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Ancient Faces Mummy Portraits From Roman Egypt A Catalogue Of Roman Portraits
In The British Museum Unveiling the Faces of Eternity Ancient Egyptian Mummy
Portraits from Roman Egypt Imagine stepping into a time machine and finding
yourself amidst the bustling streets of Roman Egypt a vibrant cultural melting pot
where ancient traditions met Greek and Roman influences Now imagine you stumble
upon a workshop where artisans painstakingly paint lifelike portraits on wooden
panels destined to accompany the deceased into their final journey This is the world
of ancient Egyptian mummy portraits captivating glimpses into the lives and faces of
individuals who lived over 2000 years ago These portraits a fascinating blend of
Egyptian funerary traditions and Roman artistic styles offer a unique window into a
bygone era While the practice of mummification was deeply entrenched in Egyptian
culture the addition of painted portraits during the Roman period added a personal
dimension to the afterlife preparations These portraits often painted with vivid colors
and remarkable detail are not just representations of physical features but also offer
a glimpse into the soul and character of the deceased A Spectrum of Styles and
Subjects The artistry of these portraits is as diverse as the lives they represent From
simple idealized representations to highly realistic portrayals the style often varied
depending on the social status and wealth of the individual While some portraits
depict individuals in elaborate attire others show them in simple garments
emphasizing the importance of personal expression in the afterlife The subjects of
these portraits span a broad spectrum of society reflecting the multicultural nature of
Roman Egypt Youll find portraits of men women and children often depicted with a
serene expression as if they are embarking on a peaceful journey to the afterlife
Some portraits show the deceased engaged in activities they enjoyed during their
lifetime hinting at their personality and interests A Journey Through Time The British
Museum Collection 2 One of the most comprehensive collections of ancient Egyptian
mummy portraits can be found at the British Museum in London Their collection
showcases a diverse range of portraits each telling a story of the individual it depicts
The museum has taken great pains to preserve these fragile artifacts ensuring that
future generations can continue to marvel at the artistry and personal narratives
they encapsulate The British Museum offers visitors a remarkable opportunity to
engage with these ancient works of art Through interactive exhibits detailed
descriptions and expert interpretations visitors can gain a deeper understanding of
the cultural context artistic techniques and personal stories behind these
mesmerizing portraits Beyond the Canvas The study of ancient Egyptian mummy
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portraits extends beyond their aesthetic beauty These artifacts are invaluable
resources for historians art historians and anthropologists They provide insights into
the daily lives social structures and religious beliefs of people living in Roman Egypt
By analyzing the materials techniques and iconography used in these portraits
researchers can reconstruct the historical context of their creation and shed light on
the complex interplay of Egyptian and Roman cultures Unraveling the Mystery The
discovery of these portraits has sparked a wave of research and fascination The
mysteries surrounding their creation and purpose continue to inspire scholars and
intrigue enthusiasts alike Why were these portraits created What role did they play in
the afterlife What messages did the artists intend to convey These questions
continue to drive research and fuel the enduring fascination with ancient Egyptian
mummy portraits Conclusion These portraits offer a unique window into a vibrant
past revealing the lives and aspirations of individuals who lived thousands of years
ago They are not just representations of physical features but also reflections of the
human spirit capturing the essence of those who lived and breathed in a world long
gone Whether you are an art enthusiast history buff or simply curious about the
mysteries of the past the captivating faces of ancient Egyptian mummy portraits are
sure to leave an indelible mark on your imagination FAQs 1 Why were mummy
portraits painted Mummy portraits served as a connection between the deceased
and the living ensuring a lasting memory for the individuals loved ones They 3 were
also believed to aid the deceased in the afterlife providing a familiar image for them
to recognize in the underworld 2 What materials were used to create mummy
portraits Mummy portraits were typically painted on thin wooden panels often using
encaustic paint a technique that involves using pigments mixed with hot wax 3
Where were mummy portraits typically found Mummy portraits were primarily found
in the Fayum region of Roman Egypt a flourishing center for art and culture during
this period 4 What can we learn from mummy portraits These portraits provide
insights into the social structures religious beliefs and artistic styles of Roman Egypt
They offer a unique perspective on how individuals perceived life death and the
afterlife 5 Where can | see mummy portraits in person Besides the British Museum
other museums around the world including the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New
York and the Louvre in Paris also house impressive collections of ancient Egyptian
mummy portraits
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from the first major discoveries a century ago the painted portraits of roman egypt
were a revelation to scholars and the public alike and the recent finding of a new
cache of these gilded images which made national headlines have only heightened
their mystery and appeal published to coincide with a new major exhibition of these
portraits ancient faces is the most comprehensive up to date survey of these
astonishing works of art dating from the later period of roman rule in egypt shortly
before the birth of christ the painted mummy portraits are among the most
remarkable products of the ancient world a fusion of the traditions of pharonic egypt
and the classical world they are historical and cultural objects of outstanding
importance and beauty superb works of art that represent some of the earliest
known examples of life like portraiture though the subjects of the portraits believed
in the traditional egyptian cults which offered them a firm prospect of life after death
they also wished to be commemorated in the roman manner with their fashion of
dress and adornment signaling their status in life despite their ancient history these
portraits speak to the modern eye with a beauty and intensity that would be lost to
portraiture until the renaissance

