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the definitive account of the early debate over wegener s theory of continental drift based on

extensive interviews and archival material

in the early twentieth century american earth scientists were united in their opposition to the new
and highly radical notion of continental drift even going so far as to label the theory unscientific
some fifty years later however continental drift was heralded as a major scientific breakthrough
and today it is accepted as scientific fact why did american geologists reject so adamantly an idea
that is now considered a cornerstone of the discipline and why were their european colleagues

receptive to it so much earlier this book based on extensive archival research on three continents
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provides important new answers while giving the first detailed account of the american geological
community in the first half of the century challenging previous historical work on this episode
naomi oreskes shows that continental drift was not rejected for the lack of a causal mechanism
but because it seemed to conflict with the basic standards of practice in american geology this

account provides a compelling look at how scientific ideas are made and unmade
a biography of the man who created the theory of continental drift

traces the changing theories about continental drift due to the advances in seismology and
experimental studies of the behavior of rocks under high pressure continental stability was the
prevailing scientific view until the late 1960s when geologists throughout the world became
convinced that crustal plates both continental and oceanic have moved over many degrees of

latitude and longitude since the cretaceous period

this best selling historical geology text provides geologists with an excellent balance of basic
geology and paleontology the ninth edition presents rich authoritative coverage of the history of
the earth offering the most comprehensive history in the discipline today it maintains its strong
approach to stratigraphy and paleontology that other texts have lost the text s paleogeographic
maps are excellent in detail and are a vital component in understanding the earth s history
stunning artwork brings the ancient world to life geology of national parks boxes encourage them
to visit these parks to appreciate their geological significance geologists will also appreciate the
questions about past geologic events and the processes used in finding answers

continental drift brings together within one volume a discussion of the geophysical evidence
relating to horizontal movements in the earth s crust in its widest sense this is not the time for a
reappraisal of the work of german meteorologist alfred wegener but it is hoped that this volume
will stimulate a serious interest in a subject formerly considered by many earth scientists as
already closed the book contains 12 chapters and begins with a discussion of paleomagnetic
evidence for continental drift and its geophysical cause this is followed by separate chapters on of
paleoclimatic evidence on the paleomagnetic latitudes given by paleomagnetism studies of
earthquake mechanism movements on major transcurrent faults and magnetic evidence for
horizontal displacements in the floor of the pacific ocean subsequent chapters deal with thermal
convection in the earth s mantle the theory of convection in spherical shells and its application to
the problem of thermal convection in the earth s mantle mountain building hypotheses and

investigations of the deep sea floor

resolution of the sixty year debate over continental drift culminating in the triumph of plate
tectonics changed the very fabric of earth science this four volume treatise on the continental drift
controversy is the first complete history of the origin debate and gradual acceptance of this
revolutionary theory based on extensive interviews archival papers and original works frankel
weaves together the lives and work of the scientists involved producing an accessible narrative for
scientists and non scientists alike this second volume provides the first extensive account of the
growing paleomagnetic case for continental drift in the 1950s and the development of apparent

polar wander paths that showed how the continents had changed their positions relative to one
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another more or less as wegener had proposed paleomagnetism offered the first physical
measure that continental drift had occurred and helped determine the changing latitudes of the
continents through geologic time other volumes in this set volume 1 wegener and the early debate

volume 3 introduction of seafloor spreading volume 4 evolution into plate tectonics 4 volume set

the book provides an excellent historical summary of the debates over continental drift theory in
this century contemporary sociology this is a useful discussion of the way that science works the
book will be of value to philosophers of science choice will find an important place in university
and department libraries and will interest afficionados of the factual and intellectual history of the
earth sciences terra nova an excellent core analysis the times higher education supplement an
ambitious and important contribution to the new sociology of science american journal of
sociology stewart s book is a noble effort an interesting and readable discussion and another
higher notch on the scoreboard of critical scholarship that deserves wide examination and close
attention geophysics this fascinating book describes the rise and fall and rebirth of continental drift
theory in this century it uses the recent revolution in geoscientinsts beliefs about the earth to
examine questions such as how does scientific knowledge develop and change the book also
explores how well different perspectives help us to understand revolutionary change in science

describes the development of the theory of continental drift

this volume consists of papers given by geophysicists botanists and astronomers at a symposium
on continental drift held at the annual meeting of the royal society of canada in charlottetown in
june 1964
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Introduction

The digital age has
revolutionized the way we
read, making books more
accessible than ever. With the
rise of ebooks, readers can
now carry entire libraries in
their pockets. Among the
various sources for ebooks,
free ebook sites have
emerged as a popular choice.
These sites offer a treasure
trove of knowledge and
entertainment without the cost.
But what makes these sites so
valuable, and where can you
find the best ones? Let's dive
into the world of free ebook

sites.
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Benefits of Free Ebook
Sites

When it comes to reading, free
ebook sites offer numerous

advantages.

Cost Savings

First and foremost, they save
you money. Buying books can
be expensive, especially if
you're an avid reader. Free
ebook sites allow you to
access a vast array of books
without spending a dime.

Accessibility

These sites also enhance
accessibility. Whether you're
at home, on the go, or halfway
around the world, you can
access your favorite titles
anytime, anywhere, provided
you have an internet

connection.
Variety of Choices

Moreover, the variety of
choices available is
astounding. From classic
literature to contemporary
novels, academic texts to
children's books, free ebook
sites cover all genres and

interests.

