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this in depth examination of the life history and influence of muhammad as discussed by leading scholars provides a wide ranging look

at the prophet s legacy unlike any other in the field of islamic and culture studies within the islamic world the prophet muhammad s

influence is profound but even outside of the religion of islam this visionary had a wide ranging impact on history society literature art

philosophy and theology within this work s more than 200 a z entries internationally recognized scholars summarize views of

muhammad from the earliest editors of the qu ran to contemporary muslim theologians this detailed resource explores the traditions

ceremonies and beliefs of islam as they have spread worldwide and examines muhammad s role in other religious traditions as well as
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the secular world muhammad in history thought and culture an encyclopedia of the prophet of god distills 14 centuries of thinking about

muhammad fully capturing his enduring legacy this encyclopedia will benefit any reader seeking a greater understanding of the founder

of islam the fastest growing religion in the world no other publication discusses muhammad at such a high level of detail while remaining

easily accessible to non specialist western audiences

al andalus the arabic name for the medieval islamic state in iberia endured for over 750 years following the arab and berber conquest of

hispania in 711 while the popular perception of al andalus is that of a land of religious tolerance and cultural cooperation the fact is that

we know relatively little about how muslims governed christians and jews in al andalus and about social relations among muslims

christians and jews in defining boundaries in al andalus janina m safran takes a close look at the structure and practice of muslim

political and legal religious authority and offers a rare look at intercommunal life in iberia during the first three centuries of islamic rule

safran makes creative use of a body of evidence that until now has gone largely untapped by historians the writings and opinions of

andalusi and maghribi jurists during the umayyad dynasty these sources enable her to bring to life a society undergoing dramatic

transformation obvious differences between conquerors and conquered and muslims and non muslims became blurred over time by

transculturation intermarriage and conversion safran examines ample evidence of intimate contact between individuals of different

religious communities and of legal juridical accommodation to develop an argument about how legal religious authorities interpreted the

social contract between the muslim regime and the christian and jewish populations providing a variety of examples of boundary testing

and negotiation and bringing judges jurists and their legal opinions and texts into the narrative of andalusi history safran deepens our

understanding of the politics of umayyad rule makes islamic law tangibly social and renders intercommunal relations vividly personal
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thus during that period of oppression when under the name of secularization those in power were seeking the virtual eradication of

islām and islāmic culture and their substitution by irreligion and materialist philosophy of western origin with his unequalled learning

extraordinarily clear vision and foresight and his courage and his writings badī uzzaman became a point of hope and strength for the

people despite the adverse conditions and efforts to isolate him in barla he began to attract students so called since he described

himself as a teacher drawn by those lights of belief in that dark time they willingly suffered the persecution and assisted him by writing

out and spreading the words the writing and dissemination was another unique feature of the risāla i nūr badī uzzaman would dictate at

speed to his students who acted as scribes he had no books for reference and the writing of religious works was of course forbidden

they were all written therefore in the mountains and out in the countryside handwritten copies of the treatises or the letters were then

made of the originals and these were conveyed to the nur students and secretly copied out in their houses these copies were passed

from village to village and then from town to town with more and more copies being made on the way till eventually they spread

throughout turkey travel was not easy and badī uzzaman communicated by letter with those of his students who lived in towns and

villages other than barla largely in reply to their questions the letters offer important guidance on numerous points of belief and islām

explained in the light of the risāla i nūr and its way and in the face of the misguidance of the times indeed they form an important source

and authority on many subjects for muslims today since some of his students had previously been attached to sufi orders he sometimes

explains the way of the risāla i nūr to them through comparisons with the sufi way the primary aim of the risāla i nūr is the saving and

strengthening of belief employing both the intellect and the heart badī uzzaman described it as reality ḥaqīqah and shari a rather than

ṭarīqah that is sufism it is the highway of the qur an which teaches the true affirmation of divine unity true and certain belief attained in a
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short time through investigation and the exercise of the reason the direct way to reality and knowledge of allah which is the way of the

companions of prophet uwbp through the legacy of prophethood some of the letters offer guidance and encouragement to the students

by answering criticisms and misrepresentations put forward by those antithetical to religion concerning both points of islām and badī

uzzaman himself others expose the plans to corrupt islām through the introduction of innovations they show how on the one hand badī

uzzaman was absolutely uncompromising in the face of enemies to religion and on the other his complete fairness and moderateness in

adjudicating points of conflict and controversy within islām all these illustrate his profound knowledge of many subjects as well as the

clarity and power of his style which is based on logic

december issue includes cumulative author index

a three volume bibliographic work which brings together the work of international manuscript scholars it offers a guide to collections of

islamic manuscripts details of access to these collections and their holdings and information about particularly significant manuscripts
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