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intellectual property trade human rights and access to medicines in africa a reader by atangcho n

akonumbo explores the current debates and conflicts pertaining to intellectual property ip trade and

access to medicines in africa as a public health issue in a public health context the reader has a broad

focus running across fourteen chapters it examines the complex web of access to medicines while
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introducing major concepts pertaining to access to medicines such as ip trade medicine and human

rights and provides a historical overview of the nexus between ip and human rights it establishes the

link between human rights ip and access to medicines within the context of developing countries

broadly and africa in particular the reader discusses key flexibilities  within the international  ip

framework championed by the trips agreement to enhance access to medicines including compulsory

licensing and parallel importation while addressing impediments therein which provoked the doha

declaration and arrangements thereafter also it examines issues such as the implications of data

exclusivity and linkage techniques the role of anti counterfeiting and competition laws in checking the

effect of ip regimes current threats to access to medicines at the international regional and national

levels such as the influence of regional or bilateral trade agreements and research and development in

respect of medicines for neglected and re emerging infectious diseases it discusses the contributions of

naturopathic and traditional medicines as parallel and complementary systems to modern medicine in

the access to medicines landscape in the african context the reader further addresses the implications

of the difficulty of access to medicines for women children and other social minorities such as disabled

persons and lesbian gay bisexual and transgender lgbt persons this reader comes at a critical time and

potentially a turning point in the history of public health crisis in africa when concerns about access

to medicines have been heightened in the face of re emerging diseases and today the covid 19

pandemic a situation which has revealed gross lapses in public health governance it is written in a

simple language making its content accessible to a wide audience it contains informative and useful

graphs text boxes and illustrative excerpts from various primary and secondary sources the reader is

likely to become an invaluable tool for a wide range of persons and institutions including academics

students legal practitioners health professionals drug procurement agencies civil society organisations

and the public at large involved or interested in the access to medicines discourse

this book explores the interface between intellectual property and human rights law and policy the

relationship between these two fields has captured the attention of governments policymakers and

activist communities in a diverse array of international and domestic political and judicial venues these

actors often raise human rights arguments as counterweights to the expansion of intellectual property

in areas including freedom of expression public health education privacy agriculture and the rights of

indigenous peoples at the same time creators and owners of intellectual property are asserting a

human  rights  justification  for  the  expansion  of  legal  protections  this  book  explores  the  legal

institutional and political implications of these competing claims by offering a framework for exploring

the connections and divergences between these subjects by identifying the pathways along which

jurisprudence policy and political discourse are likely to evolve and by serving as an educational

resource for scholars activists and students

institutional and political developments since the end of the cold war have led to a revival of public

interest in and anxiety about international law liberal international law is appealed to as offering a

means of constraining power and as representing universal values this book brings together scholars
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who draw on jurisprudence philosophy legal history and political theory to analyse the stakes of this

turn towards international law contributors explore the history of relations between international law

and those it defines as other other traditions other logics other forces and other groups they explore

the archive of international law as a record of attempts by scholars bureaucrats decision makers and

legal professionals to think about what happens to law at the limits of modern political organisation

the result is a rich array of responses to the question of what it means to speak and write about

international law in our time

the rise of economic liberalism in the latter stages of the 20th century coincided with a fundamental

transformation of international economic governance especially through the law of the world trade

organization in this book andrew lang provides a new account of this transformation and considers its

enduring implications for international law against the commonly held idea that neoliberal policy

prescriptions were encoded into wto law lang argues that the last decades of the 20th century saw a

reinvention  of  the  international  trade  regime and a  reconstitution  of  its  internal  structures  of

knowledge in addition the book explores the way that resistance to economic liberalism was expressed

and  articulated  over  the  same  period  in  other  areas  of  international  law  most  prominently

international human rights law it considers the promise and limitations of this form of inter regime

contestation arguing that measures to ensure greater collaboration and cooperation between regimes

may fail in their objectives if they are not accompanied by a simultaneous destabilization of each

regime s structures of knowledge and characteristic features with that in mind the book contributes to

a full and productive contestation of the nature and purpose of global economic governance

the oxford handbook of the political economy of international trade presents the most up to date

review of scholarship in this field building on an understanding of the economic interests that drive

international trade political scientists integrate theories of domestic society domestic institutions and

international organizations to further our understanding of this vital force of globalization this volume

both surveys established theory and showcases cutting edge research

this volume examines the complex relationship between economic and non economic objectives in wto

law it discusses how non economic objectives such as the protection of public morals life and health

environment  or  human rights  can  serve  as  justification  for  trade  restrictive  measures  normally

prohibited under wto law the relevant non economic grounds of justification are analysed as well as

the substantive and procedural requirements which restrain the use of trade restrictive measures taken

for non economic purposes the issues covered by this book also have wider systemic implications for

the wto only if the wto can demonstrate that it is not just concerned about free trade but respects

non economic objectives as well is it likely to remain a sustainable and legitimate form of governance

after the completion of the uruguay round and the adoption of the 1994 agreement establishing the

wto the place of international trade in the context of the international legal order has radically
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changed international trade law has become a subject of wide spread interest cutting across traditional

boundaries and engaging diverse political and legal concerns one consquence of this development is

increasing concern with the legitimacy of the wto process which in turn has led to the wto becoming

the focus of rancorous protest by among others environmental ngos trade unions and human rights

activists this collection of essays by leading scholars and lawyers engaged in the policy making process

addresses  the  underlying  tensions  and  dilemmas  of  the  wto  process  and  its  impact  upon the

environment and human rights in particular the contributors search for a balance between on the one

hand legitimate free trade interests and on the other the role and limits of unilateral measures as an

instrument to protect non commercial values the essays thus range over a host of topical questions

including trade in gmos biosafety in intellectual property rights technology transfer and environmental

protection trade and labour rights child labour standards the eu and wto mercosur and many other

topics the contributors include thomas schoenbaum andrea bianchi chris mccrudden michael spence

sarah cleveland patricia hansen riccardo pavoni and francesco francioni

the editors have succeeded in bringing together an excellent mix of leading scholars and practitioners

no book on the wto has had this wide a scope before or covered the legal framework economic and

political issues current and would be countries and a outlook to the future like these three volumes do