from the first major discoveries in the 19th century the painted panel and shroud
portraits of roman egypt were a revelation to scholars and the public alike though
the subjects of the portraits believed in the traditional egyptian cults which offered
them a firm prospect of life after death they also wished to be commemorated in the
roman manner the portraits focusing on their status in life the images reveal the
adoption of roman fashions in dress and personal adornment by persons remote
from the centre of the empire but likely to have been actively engaged in its local
administration many of the best known mummy portraits come from the fayum but
portraits in various media are known from sites in the nile valley and along the
mediterranean coast this text presents a wide range of examples showing roman
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influence coexisting with traditional egyptian ways of commemorating the dead

the painted panel and shroud portraits of roman egypt constitute the only corpus of
coloured images of individuals to survive from classical antiquity many are of
outstanding artistic quality and as a whole they reflect a range of techniques

the mummy portraits of roman egypt are haunting images of ancient faces
anonymous people painted by anonymous artists and yet they are historical and
cultural documents of outstanding interest and importance and many are of superb
artistic quality this type of portrait appeared in egypt in the first century ad and
remained popular for around 200 years though the subjects believed in the
traditional egyptian cults which offered them a firm prospect of life after death they
also wished to be commemorated in the roman manner portraits were commissioned
that would serve as a realistic record of the deceased as he or she had appeared in
life these were painted on a wooden board at a roughly lifelike scale which was then
placed on the outside of the cartonnage coffin over the head of the individual or
carefully placed into the mummy wrappings the images also reveal the adoption of
roman fashions in dress and personal adornment by persons remote from the centre
of the empire but likely to have been actively engaged in its local administration by
careful assessment of the hairstyles clothes and jewellery it is possible to date the
portraits often within a decade or so many of the finest and best known examples
come from the fayum and are a dazzling testament to the greek painting tradition in
particular the sophistication of the alexandrian school from which they are derived it
is not until some fifteen centuries later in the faces painted by titian or rembrandt s
depiction of his own features as he saw them reflected in a mirror that the same
artistry that characterizes many of the anonymous painters of the fayum is
witnessed again

in the first three centuries a d in a fertile district of roman egypt called the fayum a
diverse community of greeks egyptians romans syrians libyans nubians and jews
flourished these people and many of their contemporaries throughout the nile valley
embalmed the bodies of their dead and then placed over the faces portraits painted
on wooden panels or linen these paintings today known as fayum or mummy
portraits were created to preserve the memory of each individual the fayum portraits
are by far the most important body of portraiture to have survived antiquity
reproduced in this arresting book are some 180 of the finest of the more than 1 000
extant images of men women and children young and old plain and beautiful all of
whom seem uncannily alive a few of these faces have become familiar to scholars
and museum goers but as a whole they have been neglected by art historians and
will be new to most readers

