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the chinese language is a brief introduction to the main characteristics of chinese written to be accessible to beginning

students as well as anyone with a general interest in chinese language and culture not a language learning title as such the

chinese language provides a demystifying overview of chinese from a linguistic historical and social perspective providing

basic information such as where chinese is spoken the history and earliest written records regional variations and a

description of the writing system the chinese language provides an excellent starting point for anyone intrigued by the

history and basics of chinese language

a simple introduction to chinese writing pronunciation and intonation using short stories appropriate for beginner chinese

students of all ages reading basic chinese becomes simplified in this highly attractive and unique manual designed for

readers of all ages chinese writing pronunciation and vocabulary are described here in an entertaining and interesting

manner to help beginners learn chinese quickly the author starts with simple characters and then combines these to make

sentences and stories this step by step process allows the reader to develop a basic knowledge of the complex mandarin

chinese language with maximum comprehension a section dealing with pronunciation and intonation and a vocabulary list of

the characters used in the book are included as an aid for the reader beautiful imaginative chinese characters hand painted

by a professional calligrapher and amusing illustrations by the author supplement the text and make learning to read chinese

fun along with fancy

learning chinese language and culture is an intermediate level textbook which was intended to be used throughout the entire

school year and designed mainly for students who have completed introductory courses of chinese as a foreign language

written in english traditional and simplified chinese this book illustrates chinese language knowledge and introduces chinese

culture in twentytwo lessons covering a variety of cultural content including customs and manners holidays and festivals

poems and idioms calligraphy and couplets myths and legends feng shui and superstitions and historical relics and sceneries

and many others in every lesson the authors have strived to maintain a clear topic and a coherent structure they have also

endeavored to keep the contents lively and achieve a fluent writing style while closely controlling the structure and

grammar of every lesson

this book provides a comprehensive introduction to the fundamentals of chinese linguistics including the core components of
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phonetics and phonology morphology syntax writing system and social cultural aspects of the language it also discusses key

features of chinese language acquisition in each of these areas highlighting common difficulties and obstacles adult learners

encounter as revealed in language acquisition research the integration of basic linguistic knowledge with language acquisition

findings provides valuable resources for both current and aspiring chinese language teachers and serious learners of chinese

as a second language exercise questions included in each chapter serve to reinforce the concepts of chinese linguistics the

book is designed to not only enhance chinese learners linguistic awareness but also provide language teachers with

pedagogical preparation and assistance while this book can be used as a textbook for an introductory chinese linguistics

course it is also beneficial to the broader range of readers who are interested in chinese linguistics

an innovative text which adopts the tools of cultural studies to provide a fresh approach to the study of chinese language

culture and society the book tackles areas such as grammar language gender popular culture film and the chinese diaspora

and employs the concepts of social semiotics to extend the ideas of language and reading covering a range of cultural texts

it will help to break down the boundaries around the ideas and identities of east and west and provide a more relevant

analysis of the chinese and china

this volume features a discourse empirical  orientation from diverse perspectives and various methodologies in which

narratives interviews surveys and large scale databases or self created written and spoken corpora are employed and

analyzed to gain a better understanding of new developments and changes in chinese language and discourse authors employ

updated approaches from a variety of  fields  including applied linguistics  functional  linguistics  corpus linguistics  and

sociolinguistics to describe the structure of chinese language and discourse and to examine its critical issues many focusing

on globalization induced language developments and changes with an empirically based discourse socio cultural approach

this collection makes valuable contributions to research on chinese language and discourse and serves as a sound reference

for chinese researchers and educators in diverse fields such as chinese language and discourse chinese linguistics and

language education chinese multiculturalism and more

unlike some other reproductions of classic texts 1 we have not used ocr optical character recognition as this leads to bad

quality books with introduced typos 2 in books where there are images such as portraits maps sketches etc we have
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endeavoured to keep the quality of these images so they represent accurately the original artefact although occasionally

there may be certain imperfections with these old texts we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to

enjoy

excerpt from the chinese language and how to learn it a manual for beginners the issue of a second edition of this volume