3000 pages 80 chapters in 3 volumes cover a very interdiscplinary field that touches upon law

economics and politics

this book examines the impact of international trade rules on the promotion and protection of human

rights and explains why human rights are an important mechanism for assessing the social justice

impact of the international trading system the core of the book is an in depth analysis of the various

ways in which international trade law rules impact upon human rights protection and promotion

emphasising the significance of the jurisdictional context in which the human rights issues arise

coercive measures that are taken by one country to protect and promote human rights in another

country are distinguished from measures taken by a country to protect and promote the human rights

of its own population the author contends that international trade law rules have utilised certain ad

hoc mechanisms to deal with particularly pressing human rights concerns in the trade context but also

argues that these mechanisms do not provide systemic solutions to the inter linkages between the two

legal systems the author therefore examines mechanisms by which human rights arguments could be

more systematically raised and adjudicated upon in wto dispute settlement proceedings highlighting

future opportunities and difficulties he concludes by considering broader systemic issues outside the

dispute settlement process that need to be addressed if trade law rules are to successfully protect and

promote human rights

seeking reasons for international trading regimes not meeting poverty reduction goals this book focuses

on  the  role  of  corporations  within  the  trading  system and  the  complex  relationships  between

corporations  nation  states  and  international  organizations  the  actions  of  corporations  and  their
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underlying motives are considered as well as the structure of the international trading system and

globalization

this  monograph offers the first  systematic overview of the protection of human rights in trade

agreements in the americas traditionally trade agreements in the americas were concerned with

economic questions and paid little attention to human rights however in the wake of the new

regionalism which emerged at the end of the last century more clauses addressing social issues such as

labour rights and environmental standards were inserted in trade agreements as economic integration

increased  a  framework  for  the  protection  of  human rights  evolved  this  book  argues  that  this

framework allows for human rights protection on a transnational level while constructing regional

identities looking at the four key regional integration processes namely the caribbean community the

central american integration system the andean community of nations and the southern common

market and also at the north american free trade agreement it shows how the integration process has

reached a considerable degree of consolidation writing on key sources in english for the first time this

book will be essential reading for all free trade and human rights scholars

when does international law allow a state or group of states to adopt trade measures in order to

coerce another state to comply with its international obligations to ensure respect for human rights in

answering this question this book draws together complex areas of international law which include the

rules prohibiting interference in the internal affairs of sovereign states the rules regulating extra

territorial exercises of jurisdiction the law of state responsibility and the international legal rules

requiring the protection of human rights and regulating international trade the literature on trade and

issues invariably focuses on a limited number of these areas or approaches the issues from an

international relations or economic perspective this book will assist specialists in international human

rights law and international trade law academic and government lawyers who advise on or implement

international trade policy and those studying the use of human rights related trade measures

a significant contribution to current legal political and economic discourse on workers in the global

economy international and comparative law quarterly

provides a country by country analysis of the approach to human rights as well as examination of

such topics as torture slavery asylum genocide freedom of the press and the right to education

documents annex nyupress org justtradeannex index html it is generally assumed that pro trade laws

are not good for human rights and legislation that protects human rights hampers vibrant international

trade in a bold departure from this canon just trade makes a case for reaching a middleground

between these two fields acknowledging their coexistence and the significant points at which they

overlap using actual examples from many of the thirty five nations of the western hemisphere the

authors one a human rights  scholar and the other a trade law expert  carefully  combine their
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knowledge to examine human rights policies throughout the world never overlooking the very real

human rights problems that arise from international trade however instead of viewing the two kinds of

law as isolated polar and sometimes hostile opposites berta esperanza hernández truyol and stephen j

powell make powerful suggestions for how these intersections may be navigated to promote an

international marketplace that embraces both liberal trade and liberal protection of human rights

this book introduces the idea of policy space as an innovative way to reframe recent developments in

global governance it brings together a wide ranging group of leading experts in international law trade

human rights political economy international relations and public policy who have been asked to

reflect on this important development in globalization

annex ii figures

in an age of globalization free trade should be synonymous with prosperity for all yet too often small

farmers indigenous peoples people with hiv and others are left out of the picture this book proposes a

new way to make free trade work for all people it examines how trade pacts can benefit people but

can also threaten their basic human rights to access food medicines and education or to protect their

cultural heritage it develops a step by step process to identify the human impacts of trade before trade

pacts are finalized a case study examines the impact of a us central american trade agreement on

access to medicines in costa rica to demonstrate how the step by step process works in practice the

process works but more efforts are needed to make sure such assessments of trade policies become

standard practice human rights ngos and academics as well as governments should lead the way in

the future the future of human rights impact assessments of trade agreements is important for all

people who believe that globalization can do more not just for corporations and the economy but for

everyone even the poorest
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