this publication presents fascinating new findings on ancient romano egyptian
funerary portraits preserved in international collections once interred with
mummified remains nearly a thousand funerary portraits from roman egypt survive
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today in museums around the world bringing viewers face to face with people who
lived two thousand years ago until recently few of these paintings had undergone in
depth study to determine by whom they were made and how an international
collaboration known as appear ancient panel paintings examination analysis and
research was launched in 2013 to promote the study of these objects and to gather
scientific and historical findings into a shared database the first phase of the project
was marked with a two day conference at the getty villa conservators scientists and
curators presented new research on topics such as provenance and collecting
comparisons of works across institutions and scientific studies of pigments binders
and supports the papers and posters from the conference are collected in this
publication which offers the most up to date information available about these
fascinating remnants of the ancient world the free online edition of this open access
publication is available at getty edu publications mummyportraits and includes
zoomable illustrations and graphs also available are free pdf epub and kindle mobi
downloads of the book

these extraordinary egyptian images produced from julio claudian times through the
age of constantine the first four centuries a d seem often to have been
commissioned while the subject was still alive and displayed in the home at death
the portrait was inserted into the deceased s mummy wrappings thirteen mummy
portraits from the getty museum s collection are catalogued in this text by dr david
thompson professor of classics at howard university placing the works in the context
of other so called fayum paintings dr thompson examines their importance as
portraits and identifies the hands of individual painters numerous illustrations
accompany his discussion

this open access publication presents new research on ancient romano egyptian
mummy portraits including examinations of artifacts never previously studied nearly
a thousand funerary portraits from roman egypt once interred with mummified
remains survive in museums around the world these fascinating paintings offer the
unparalleled opportunity for viewers to come face to face with people who lived and
died some two thousand years ago the international collaboration known as appear
ancient panel paintings examination analysis and research was launched in 2013 to
promote the study of these objects and gather research findings in a shared
database this second volume of mummy portraits of roman egypt compiles
seventeen scholarly papers from the appear conference hosted in october 2022 at
the allard pierson museum amsterdam conservators scientists and curators
presented new research on topics such as technical imaging nondestructive
analytical techniques provenance and collecting treatment histories connoisseurship
and forgeries comparisons of works across institutions and scientific studies of woods
pigments coatings binders and supports this volume will be a valuable resource to
conservators scientists curators and collectors the free online edition of this open
access publication is available at getty edu publications mummy portraits 2 and
includes zoomable illustrations and graphs also available are free pdf and epub
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downloads of the book

in egypt of the 1st century ad an alternative was introduced to the traditional use of
painted masks of papier mache on wrapped and decorated mummies a new
technique borrowed from the hellenic tradition of painting in encaustic coloured wax
or water colour on wooden panels or linen sheets involved the production of realistic
images of the faces of men women and children these idealized paintings were
placed over the face of the wrapped mummy the combination of an
impressionistically rendered face and a wrapped mummiform body has been
interpreted as a synthesis of two contrasting contemporary cultures hellenic and
native egyptian however corcoran s analysis of the iconography of these mummies
reveals that their decoration reflects the continuity of a cultural alignment that was
fundamentally egyptian her study documents a vital and articulate pagan tradition
that survived in egypt until the triumph of christianity in the fourth century ad
written from the perspective of an academic egyptologist this analysis of an
important corpus of objects includes an illustrated catalogue of 23 mummy coverings
with portrait faces from the collections of museums in egypt both as an original work
on quite inaccessible material and as an important scholarly study of a class of
artefact usually treated more glossily this will be an important book for egyptologists

classicists art historians and historians of religion
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