Top Free Ebook Sites

There are countless free
ebook sites, but a few stand
out for their quality and range
of offerings.

Project Gutenberg

Project Gutenberg is a pioneer
in offering free ebooks. With
over 60,000 titles, this site
provides a wealth of classic

literature in the public domain.

Open Library

Open Library aims to have a
webpage for every book ever
published. It offers millions of
free ebooks, making it a

fantastic resource for readers.

Google Books

Google Books allows users to
search and preview millions of
books from libraries and
publishers worldwide. While
not all books are available for

free, many are.

ManyBooks

ManyBooks offers a large
selection of free ebooks in
various genres. The site is
user-friendly and offers books

in multiple formats.
BookBoon

BookBoon specializes in free
textbooks and business books,
making it an excellent
resource for students and

professionals.

How to Download
Ebooks Safely

Downloading ebooks safely is

crucial to avoid pirated content

and protect your devices.

Avoiding Pirated
Content

Stick to reputable sites to
ensure you're not downloading
pirated content. Pirated
ebooks not only harm authors
and publishers but can also

pose security risks.
Ensuring Device Safety

Always use antivirus software
and keep your devices
updated to protect against
malware that can be hidden in
downloaded files.

Legal Considerations

Be aware of the legal
considerations when
downloading ebooks. Ensure
the site has the right to
distribute the book and that
you're not violating copyright

laws.

Using Free Ebook Sites
for Education

Free ebook sites are
invaluable for educational

purposes.
Academic Resources

Sites like Project Gutenberg
and Open Library offer
numerous academic
resources, including textbooks

and scholarly articles.
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Learning New Skills

You can also find books on
various skills, from cooking to
programming, making these
sites great for personal

development.

Supporting
Homeschooling

For homeschooling parents,
free ebook sites provide a
wealth of educational
materials for different grade
levels and subjects.

Genres Available on
Free Ebook Sites

The diversity of genres
available on free ebook sites
ensures there's something for

everyone.
Fiction

From timeless classics to
contemporary bestsellers, the
fiction section is brimming with

options.
Non-Fiction

Non-fiction enthusiasts can
find biographies, self-help
books, historical texts, and

more.
Textbooks

Students can access
textbooks on a wide range of
subjects, helping reduce the

financial burden of education.

Children's Books

Parents and teachers can find
a plethora of children's books,
from picture books to young

adult novels.

Accessibility Features
of Ebook Sites

Ebook sites often come with
features that enhance

accessibility.
Audiobook Options

Many sites offer audiobooks,
which are great for those who
prefer listening to reading.

Adjustable Font Sizes

You can adjust the font size to
suit your reading comfort,
making it easier for those with

visual impairments.

Text-to-Speech
Capabilities

Text-to-speech features can
convert written text into audio,
providing an alternative way to

enjoy books.

Tips for Maximizing
Your Ebook Experience

To make the most out of your
ebook reading experience,
consider these tips.

Choosing the Right

Device

Whether it's a tablet, an e-
reader, or a smartphone,
choose a device that offers a
comfortable reading

experience for you.

Organizing Your Ebook
Library

Use tools and apps to
organize your ebook
collection, making it easy to
find and access your favorite
titles.

Syncing Across Devices

Many ebook platforms allow
you to sync your library across
multiple devices, so you can
pick up right where you left off,
no matter which device you're

using.

Challenges and
Limitations

Despite the benefits, free
ebook sites come with

challenges and limitations.

Quality and Availability
of Titles

Not all books are available for
free, and sometimes the
quality of the digital copy can

be poor.

Digital Rights
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Management (DRM)

DRM can restrict how you use
the ebooks you download,
limiting sharing and

transferring between devices.

Internet Dependency

Accessing and downloading
ebooks requires an internet
connection, which can be a
limitation in areas with poor

connectivity.

Future of Free Ebook
Sites

The future looks promising for
free ebook sites as technology

continues to advance.
Technological Advances

Improvements in technology
will likely make accessing and
reading ebooks even more

seamless and enjoyable.

Expanding Access

Efforts to expand internet

access globally will help more
people benefit from free ebook
sites.

Role in Education

As educational resources
become more digitized, free
ebook sites will play an
increasingly vital role in

learning.

Conclusion

In summary, free ebook sites
offer an incredible opportunity
to access a wide range of
books without the financial
burden. They are invaluable
resources for readers of all
ages and interests, providing
educational materials,
entertainment, and
accessibility features. So why
not explore these sites and
discover the wealth of
knowledge they offer?

FAQs

Are free ebook sites legal?

Yes, most free ebook sites are
legal. They typically offer
books that are in the public
domain or have the rights to
distribute them. How do |
know if an ebook site is safe?
Stick to well-known and
reputable sites like Project
Gutenberg, Open Library, and
Google Books. Check reviews
and ensure the site has proper
security measures. Can |
download ebooks to any
device? Most free ebook sites
offer downloads in multiple
formats, making them
compatible with various
devices like e-readers,
tablets, and smartphones. Do
free ebook sites offer
audiobooks? Many free ebook
sites offer audiobooks, which
are perfect for those who
prefer listening to their books.
How can | support authors if |
use free ebook sites? You can
support authors by purchasing
their books when possible,
leaving reviews, and sharing

their work with others.
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