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the need for theory speaks to the burgeoning need for critical thinking in social gerontology the editors have brought together some
of the foremost contributors to theoretical advances in the field this volume incorporates state of the art theorizing with a focus on
selected topical areas facing gerontologists around the world using their keen insights into substantive issues the contributors
examine personal and structural changes affecting individuals over the life course extolling the need for theory is not enough the
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contributors focus their insights on a panoply of substantive issues linking the personal with the political and with the structural
parameters that shape the process of aging no matter where it occurs

this sage handbook integrates basic research on social dimensions of aging it presents programmatic applications of research in
areas not often seen in handbooks including imprisonment technology and aging urban society aged and elderly migration the
authors constitute a who s who of international gerontology and the focus on globalization and aging is unique among handbooks
today this handbook should be in the library of every social gerontologist vern | bengtson professor of gerontology university of
southern california this volume reflects the emergence of ageing as a global concern including chapters by international scholars
from asia australasia europe and north america it provides a comprehensive overview of key trends and issues in the field drawing
upon the full range of social science disciplines the handbook is organized into five parts each exploring different aspects of research
into social aspects of ageing disciplinary overviews summaries of findings from key disciplinary areas within social gerontology
social relationships and social differences explores area like social inequality gender religion inter generational ties social networks
and friendships individual characteristics and change in later life examines different aspects of individual aging including self and
identity cognitive processes and bio social interactions and their impact on physical and psychological aging comparative
perspectives and cultural innovations topics include ageing and development ageing in a global context migration and cross cultural
perspectives on grandparenthood policy issues covering policy concerns such aslong term care technology and older people end of
life issues work and retirement and the politics of old age this will be essential reading for all students researchers and policy makers
concerned with the major issues influencing the lives of older people across the globe

drawing on theoretical perspectives from sociology psychology and biology the authors aim to introduce the reader to an
understanding of the ageing process and to present a more positive view of human ageing

far from a dictionary the concepts are portrayed as complex and conflicting definitions and usages are both noted and evaluated
each article includes a necessarily selective set of references and cross references to other concepts included in the book moreover
the coverage and evaluation of the concepts is right at the current leading edge in a rapidly moving field victor marshall department
of sociology and institute on aging university of north carolina at chapel hill the concepts are very clear and very relevant and
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fantastic for my group of undergraduate students i found each concept to be succinctly and simply captured holding enough
information to satisfy initial cravings and complex enough to tempt further reading i had originally thought that this book would
provide supplementary reading as part of my healthy ageing course but have changed my mind to essential reading now i have had
the opportunity to read the entire book dr meredith tavener groningen university social gerontology is a new and dynamic field
reflecting the increasing interest in ageing across the world this book provides a readily accessible guide to well established and
contested issues as well as new concepts emerging through cutting edge research in the discipline the entries give concise lucid
knowledge on what constitutes the building blocks of social gerontology and sets out a clear review of the core concepts both classic
and emerging in this subject area each concept is explored in terms of its history application usefulness to theory and research and
significance in practice they go beyond simple definitions of the concepts to look at how each issue has shaped the discipline of
social gerontology today this book is authored by social gerontologists from the uk and the usa together they present an
interdisciplinary perspective and reflect a global approach to the presentation of key concepts in social gerontology

old age is a part of the lifecycle about which there are numerous myths and stereotypes to present an overstatement of commonly
held beliefs the old are portrayed as dependent individuals characterized by a lack of social autonomy unloved and neglected by
both their immediate family and friends and posing a threat to the living standards of younger age groups by being a burden that
consumes without producing older people are perceived as a single homogeneous group and the experiment of ageing
characterized as being the same for all individuals irrespective of the diversity of their circumstances before the onset of old age in
this book detailed statistical material is used to portray the circum stances of older people in modern society in an attempt to
evaluate the appropriateness or otherwise of the major stereotypes of later life this volume does not address ageing from a
psychological or micro social per spective in particular we do not explore major issues relating to old age rather we feel that from
the extensive collection of surveys concerned with the elderly we can provide a context within which individual eld erly people can be
studied from more anthropological or biographical perspectives

a textbook for students in sociology family studies human development and similar professions published as social forces in later life
for the first three editions atchley gerontology the naropa institute boulder colorado does not indicate the dates of previous editions
but says they are frequent enough to provide current information on such topics as ethical conflicts and issues related to aging and
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debates about social security and medicare the text is arranged so that sections can be combined skipped or assigned as readings
for various types and lengths of course annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

social gerontology in canada introduces students to the key topics in social gerontology a multi disciplinary field concerned with the
study of the social aspects of aging and older adults this text provides an overview of key theories policies and topics incorporating
intersectional and strength based approaches to aging studies strong learning features are included in each chapter designed to be
interactive and student friendly social gerontology in canada was written in close collaboration with undergraduate and graduate
students who contributed to the writing of the chapters ensuring that they are accessible and readable the chapters are concise and
written in a conversational tone to appeal to all readers interested in social gerontology the book is packed with pedagogical tools
and there is a focus on interactive and case based learning to enhance real world application and practical knowledge within each
chapter an intersectional lens including a strong focus on ethnic and gender diversity of older canadians is included and each
chapter also features a gerontology in practice textbox that explains how the material covered in the chapter can be applied to real
life social gerontology in canada is intended for sociology gerontology aging studies social work and health studies programs within
universities and colleges in canada that take a social sciences sociological approach to aging and gerontology

