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usa today bestseller if it s not working change it one backyard at a time visionary
placemaker steve nygren chronicles the rise of serenbe a pioneering model in
biophilic living outside atlanta and charts a path for others wishing to challenge
the status quo embrace optimism and reinvent their communities and themselves
for many americans life is no longer working we are increasingly sick stressed
anxious and unhappy many feel left behind by the economy disillusioned by once
respected institutions and helpless in the face of environmental decline steve
nygren argues that much of this can be traced to where and how we live by
rethinking and reinvesting in our own communities we can rediscover the joy of
connected meaningful lives for ourselves and future generations start in your
own  backyard  provides  a  blueprint  for  developing  sustainable  communities
where  citizens  of  all  generations  can  thrive  and  awe  is  found  in  everyday
moments which requires understanding the unintended consequences of sprawl
and why clustered development supports more green space more housing and
lower costs why being disconnected from nature and each other is at the root of
many environmental societal and health related woes tactics to encourage a local
food based economy and why that matters how small yards front porches and
blueberry bushes at crosswalks lead to strong supportive neighborhoods the
benefits of aging in place and how to nurture connections between uncaged
elders and free range kids whether you re a placemaker developer civic leader
business owner or parent or grandparent wishing to improve the things that
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complicate your life this book is for you it educates and inspires demonstrates
the impact of local action and sparks hope that one person can change the world
in amazing ways by starting in your own backyard why shouldn t that person be
you

plan your space to suit your life style gardening tips and techniques outdoor
building projects savory recipes

whether you want to create a courtyard with a water feature or a safe backyard
play area for children or if you want to build a deck retaining wall picket fence
pergola or pavilion this is the book for you the new complete backyard book
contains the practical advice to show you how it s done it presents the essential
information  for  creating  a  beautiful  outdoor  living  area  including  the
fundamentals  of  landscaping  such  as  planning  and  preparing  your  site  the
principles of garden design as well as choosing planting and caring for plants
trees and shrubs

traces the author s lifetime of exploring the natural wonders of yellowstone
national park journeys during which he visited its geyser thermal pools and
glacier and encountered a vast range of wildlife

the author pulls together for amateur and professional alike about 30 backyard
structure projects that can be fun to build and use practical and within easy
reach of anyone with the slightest knack for working with the hands and the
common tools found around almost every home

a guide for backyard birders offers a regional approach designed to help ease the
identification  of  different  species  and  includes  descriptions  of  each  species
favorite foods behavior and characteristics

for every gardener desiring to add apples pears cherries and other tree fruit to
their  landscape  here  are  hints  and  solid  information  from  a  professional
horticulturist and experienced fruit grower the backyard orchardist includes help
on selecting the best fruit trees and information about each stage of growth and
development along with tips  on harvest  and storage of  the fruit  those with
limited space will learn about growing dwarf fruit trees in containers appendices
include a fruit growers monthly calendar a trouble shooting guide for reviving
ailing trees and a resource list of nurseries selling fruit trees

gardening encyclopedia for east side rockies chinook zone canada to colorado

a practical guide to backyard birds and the plants that attract them

the voting rights act of 1965 which originally was intended to prohibit barriers to
black registration and voting has been hailed as a triumph for civil rights and as
a catalyst for the election of minorities to public office in both the deep south and
the urban north to advance its objective federal courts instructed many cities to
change from at large to single member district electoral systems as a way to
ensure that minorities had a reasonable chance to elect representatives of their
choice  in  the  first  book  to  critique  the  implementation  of  this  landmark
legislation in a major american city ruth morgan examines its effect on local
governance  over  forty  years  in  dallas  and  shows  that  it  had  unintended
consequences for racial politics representation and public policy breaking from
studies  that  measure the success  of  the vra in  terms of  increased minority
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representation  morgan assesses  the  consequences  of  the  act  for  dallas  city
government and for the wider interests of minorities as well while endorsing the
original intent of the vra morgan believes that this intent was subverted by
subsequent amendments to the act and by the courts attempts to advance the
political standing of particular minority groups she argues that court imposed
single  member  districts  have  created  in  dallas  a  city  council  infected  with
parochialism and careerism a result of members no longer having to compromise
to  win  citywide  votes  and  have  had  an  adverse  impact  on  governmental
effectiveness  and  voter  turnout  with  corruption  and  cronyism now rampant
voting rights legislation and litigation have ultimately failed to fulfill the hopes
and aspirations of  the unempowered and the district  system has created an
incentive for continued racial separation governance by decree offers a pointed
assessment of the complexities and contradictions produced by the voting rights
law while at the same time calling for the federal judiciary to exercise restraint
in imposing its will when it lacks the capacity to make choices that are inherently
political morgan s powerfully argued case study should inspire much debate and
inform  forthcoming  congressional  deliberations  over  the  renewal  of  the
preclearance  section  of  the  vra  in  2007
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