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this book examines the law and practice of debt recovery from consumers in
australia it is the second edition of australian debt recovery law which was
published in 1990 the new edition is updated to meet changes to the law in
the past decade but more than that it now has three authors from three
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quite different backgrounds the academic author of the first edition bruce
kercher has been joined by one of australia s leading financial counsellors
betty weule and by the principal solicitor of the wesley legal centre which
concentrates on consumer credit issues richard brading it is stronger in its
focus  on  the  actual  practice  of  debt  recovery  law  while  retaining  its
statement of the law and its historical analysis and arguments for legal
change  an  early  chapter  considers  debt  recovery  outside  the  courts
including  an  analysis  of  the  law  governing  the  constant  problem  of
harassment it then moves through the various stages of obtaining judgments
presenting defences and enforcement of judgments the book concludes with
a new chapter on bankruptcy law the principal aim is to present the law
concisely accurately and with as little legal jargon as possible while also
showing how the law is used as a tool of bargaining and threats

enact  innovative grading systems that  more accurately  describe student
progress this book challenges traditional grading practices and provides
alternatives  that  can have  direct  impact  on  student  success  by  making
subtle shifts toward standards based grading systems schools can reduce
unnecessary  course  failures  provide  students  and their  families  a  more
accurate picture of current progress and increase opportunities for success
the author offers a range of grading reform strategies that are built from
practical frameworks that are effective and simple to adapt among the many
strengths of this book are practical  application of existing research and
evidence base for  effective  secondary  grading reforms a  framework for
schools and districts to apply and adapt failure prevention strategies such as
early  failure  detection  amnesty  days  and  meaningful  stipulated  second
chance opportunities for students to reach mastery functional strategies and
actions  for  shifting  toward  standards  based  referenced grading  without
entirely abandoning letter grades countering resistance to change through a
clearly  articulated plan for  conducting school  wide and classroom level
action  research  around  the  effectiveness  of  new  or  adjusted  grading
practices informative and pragmatic this book is spot on with analysis of this
elephant in the room issue nagel uses both empathy and humor in getting to
the heart of a process to generate real solutions while underscoring the
ultimate  need  for  teacher  voice  in  any  successful  implementation  he
provides ready made strategies for real impactful change i m left hopeful
that feedback will rule the day bruce potter superintendent berkshire ufsd
nagel offers an insightful and articulate voice to secondary improvement and
alignment through grading practices his tried and true methods through
working with real districts provides a starting place and examples for others
to  follow  a  must  read  for  anyone  serious  about  ensuring  student
engagement through meaningful feedback debra k howe superintendent tri
creek school corporation
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winner 2017 o l davis jr aatc outstanding book in education award winner
2017 american educational studies association critics choice award through
rich  ethnographic  detail  urban  educational  identity  captures  the
complexities of urban education by documenting the everyday practices of
teaching and learning at a high achieving high poverty school drawing on
over two years of intensive fieldwork and analysis author sara m childers
shows how students teachers and parents work both within and against
traditional deficit discourses to demonstrate the challenges and paradoxes
of  urban  schooling  it  offers  an  up  close  description  of  how  macro
government policies are interpreted applied and even subverted for better
or worse by students as active agents in their own education the book moves
on  to  develop  and  analyze  the  concept  of  urban  cachet  tracing  how
conceptions of race and class were deeply entwined with the very practices
for success that propelled students towards graduation and college entrance
a poignant insightful and practical analysis urban educational identity is a
timely exploration of how race and class continue to matter in schools

ferrara and jacobson go inside community schools across the country to
explore the different roles that make this collaborative education reform
work this book provides practitioners policymakers family members youth
and local leaders a greater understanding of the different roles that make up
a community school and tools for action built on years of practice research
and continuous improvement community schools are an innovative effective
and grassroots strategy for bringing schools and communities together in
order  to  improve  outcomes  for  students  families  and  communities  this
education reform is growing as school  site local  and state leaders seek
collaborative  solutions  to  our  schools  most  persistent  challenges  the
contributors experts in the field represent a diverse group of people with
longstanding commitments to the community school strategy from principals
to family members from community partners to teachers this book illustrates
how together we all have a part to play in the development of successful
community schools

