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provides an accessible overview of the theory and practice of christian apologetics written
by one of the leading experts in the field christian apologetics is a compact yet
comprehensive introduction to the theological discipline devoted to the intellectual defense
of the truth of the christian religion assuming no previous knowledge of christian
apologetics this student friendly textbook clearly explains the major theoretical and
practical aspects of the tradition while exploring its core themes historical development and
current debates using a non denominational approach world renowned christian scholar
alister e mcgrath engages the ideas of a wide range of representative apologists and
explores the ways they have been applied throughout history and can still be used today
concise easy to digest chapters gradually build students knowledge and confidence
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moving from basic definitions and concepts to more advanced theory and practical
application throughout the text the author engages a variety of cultural concerns about
religious belief illustrates the real life connection of apologetic studies and ministries in the
church and offers clear explanations and vigorous defenses of the faith that students can
adopt in their own writing and speaking introduces the art and science of explaining and
commending the christian faith presents approaches to apologetics that emphasize the
positive appeal of christianity to the imagination and emotions covers the major
approaches to apologetics identifies their strengths and weaknesses and discusses their
key representatives helps readers in ministry and outreach defend christianity against
misunderstandings and misrepresentations addresses the real world application of
apologetics including role models good practice and established wisdom features case
studies of christian apologists such as g k chesterton dorothy l sayers and tim keller
includes study questions activities further reading lists full references and links to video
and audio resources developed by the author designed to meet the needs of teachers
looking for a clear and reliable introduction to the field christian apologetics an introduction
is an excellent textbook for undergraduate and graduate apologetics courses in colleges
and seminaries as well as church courses and study groups across christian
denominations mcgrath judiciously mines the best apologetics from both the past and
present while helpfully analyzing the task of apologetics and giving sage advice on how
christians may more effectively engage in the apologetic task i heartily recommend this
book robert b stewart professor of philosophy and theology new orleans baptist theology
seminary alister mcgrath one of christianity s leading scholars has written an apologetics
textbook in the legacy of c s lewis which integrates multiple disciplines and new
developments the result is a masterful introduction that is destined to serve the church for
many years to come joshua chatraw the billy graham chair for evangelism and cultural
engagement beeson divinity school from the first time i heard alister mcgrath lecture as an
undergraduate student i was gripped his unique ability to grapple with the most challenging
and complex issues and communicate with clarity and wisdom is unsurpassed in our day in
christian apologetics an introduction he provides a comprehensive picture of apologetic
approaches with his classic combination of winsomeness and brilliance i believe it will
prove to be another classic from mcgrath dr amy orr ewing honorary lecturer school of
divinity university of aberdeen there has long been a desperate need for a thorough and
wide ranging introduction to christian apologetics not least as this branch of christian
thought and theology has become increasingly active and important in recent years alister
mcgrath s christian apologetics an introduction fills this gap brilliantly all in all this is a much
needed and incredibly important book one that mcgrath given his wide experience of
writing and teaching in apologetics is almost uniquely qualified to write dr andy bannister
adjunct professor of apologetics wycliffe college university of toronto

a sophisticated yet accessible introductory guide to an articulate and well informed
defense of the christian faith
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the standard for christian apologetics this systematic approach presents both the methods
and reasons for defending christianity

most introductions to apologetics begin with the how to of defending the faith diving right
into the major apologetic arguments and the body of evidence for those who want a more
foundational look at this contested theological discipline this book examines christian
apologetics in its nature history approaches objections and practice

an authoritative reference for key persons concepts issues and approaches in the history
of christian apologetics allowing you to read the great apologists and thinkers in their own
words and understand their arguments in historical and cultural context christian
apologetics an anthology of primary sources makes available over fifty primary source
selections that address various challenges to the christian faith in the history of apologetics
the compilation represents a broad christian spectrum ranging from early writers like saint
paul and saint augustine to saint teresa of avila and blaise pascal to more recent
apologists such as c s lewis alvin plantinga william lane craig richard swinburne and pope
benedict xvi insightful introductions black and white images concise section headings and
discussion questions will guide you toward a clearer understanding of classical defenses of
christianity sources are organized thematically and include topics such as arguments for
the existence of god defenses of the doctrine of the trinity discussions on the authority and
credibility of canonized scripture questions regarding the problem of evil and free will
discourses on christianity and science annotated reading lists a bibliography and author
and subject indices make this anthology a useful textbook or supplemental reader

