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born in the civil war of 1922 23 the army of the republic of ireland
occupied a sensitive place in the national culture for many years in
world war 1ii it faced the challenge of maintaining ireland s
integrity as a neutral post war it found a new role in 1960
providing troops for the united nations intervention in the war torn
congo and since then has supported un missions in the middle east
and elsewhere more recently the border with troubled ulster obliged
the republic to invest in reform and modernisation ireland s freedom
to seek examples and equipment worldwide has created an interesting
progression of uniforms illustrated in this study of ireland s
forces over 80 years

the irish army draws its traditions from three sources the 1916
rising the war of independence and the civil war this book charts
the history of the irish army through its evolution from a guerrilla
force to the legally constituted military arm of the irish
government up to the present day

this book aids any researcher policymakers and military personnel in
researching small states and militaries european defence and
security policy as well as contemporary and emerging threats this
edited collection gathers academic commentators on irish defence
policy military leaders from across the service components of the
irish defence forces and european defence experts to contribute to
the first in depth conversation and analysis on modern irish defence
and its application within the european union the aim of this edited
book is to ascertain what capabilities are robust which are lacking
what future threats need to be catered for and what action is needed
to ensure those threats will be addressed going forward this book
will explore emerging issues and applications of modern and
contemporary threats within the context of ireland europe and
western institutions we have invited submissions from scholars
commentators policymakers and military practitioners to evaluate the
irish defence forces and to illustrate the complexities facing small
nations in formulating and resourcing defence and national security
policy

in the late 1980s the army crisis was dominating headlines 1in
ireland complaints of poor pay low morale and unsatisfactory
conditions for those serving in the defence forces were growing
louder against the background of a government accused of being
indifferent and an army hierarchy accused of being incapable from
amidst the turmoil a group of women stepped up to pursue the rights
of their men political crisis and a general election followed but a
commission established to examine the defence forces ignored the
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call for soldiers to acquire their own representative body this book
reveals for the first time the deep seated philosophies tensions and
reservations between ireland s military and its government from the
foundation of the state to the present day it explores in detail the
events that led to the successful pursuit of the democratic right of
association for members of the armed forces in ireland it
articulates the concept of the citizen in uniform and the special
relationship between members of the armed forces and society this is
the story of the breaking of ranks

the first ever compilation of the irish army s orders of battle from
its formation in 1923 to 2004 includes several current tables of
organization and equipment 140 content pages

in september 1939 the second world war broke out the fact that
ireland remained neutral in the conflict is well known what is far
less well known is that from 1939 onwards ireland prepared to defend
itself from invasion combining many previously unseen photographs
and documents and with a text based on research in defence forces
and official archives this book is an illustrated photographic and
documentary history of the military and defensive preparations made
by ireland s defence forces during the second world war what became
known officially only as the emergency

this is a major collaborative study of organised military activity
and its broad impact on ireland over the last thousand years or so
from the middle of the first millennium ad to modern times it
integrates the best recent scholarship in military history into its
social and political context to provide a comprehensive treatment of
the irish military experience the eighteen chronologically organised
chapters are written by leading scholars each of whom is an
authority on the period in question drawing the whole work together
is a wide ranging introductory essay on the irish military tradition
which explores the relationship of irish society and politics with
militarism and military affairs the text is illustrated throughout
by over 120 pictures and maps

the armed forces of europe have undergone a dramatic transformation
since the collapse of the soviet union the handbook of european
defence policies and armed forces provides the first comprehensive
analysis of national security and defence policies strategies
doctrines capabilities and military operations as well as the
alliances and partnerships of european armed forces in response to
the security challenges europe has faced since the end of the cold
war a truly cross european comparison of the evolution of national
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defence policies and armed forces remains a notable blind spot in
the existing literature the handbook of european defence policies
and armed forces aims to fill this gap with fifty one contributions
on european defence and international security from around the world
the six parts focus on country based assessments of the evolution of
the national defence policies of europe s major medium and lesser
powers since the end of the cold war the alliances and security
partnerships developed by european states to cooperate in the
provision of national security the security challenges faced by
european states and their armed forces ranging from interstate
through intra state and transnational the national security
strategies and doctrines developed in response to these challenges
the military capabilities and the underlying defence and
technological industrial base brought to bear to support national
strategies and doctrines and finally the national or multilateral
military operations by european armed forces the contributions to
the handbook collectively demonstrate the fruitfulness of giving
analytical precedence back to the comparative study of national
defence policies and armed forces across europe