high schools in the united states are facing increased scrutiny to increase
the  number  of  students  graduating  with  a  diploma  in  four  years  this
pressure  comes  from  many  sources  first  the  no  child  left  behind  act
instituted graduation as a measure of a high school s success at the federal
level  states  soon  followed  by  increasing  accountability  in  this  area
differences in how graduation rates were measured and advancements in
data tracking technology led to many states measuring cohort groups of
students who enter high school in the ninth grade and tracking them to see
how many graduate in four years this measure became known as an on time
graduation rate and in many states became a measure used to determine
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high school s accreditation school districts responded to these changes in
accountability by instituting new programs designed to increase graduation
rates  and  decrease  the  number  of  students  dropping  out  one  type  of
program that has increased in popularity across the country is the online
credit  recovery  program  online  credit  recovery  programs  utilize  an
asynchronous online learning platform that is designed for students who are
repeating a course they failed in a traditional classroom setting features of
an  online  credit  recovery  program  include  a  one  to  one  learning
environment where students interact with digital curriculum that includes
text audio video and graphic information online credit recovery courses are
designed  so  that  students  can  demonstrate  mastery  of  known  content
quickly and focus on material they did not master the first time they took the
course this instructional approach along with the asynchronous design that
allows students to work through course content at their own pace enables
students to earn a course credit in a reduced period of time the purpose of
the  current  study  was  to  capture  the  perceptions  of  students  who  are
enrolled in  an online credit  recovery  program the goal  of  the study to
document what factors they believed contributed to their success the study
was driven by research questions which sought to analyze the 1 factors
students attributed to their success in the online credit recovery program 2
perceived chances of graduating from high school on time after successfully
completing the course 3 relationship between the credit recovery course
and the one to one laptop computing initiative supported by the school
district and 4 online learning environment of the credit recovery program as
compared to a traditional classroom setting a qualitative phenomenological
design was used to explore the research questions twenty retained ninth
grade students were interviewed ten came from each of the two schools that
first implemented the online credit recovery program in the school district
the researcher inductively coded these interviews which allowed themes to
emerge through the voices of these students these themes included a sense
of control of the learning environment in the online credit recovery program
that students did not feel in a regular classroom this control was manifested
by the self paced distraction free learning environment that was enhanced
by the district s one to one laptop computing initiative also increased and
varied opportunities to demonstrate mastery fostered this sense of control
another  major  theme that  emerged is  that  students  believed  that  their
chances to graduate on time were improved because they were able to earn
a credit in a course quickly that they had previously failed the ability to
recover  this  credit  allowed students  to  avoid traditional  credit  recovery
options  in  which  they  felt  they  would  not  be  successful  students  also
perceived  that  they  would  continue  to  experience  success  if  they  were
allowed to take other courses through the online credit recovery program
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this current paper uses data collected as part of an efficacy trial funded by a
grant  from  the  institute  of  education  sciences  ies  national  center  for
education research ncer see symposium justification and paper 1 for a more
complete description of the focus of the broader study since participation in
the  study  was  voluntary  students  showing up  for  summer school  likely
differed from students who failed the second semester of algebra but who
did not show up in many important ways if the idea behind credit recovery is
to get kids back on track to recover how likely is that given how far behind
they are this paper examines which students attend summer school which
students  recover  the  credit  during  summer  school  and  how  classroom
contexts impact the likelihood that various types of students recover credits
specifically the current paper seeks to address the following questions 1
what are the characteristics of students who show up for summer credit
recovery compared with a students who don t show up but need to recover
and b students who succeeded in algebra i in grade 9 2 which types of
students who show up for summer school are most likely to recover their
credits and score well on the post test in summer school a students that
started far behind in math skills benefit less than students who were far
behind  b  students  who  only  needed  one  credit  more  successful  than
students  who  needed  multiple  and  3  how does  students  probability  of
passing  summer  school  depend  on  the  interaction  of  their  individual
characteristics and the characteristics of the classrooms they are in size
teacher  qualifications  peer  composition  prior  academic  achievement  of
students in class a for example do students who have failed more classes
prior to summer school benefit more from smaller class sizes than their
relatively more successful peers are students with high numbers of prior
failures highly likely to not pass summer school regardless of class size the
author focuses on which students showed up to summer school and will
continue to compare and contrast students who showed up versus those who
did not in terms of future test scores course taking and likelihood of dropout
the current paper uses data from slightly different groups of students for
different sets of analyses for the first of analyses data from all students who
attended the study schools and who were first time ninth graders in fall of
2010  or  fall  of  2011  were  examined  to  compare  the  background
characteristics  and  previous  academic  achievement  of  three  groups  of
students 1 students who failed algebra i  and attended one of the study
summer school classes 2 students who failed algebra i but did not attend
one of the study summer school classes and 3 students who passed algebra i
the second set examined data from all chicago public school cps students
who were first time ninth graders in fall of 2010 or fall of 2011 and who
failed algebra i during their ninth grade year to examine the extent to which
students successfully recovered the credit during the summer as well as
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identify the characteristics of students who did so compared with those who
did not recover the credit the third set of analyses examined data from all
students who attended the study schools and who were first time ninth
graders in fall of 2010 or fall of 2011 and who failed algebra i during their
ninth grade year to examine how students probability of passing summer
school depends on the interaction of their individual characteristics and the
characteristics  of  the  classrooms  size  teacher  qualifications  peer
composition prior academic achievement of students in class they are in
conclusions will be able to provide a detailed picture of who attends summer
school algebra credit recovery classes who passes them and how classroom
contexts impact the likelihood that various types of students recover credits

credit derivative markets are largely unregulated but calls are increasingly
being made for changes to this hands off stance amidst concerns that they
helped to fuel the current financial crisis or that they could be a cause of the
next one the purpose of this paper is to address two basic questions i do
credit  derivative  markets  increase  systemic  risk  and  ii  should  they  be
regulated more closely and if so how and to what extent the paper begins
with a  basic  description of  credit  derivative  markets  and recent  events
followed by an assessment of their recent association with systemic risk it
then reviews and evaluates some of the authorities proposed initiatives and
discusses some alternative directions that could be taken
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