this book includes all the topics typically covered in a social gerontology text and contains three distinctive chapters one of these is a
separate chapter on the life course chapter 2 life course transitions the growing emphasis in the field of social gerontology on the
relationship between the quality of life in old age and an individual s cumulative experiences choices constraints and opportunities
over the life course another distinctive chapter focuses on the long term care of the frail elderly chapter 12 caring for the frail elderly
a substantial body of research on this subject examines the burdens and satisfactions family members experience in caring for their
aging kin the problems associated with nursing home care and the advantages and disadvantages of various alternative living
arrangements

part one setting the stage 1 the scope of social gerontology what is gerontology what is human aging defining the aging and the
older populations social gerontology is a unique field of study social policy issues professional practice careers in the field of aging
summary 2 the demography of aging measuring age structure growth of the older population composition of the older population
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geographic distribution of the older population living arrangements population processes and the older population summary 3 the
history of aging in america modernization theory aging in colonial america from the revolution to the civil war the beginning of
industrialization civil war to 1900 19 00 to 1929 the great depression 1942 to 1965 1965 to 1980 the 1980 s modernization theory
revisited summary part two basic aspects of individual aging 4 physical aging why we grow older physical consequences of aging
summary 5 psychological aspects of aging aging and specific psychological functions adult development personality self and life
structure mental disorders summary 6 social aspects of individual aging defining social aging social roles the cultural life course
socialization and acculturation role anticipation and adaptation social factors in individual development aging and changes in social
context lifestyles summary 7 personal adaptation to aging what is adaptation general ways to adapt specific adaptations escape
rather than adaptation effective adaptation summary part three aging in domains of everyday life 8 family friends and social
support types of bonding family friends social support summary 9 employment and retirement midlife career changes employment
problems of older workers bridges to retirement retirement the retirement process effects of retirements on individuals summary 10
activities and lifestyles concepts about activities activities in middle adulthood aging and changes in activities spheres of activity
what activities are desirable for older people summary 11 religion and spirituality concepts and language organized religion
attending religious services informal religious behavior subjective elements of religion and spirituality conceptions for spiritual
development effects of religion and spirituality research issues summary 12 dying death bereavement and widowhood defining
death dealing with dying bereavement death of a spouse summary part four aging affects needs and resources 13 income and
housing income housing summary 14 health and long term care health care health care needs long term care regulation of health
and long term care summary 15 community social services community facilities that serve older people services the organization and
financing of social services summary part five aging and society 16 aging in contemporary america society and culture the nature of
society and culture ideas about aging language age prejudice an d discrimination societal disengagement age stratification ethics
law and aging summary 17 social inequality social class dimensions of disadvantage race ethnicity gender multiple jeopardy
summary 18 the economy economic ideology economic structure the economic functions of retirement the economics of retirement
income retirement income in the future private enterprise and the aging problem aging people as consumers economic exploitation
of elders summary 19 politics and government overview political activity political influence government response to issues
concerning aging making policy summary 20 epilogue aging and the future directions of social change demographic clues to the
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future the future of psychological aging the future of social aging society s futures response the future of social gerontology
summary glossary bibliography index

never highlight a book again virtually all of the testable terms concepts persons places and events from the textbook are included
cram101 just the facts101 studyguides give all of the outlines highlights notes and quizzes for your textbook with optional online
comprehensive practice tests only cram101 is textbook specific accompanys 9780072875362 9780072949421

this accessible introduction to key concepts methods and issues in social gerontological research presents a unique view of the
research process by focusing on the relationships between conceptual definition and research methodology and between research
policy and practice at a theoretical level the text draws on the core gerontological concepts of age dependency social support and
quality of life to illustrate their complexity and the difficulties of measurement on a practical level the contributors present a number
of methodological approaches which have been particularly useful in social gerontological research finally they consider three
critical issues whether old people require special ethical consideration the prospects for funding and the importance of disseminating
research effectively researching social gerontology has been specially commissioned by the british society for gerontology to outline
current thinking in conceptual and methodological development and the context in which gerontological research is being carried out
as such it will prove stimulating and useful for researchers at all levels practitioners policy makers and those with a more general
interest in the ageing process

this volume intends to re establish social gerontology as a discipline that has pragmatic links to policy and practice collectively the
chapters enrich public debates about the moral cultural and economic questions surrounding aging thereby ameliorating the
problems associated with aging societies this volume is uniquely cross cultural theory driven and cross disciplinary it fills a gap in the
gerontological scholarship of the global south that is predominantly descriptive and empirical based on original research this volume
examines in particular the sociological question of inequality and its intersection with age gender health family and social relations in
the process the studies herein highlight the unique historical institutional and social systems that govern the subjective experience of
aging in diverse contexts globally specifically societies in transition including india lebanon nigeria japan china israel and in europe
are studied while connecting the micro social experience of aging loneliness wellbeing discrimination relationships and resilience with
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larger temporal and political contexts this exercise generates intellectual capital that reformulates links between aging research and
policy in innovative ways overall the volume echoes the global scientific commitment to understand the socio cultural process of
aging in transitional societies and utilizes rich opportunities for cross fertilization of ideas disciplines and methods to advance the
gerontological promise of critical inquiry training and practice

this edited volume addresses the methodological challenges entailed in studying the process of ageing and life course changes as
well as the experience of being old the book focuses on the theory and practice of doing research using a wide range of examples

and case studies
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