has afforded the writer an opportunity of making certain alterations which it is hoped will add to the utility of the work

and secure continuity between this and the second volume of the course which was issued in 1909 about the publisher

forgotten books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a

reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the

work preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in

the original such as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of

imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works

defrancis s book is first rate it entertains it teaches it demystifies it counteracts popular ignorance as well as sophisticated

cocktail party ignorance who could ask for anything more there is no other book like it it is one of a kind a first and i

would not only buy it but i would recommend it to friends and colleagues many of whom are visiting china now and are

adding two week expert ignorance to the two kinds that existed before this is a book for everyone joshua a fishman

research professor of social sciences yeshiva university new york professor de francis has produced a work of great

effectiveness that should appeal to a wide ranging audience it is at once instructive and entertaining while being delighted

by the flair of his novel approach the reader will also be led to ponder on some of the most fundamental problems

concerning the relations between written languages and spoken languages specifically he will be served a variety of

information on the languages of east asia not as dry pedantic facts but as appealing tidbits that whet the intellectual

appetite the expert will find much to reflect on in this book for professor defrancis takes nothing for granted william s y

wang professor of linguistics university of california at berkeley

reprint of the original first published in 1863 parts 1 and 2 grammar and chrestomathy prepared with a view to initiate the

student of chinese in the rudiments of this language and to supply materials for his early studies
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this book offers historical philosophical and sociocultural perspectives on chinese language education for speakers of other

languages with a special focus on chinese language education in the united states it provides a comprehensive cross

disciplinary look at changes in cfl csl education over time in china and the u s and the philosophical political and

sociocultural influences that led to these changes the essays address a wide array of topics related to chinese language

education including a historical overview of the field theories that apply to cfl csl learning policies and initiatives for cfl csl

by the chinese and u s governments medium of instruction curriculum and instruction for cfl csl learners at k 12 and college

levels technology for cfl csl education chinese language learning for heritage learners cfl in study abroad contexts cfl teacher

education and training this work is essential reading for scholars and students interested in gaining a greater understanding

of chinese language education in the two countries and around the world

the routledge encyclopedia of the chinese language is an invaluable resource for language learners and linguists of chinese

worldwide those interested readers of chinese literature and cultures and scholars in chinese studies featuring the research on

the changing landscape of the chinese language by a number of eminent academics in the field this volume will meet the

academic linguistic and pedagogical needs of anyone interested in the chinese language from sinologists to chinese linguists

as well as teachers and learners of chinese as a second language the encyclopedia explores a range of topics from research

on oracle bone and bronze inscriptions to chinese language acquisition to the language of the mass media this reference

offers a guide to shifts over time in thinking about the chinese language as well as providing an overview of contemporary

themes debates and research interests the editors and contributors are assisted by an editorial board comprised of the best

and most experienced sinologists world wide the reference includes an introduction written by the editor which places the

assembled texts in their historical and intellectual context the encyclopedia of the chinese language is destined to be valued

by scholars and students as a vital research resource

as china experiences tremendous economic and social transformation in the reform years language use in china has also

undergone remarkable changes in the past couple decades the national obsession with learning the global english which

becomes both a resource for modernization and a source of contention the expanding use of local languages and dialects in

mass media where standard mandarin is promoted and legally prescribed as the principal language the emergence of the
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internet language that has become a creative source for constructing a distinct youth identity the cantonese writing

movement that challenges the hegemony of the chinese writing system which is traditionally based on northern mandarin to

name a few the nine papers collected in this volume examine recent trends in language use in mainland china and the

associated social economic political and cultural manifestations drawing on their backgrounds and expertise in sociolinguistics

cognitive linguistics linguistic anthropology and cultural studies the authors offer interdisciplinary insightful and critical

analysis of linguistic struggles and linguistic politics in contemporary china as such the carefully presented details of

emerging language use in this book will be of value to scholars interested in language and culture in contemporary china it

may be used as a supplementary text for students in chinese socio linguistics chinese language chinese cultural studies

chinese anthropology chinese sociology and chinese studies in general
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