like family stephan is living a life
every teenager would envy son of a wealthy businessman he lives carefree
and carelessly however nothing is as it seems and his perfect life is
doomed it has been since before he was even born days thrill seeking
nights lock picking it s all just about to fall apart his older brother
has uncovered a secret for all their years together roger has envied
stephan s life his success the attention he has from their father but
now roger can wait no longer this is the moment the moment he can hurt
stephan the most when he can turn stephan s choices against him tear
apart everything he cherishes and steal away his future with secrecy and
the resources of the russian mafia on his side the older mills brother
effortlessly brings stephan s world down around him a single tip off to
the police burying him under the ruins of his former life after a year
behind bars stephan seems to have no hope no future cut off even from
the rest of his family can he reclaim his life and freedom or will he
sink still lower will his years of petty crime damn him or will they be
enough to help him fight back and will he have to do it alone

to carolyn brown s mind the tall tale is not necessarily an account of
the adventures of a larger than life hero nor is it just a humorous
first person narrative exaggerated to outlandish proportions the tall
tale is also a social statement that identifies and binds a folk group
by flaunting the peculiar knowledge and experiences of group members and
it is a tool for coping with a stressful or even chaotic world for
conquering life s problems by laughing at them drawing on previous
research and her own original fieldwork the author develops in detail
this definition of the tall tale as a genre of folklore and she then
explores how tall tale methods and meaning have been translated into
literary humor she probes the ways that writers have used this genre to
create a complex theoretical relationship among text author narrator and
reader finally brown alludes to the echoes of all tale attitudes and
style still found in modern written humor from publisher s description

a poignant nostalgic collection of literary criticism by one of america
s  premier  authors  kirkus  reviews  in  rough  country  is  a  sterling
collection of essays reviews and criticism from joyce carol oates that
focuses on a wide array of books and writers from poe to nabokov from
flannery o connor to phillip roth one of our foremost novelists national
book  award  and  pen  malamud  award  winner  oates  demonstrates  an
unparalleled understanding and appreciation of great works of literature
with in rough country and offers unique and breathtaking insights into
the writer s art

bram stoker award winning author thomas f monteleone has brought 20 of
his  most  powerful  and  dark  fantasy  and  horror  stories  into  one
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spellbinding collection enter strange worlds that are at the same time
not too far off from our own where religion mythology emotion and terror
combine for a mix that will keep readers up until all hours of the night
includes  an  introduction  by  john  dechancie  and  the  stories  mister
magister the dancer in the darkness the prisoner s tale and many more
thomas  f  monteleone  lives  in  grantham  new  hampshire  with  his  wife
elizabeth and daughter olivia

based on presentations given by professors of english literature from
the u of toronto in a law school seminar at the university 13 literary
scholars including the late northrop frye explore the subject of crime
in a wide range of literary works annotation copyrighted by book news
inc portland or
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