in the spring of 1980 the irish department of defence sanctioned the
establishment of a new unit within the irish defence forces and the
irish army ranger wing arw came into being in the decades that
followed its soldiers have been deployed on active service at home
and abroad generally without the knowledge of the wider public the
arw is made up of seasoned men from across the island who are
selected through tough competition only the best of the best make it
through and are trained in an extraordinary range of specialist
skills being one of these elite operators takes more than simply
being a skilled soldier it means believing you are the best shadow
warriors tells the story behind the creation of the arw from its
origins in specialist counter terrorism training in the late 1960s
and the preparation of small unconventional units in the 1970s to
the formation of the arw itself in 1980 and its subsequent history
the first and only authoritative account in the public domain of
this specialist unit authors paul o brien and sergeant wayne
fitzgerald have been granted access to the closed and clandestine
world of ireland s special forces who train hard fight harder and
face unconventional types of warfare yet prefer to stay out of the
limelight

total defence as a concept combines and extends military and civil
defence in a state of war or emergency all social institutions
mobilize to defend the state total defence forces led by a diverse
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workforce of defence and security professionals are critical to both
national defence and international security goals total defence
forces in the twenty first century looks at the various groups that
make up this workforce members of the military s regular force
reservists defence civil servants and contractors working for
private military and security companies when civilian staff and
military personnel work towards a common goal their distinct
professional cultures and identities can make integration
challenging despite the often high levels of partnership underlying
differences affect the quality of the collaboration and ultimately
organizational and operational effectiveness defence ministries
around the world are increasingly recognizing the importance of
optimizing the ways in which they employ and integrate civilian and
military personnel this volume focuses on a critical question what
are the main challenges to workforce integration and collaboration
and how can such challenges be overcome to deliver the full
potential of the total defence force together scholars and
practitioners provide some answers

this book will make a first contribution to identify the gaps in
current practices and provide alternative mechanisms to
conceptualize professionalism that is reflective of changing
requirements culture and demographics of the contemporary military
force the military profession promotes the development sustainment
and embodiment of ethos which guides conduct across operational
contexts from times of national and international crises and
security challenges e g war natural disasters and peace support
operations it is imperative for military leaders to understand how
ethos and doctrine shape professional frameworks which guide the
conduct of military members

published for mushroom model publications petersfield hampshire
c2010

table of contents

tracing its history to the foundation of the irish volunteers in
1913 the irish defence forces has evolved beyond recognition from
the force that emerged in tandem with the new state in 1922 plunged
immediately into chaos of a bitter civil war the path to a modern
professional defence forces during the 1920s and 1930s was rarely
smooth with progression hampered by internal dissent political
manoeuvrings and limited financial investment the difficulties of
creating and maintaining a force capable of defending the neutrality
of a small island nation with a geopolitical and strategic
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importance that belied its size were brought home during the
emergency nonetheless the state s desire to maintain its neutrality
as global politics became increasingly polarised in the post war
years allowed new opportunities to develop following ireland s
accession to the united nations in 1955 the defence forces emerged
as a core member of the un s peacekeeping efforts concurrently
developing as a vital element of ireland s international relations
the defence forces duties in aid of the civil power became ever more
vital with the outbreak of violence in northern ireland in 1969

2011 updated reprint updated annually ireland army national security
and defense policy handbook

analyzes why ireland plays such a leading role in international
peacekeeping operations throws light on how a minor power can play
an important role in international affairs uses a wide range of
sources from irish and un documents to interviews with personnel
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