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the generation of 1930 in french intellectual life was unique in the gravity of the

challenges they faced simone weil the brilliant social and political theorist activist

and spiritual writer was one of an eminent company in the france of the 1930s who

responded to these challenges in her brief remarkable life she wrote a host of essays

and letters and filled several notebooks with reflections hellman s volume sets out

the single world view with its paradoxes and its logic which appears behind her

disparate writings but which she never lived to set out formally herself hellman
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extracts the key themes in weil s writings on marxism hitlerism factory work history

and religion in an effort to examine the seeming contradictions and inconsistencies in her

fusion of deep spirituality and commitment to the poor and oppressed and her love

hate relationship with roman catholicism and israel the result is a synthesis of her

thought as a whole drawn principally from her varied fragmentary writings and seen in

relation to her life and personality

simone weil 1909 1943 was a defining figure of the twentieth century a philosopher

christian resistance fighter anarchist feminist labour activist and teacher she was

described by t s eliot as a woman of genius of a kind of genius akin to that of the

saints and by albert camus as the only great spirit of our time originally published

posthumously in two volumes these newly reissued notebooks are among the very few

unedited personal writings of weil s that still survive today containing her thoughts

on art love science god and the meaning of life they give context and meaning to weil

s famous works revealing an unique philosophy in development and offering a rare

private glimpse of her singular personality

simone weil 1909 1943 was a philosopher theologian political activist and mystic

whose work endures among the greatest spiritual thinking in human history born and

educated in paris she was devoted to advocating for disenfranchised citizens around

the world called the saint of all outsiders by andre gide weil s compassion for the

plight of the working class and the armed forces fueled her enlightened treatises and

existential inquiries

the immediate and guiding aim of this book is to introduce the contemporary reader to

the work and thought of simone weil

during her lifetime weil was only known to relatively narrow circles even in france

her essays were mostly read only by those interested in radical politics yet during

the first decade after her death weil rapidly became famous attracting attention

throughout the west for the 3rd quarter of the twentieth century she was widely

regarded as the most influential person in the world on new work concerning religious

and spiritual matters her philosophical social and political thought also became

popular although not to the same degree as her religious work

simone weil philosopher religious thinker mystic social political activist is notoriously

difficult to categorize since her life and writings challenge traditional academic

boundaries as many scholars have recognized she set out few if any systematic

theories especially when it came to religious ideas in this book a rebecca rozelle stone
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and lucian stone illuminate the ways in which weil stands outside western theological

tradition by her use of paradox to resist the clamoring for greater degrees of

certainty beyond a facile fallibilism simone weil s ideas about the super natural love

christianity and spiritual action and indeed her seeming endorsement of a sort of

atheism detachment foolishness and passivity begin to unravel old assumptions about

what it is to encounter the divine

although trained as a philosopher simone weil 1909 43 contributed to a wide range

of subjects resulting in a rich field of interdisciplinary weil studies yet those coming

to her work from such disciplines as sociology history political science religious

studies french studies and women s studies are often ignorant of or baffled by her

philosophical investigations in simone weil late philosophical writings eric o springsted

presents a unique collection of weil s writings one concentrating on her explicitly

philosophical thinking the essays are drawn chiefly from the time weil spent in marseille

in 1940 42 as well as one written from london most have been out of print for

some time three appear for the first time all are newly translated beyond making

important texts available this selection provides the context for understanding weil s

thought as a whole this volume is important not only for those with a general

interest in weil it also specifically presents weil as a philosopher chiefly one

interested in questions of the nature of value moral thought and the relation of

faith and reason what also appears through this judicious selection is an important

confirmation that on many issues respecting the nature of philosophy weil wittgenstein

and kierkegaard shared a great deal

this is an excellent treatment by fourteen distinguished scholars of some of the

central strands in the philosophy of simone weil

simone weil is one of the few spiritual thinkers to give an adequate account for the

place of suffering in our world we traditionally view suffering as that which

thwarts our most profound longings and happiness simone weil insists that suffering is

not a problem to overcome suffering as it arises in the sacrifices of divine and human

love is a fact of life neither to be rejected nor invited but also something that can

shape human life by opening itself to the divine love here again is springsted s

comprehensive treatment of simone weil s religious insights unique is her understanding

of the scientific modern age without cynicism meanwhile embracing much of traditional

christian spirituality without naivete in her unusual approach that is new and yet

draws on ancient thought weil supports a radical theology insisting that the

oppressed with whom she identified are not assisted by a transfer of power but they
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must like those in power view suffering as a way of overcoming the human penchant

for self centeredness and as a way of drawing closer to the world in love and as a

whole

a work first published in english in 1951 waiting on god forms the best possible

introduction to the work of simone weil for it brings us into direct contact with

this amazing personality at once so pure so ardent so utterly sincere yet normally

so reserved that only her closest friends guessed the secrets of her inner life the first

part of the book concerns her letters written to the reverend father perrin o p who

befriended her at marseilles and the only priest she knew became her intimate friend the

second part of the book concerns essays and reflections on such subjects as

education human affliction and the love of god prayer and forms of the implicit love

of god

doering analyzes the material in simone weil s notebooks and lesser known essays in

order to discuss her thoughts on violence war and injustice

introducing the selected works of simone weil

the continuing legacy of simone weil analyzes the core work of simone weil and her

views on the nature of the human condition humanity s relationship with god and the

objective state of our world david pollard argues that though much of weil s work

was focused on particular conditions operating in europe prior to and including the

period of the second world war much of it is as relevant today as it was then

in simone weil robert chenavier explores the work of simone weil and demonstrates how

she brought together spiritual life and the human struggle for solidarity

as a thinker mystic and social critic simone weil is one of the most extraordinary

figures of the 20th century she was a marxist who experienced the relations of power

between producing and ruling classes first hand as a field and factory worker she

was an internationalist who felt that the fall of paris was a great day for indo

china and yet she wanted to fight for france camus called her social writings more

penetrating and more prophetic than anything since marx what comes through strongly

in this book are weil s power of analysis and criticism her love of truth and hunger

for justice her commitment to non violence and most of all her regard for everyone

and everything marginalized or excluded by orthodoxies and establishments whether

colonized people or heresy
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this in depth study examines the social religious and philosophical thought of simone

weil simone weil for the twenty first century presents a comprehensive analysis of

weil s interdisciplinary thought focusing especially on the depth of its challenge to

contemporary philosophical and religious studies in a world where little is seen to

have real meaning eric o springsted presents a critique of the unfocused nature of

postmodern philosophy and argues that weil s thought is more significant than ever in

showing how the world in which we live is in fact a world of mysteries springsted

brings into focus the challenges of weil s original and sometimes surprising starting

points such as an augustinian priority of goodness and love over being and intellect

and the importance of the crucifixion springsted demonstrates how the mystical and

spiritual aspects of weil s writings influence her social thought for weil social and

political questions cannot be separated from the supernatural for her rather the

world has a sacramental quality such that life in the world is always a matter of

life in god and life in god necessarily a way of life in the world simone weil for the

twenty first century is not simply a guide or introduction to simone weil rather it is

above all an argument for the importance of weil s thought in the contemporary

world showing how she helps us to understand the nature of our belonging to god

sometimes in very strange and unexpected ways the importance of attention and love

as the root of both the love of god and neighbor the importance of being rooted in

culture and culture s service to the soul in rooting it in the universe and the need

for human beings to understand themselves as communal beings not as isolated thinkers

or willers it will be essential reading to scholars of weil and will also be of

interest to philosophers and theologians
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