the book you are holding in your hands is perhaps the simplest most straightforward
summary and how to guide for presuppositional apologetics now in print it is both
informative and practically helpful i believe you will fi nd it an extremely useful tool whether
you are an professor at the seminary level seeking supplemental reading material or just a
simple lay person looking for practical answers pastor mcmanis writes with crisp clarity in a
way that is certain to give you fresh insight into what scripture teaches about the defense of
the christian faith i wish this book had been available when i was studying apologetics in
seminary john macarthur pastor teacher grace community church president of the masters
college and seminary cliff has rescued the discipline from the elite circle of the intelligentsia
and returned it as a biblical theology of truth communication to the common people i e to all
believers this volume will be of great help in the restoration of the practicality of biblical
apologetics as it was exemplified in the early church hopefully todays readers will be able
to understand and put into practice the true nature of peters command in 1 peter 3 15 as it
is strategically situated in its defi ning context george j zemek academic dean the
expositors seminary jupiter florida

examine the roots and practicality of biblical and modern apologetics with the guidance of
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five experts and learn to apply their best practices to your own journey god has called
christians to be prepared to defend their hope in christ but what s the best method for
making this defense in this book five expert apologists set out together to determine which
approach to apologetics is the most faithful to scripture and the most useful in a secular
age in this fast paced and thorough exploration enjoy learning solid scriptural defenses for
the use of apologetics five different approaches to apologetics and how to employ them
and much more understanding apologetics presents in counterpoint form five popular
approaches to the defense of the christian faith that have developed throughout history
from the early days of christianity through to our practices today apologetics philosophies
explored here include cultural apologetics presuppositional apologetics evidential
apologetics classical apologetics ecclesial apologetics about the contributors these
defenses are much more than academic each contributor is a scholar who also practices
apologetics daily the result is a thorough yet fast paced and practical guide to defending
your faith melissa cain travis phd faulkner university argues that classical apologetics is
still vital and relevant today sean mcdowell phd the southern baptist theological seminary
contends that evidential apologetics is better suited than other methods when it comes to
answering people s doubts about the christian faith james n anderson phd university of
edinburgh focuses on epistemology and makes the case for presuppositional apologetics d
a horton phd southeastern baptist theological seminary suggests the other perspectives
are incomplete until they include cultural apologetics timothy paul jones phd the southern
baptist theological seminary retrieves the apologetics methods of the early church and
recontextualizes these ancient arguments to meet the challenges of a secular age

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the original
artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you will see the
original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have been housed in
our most important libraries around the world and other notations in the work this work is in
the public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the
united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity individual or
corporate has a copyright on the body of the work as a reproduction of a historical artifact
this work may contain missing or blurred pages poor pictures errant marks etc scholars
believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved reproduced and
made generally available to the public we appreciate your support of the preservation
process and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant

in early christian apologetics d h williams offers a comprehensive presentation of christian
apologetic literature from the second to the fifth century considering each writer within the
intellectual context of the day williams argues that most apologies were not directed at a
pagan readership in most cases he says ancient apologetics had a double object to
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instruct the christian and to persuade weak christians or non christians who were
sympathetic to christian claims traditionally scholars of apologetics have focused on the
context of persecution in the pre constantinian period by following the links in the
intellectual trajectory up though the early fifth century williams prompts deeper reflection on
the process of christian self definition in late antiquity taken cumulatively he finds
apologetic literature was in fact integral to the formation of the christian identity in the
roman world

readers will find a new way of looking at the message and miracles of christ and will be
revived by christ s caring approach to dealing with doubters

this volume is a collection of selected readings that are of continuing significance for
christian apologetics dr bush has written a general introduction to the field of apologetics
and an introduction to each apologist cited and the work or works from which selections
have been drawn a brief bibliography is also given for each writer christians have always
been called on to defend their beliefs certainly no less today than at any other time in
history in this book the outstanding apologists of previous centuries become models both in
the content of their writing and in their methodology for christians today all those who love
the lord and his church and are concerned that many be made aware of the
reasonableness of the christian faith will find this book enlightening and exciting

of the most common approaches to apologetics which is most effective the goal of
apologetics is to persuasively defend christianity against charges of falsehood
inconsistency or credulity it s an intellectual discipline that serves to bolster the faith of
christian believers and to aid the task of evangelism but are some methods more effective
than others five views on apologetics examines the how to of apologetics putting five
prominent techniques under the microscope classical represented by william lane craig
evidential represented by gary habermas cumulative case represented by paul d feinberg
presuppositional represented by john m frame reformed epistemology represented by kelly
james clark offering a forum for presentation critique and defense this book allows the
contributors for the different viewpoints to respond to the others your own informed
conclusions can then guide you as you meet the questions of a needy world with the claims
of the gospel the counterpoints series presents a comparison and critique of scholarly
views on topics important to christians that are both fair minded and respectful of the
biblical text each volume is a one stop reference that allows readers to evaluate the
different positions on a specific issue and form their own educated opinion

the perfect combination of scholarship and accessible presentation for christians who
desire to know how to better understand and defend their faith bestselling authors ed
hindson and ergun caner have brought together a who s who of apologetic experts
including lee strobel norm geisler josh mcdowell and john ankerberg to produce a resource
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that s both easy to understand and comprehensive in scope every entry provides a biblical
perspective and mentions the key essentials that believers need to know about a wide
variety of apologetic concerns including issues concerning god christ and the bible
scientific and historical controversies ethical matters genetic engineering homosexuality
ecology feminism a christian response to world religions and cults a christian response to
the major worldviews and philosophies of our day included with each entry are practical
applications for approaching or defending the issue at hand along with recommendations
for additional reading on the subject

the big book of christian apologetics is a comprehensive resource designed to equip
motivated believers with information to help defend and explain their faith examining nearly
every key issue person and concept related to christian apologetics this book clarifies
difficult biblical passages clearly explains various philosophical systems and concepts
examines contemporary issues and challenges and offers classic apologetic arguments all
with the aim of giving readers the background to intelligently and persuasively talk about
their christian faith with skeptics an expertly abridged version of the baker encyclopedia on
christian apologetics this resource brings leading apologist norman l geisler s seminal work
to the masses

the first book on christian apologetics written by a leading atheist figure that teaches
christians the best and worst arguments for defending their faith against attack the
christian faith has been vigorously defended with a variety of philosophical historical and
theological arguments but many of the arguments used in an earlier age no longer resonate
in today s educated west where has apologetics gone wrong what is the best response to
the growing challenge presented by scientific discovery and naturalistic thought unlike
every work on christian apologetics that has come before how to defend the christian faith
is the first one written by an atheist for christians as a former christian defender who is now
a leading atheist thinker john loftus answers these questions and more he tells would be
apologists how to train properly where to study what to study what issues they should
concern themselves with and how poorly the professors who currently train them practice
their craft in the process he shows readers why christian apologists have failed to reach
the intelligent nonbeliever for those christian apologists who think this book will provide a
secret formula to convert the nonbelieving masses be warned as an exposé of the present
state of christian aplogetics it can just as easily be used by atheists to refute apologetic
arguments thus this book presents both an opportunity and a challenge to christians they
must either change how apologetics is done or quit doing apologetics altogether

is it still possible in an age of religious and cultural pluralism to engage in christian
apologetics how can one urge one s faith on others when such a gesture is typically
regarded with suspicion if not outright resentment in humble apologetics john g stackhouse
brings his wide experience as a historian philosopher journalist and theologian to these
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important questions and offers surprising and reassuring answers stackhouse begins by
acknowledging the real impediments to christian testimony in north america today and to
other faiths in modern societies around the world he shows how pluralism postmodernism
skepticism and a host of other factors create a cultural milieu resistant to the christian
message and he shows how the arrogance or dogmatism of apologists themselves can
alienate rather than attract potential converts indeed stackhouse argues that the crucial
experience of conversion cannot be compelled all the apologist can do is lead another to
the point where an actual encounter with jesus can take place finally he shows how
displaying an attitude of humility instead of merely trying to win religious arguments will
help believers offer their neighbors the gift of christ s love drawing on the author s personal
experience and written with an engaging directness and an unassuming nature humble
apologetics provides sound guidance on how to share christian faith in a postmodern world

be ready to give a reason for the hope that is in you wrote the apostle peter that is what
apologetics is all about here is a concise informative guide for anyone looking for answers
to questions of faith and reason peter kreeft and ronald k tacelli have condensed their
popular handbook of christian apologetics summarizing the foremost arguments for major
christian teachings and offering compelling responses to the most common arguments put
forward against christianity in this book you ll find answers to questions about faith and
reason the existence of god creation and evolution predestination and free will miracles the
problem of evil christ and the resurrection the reliability of the bible life after death heaven
and hell salvation and other religions objective truth the pocket handbook of christian
apologetics is the place to begin for people with questions about christianity

making the case for the christian faith apologetics has always been part of the church s
mission yet christians sometimes have had different approaches to defending the faith
responding to the needs of their respective times and framing their arguments to address
the particular issues of their day cardinal avery dulles s a history of apologetics provides a
masterful overview of christian apologetics from its beginning in the new testament through
the middle ages and on to the present resurgence of apologetics among catholics and
protestants dulles shows how christian apologists have at times both criticized and drawn
from their intellectual surroundings to present the reasonableness of christian belief written
by one of catholicism s leading american theologians a history of apologetics also
examines apologetics in the 20th and early 21st centuries including its decline among
catholics following vatican ii and its recent revival as well as the contributions of
contemporary evangelical protestant apologists dulles also considers the growing catholic
protestant convergence in apologetics no student of apologetics and contemporary
theology should be without this superb and masterful work
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