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Planning  Instruction  for  K12  Classrooms  with  ELLs  Meta  Effective  instruction  for  English
Language Learners ELLs requires careful planning and access to appropriate resources This
article provides actionable strategies expert insights and realworld examples for K12 educators
ELL instruction English Language Learners K12 education differentiated instruction academic
planning ESL bilingual education inclusive classroom culturally responsive teaching language
acquisition  academic  access  special  education  scaffolding  assessment  IEP  504  plan  The
increasing  diversity  of  K12  classrooms  presents  exciting  opportunities  but  also  significant
challenges Educators are faced with the responsibility of ensuring all students including English
Language Learners ELLs have equitable access to highquality academic instruction This means
moving beyond simply providing language support and focusing on strategies that foster both
language acquisition and academic achievement simultaneously Planning effective instruction
for ELLs requires a deep understanding of their unique needs strengths and learning styles
combined with access to appropriate resources and professional development The Landscape
of ELL Education According to the National Center for Education Statistics NCES over 5 million
students in the US were identified as English Language Learners during the 20182019 school
year This represents a significant portion of the student population and this number continues
to grow These students come from diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds each bringing
unique experiences and perspectives to the classroom However this diversity also necessitates
a  differentiated  approach  to  instruction  recognizing  that  a  onesizefitsall  model  is  simply
inadequate Ignoring the specific needs of ELLs can have detrimental longterm consequences
Studies consistently show that ELLs who lack access to effective instruction often experience
lower academic achievement higher dropout rates and limited future opportunities Conversely
2 providing appropriate support can lead to significant academic gains and improved overall
wellbeing  Key  Principles  for  Effective  Instruction  Effective  instruction  for  ELLs  should  be
grounded in several key principles Differentiated Instruction This approach recognizes that
students learn at different paces and in different ways Teachers must adapt their instruction to
meet  the  individual  needs  of  each  ELL  providing  varied  learning  activities  materials  and
assessments This might include offering different levels of support modifying assignments or
using various instructional strategies Culturally Responsive Teaching This involves creating a
classroom environment  that  values  and celebrates  the diverse  cultural  backgrounds of  all
students Teachers should incorporate culturally relevant materials and learning experiences
that  connect  with  students  lives  and  experiences  This  fosters  a  sense  of  belonging  and
enhances engagement Scaffolding This instructional technique involves providing temporary
support to students as they learn new concepts and skills Scaffolding can include modeling
guided practice and feedback As students gain proficiency the support is gradually removed
Explicit  Instruction  Clearly  and directly  teaching  language  skills  vocabulary  and academic
content is crucial ELLs benefit from explicit explanations clear examples and opportunities for
practice Comprehensible Input Ensure all instruction is understandable to ELLs This involves
using clear and simple language visual aids and gestures Teachers should also frequently check
for understanding Practical Strategies for Planning Instruction 1 Needs Assessment Begin by
conducting a thorough needs assessment of each ELL This involves understanding their prior
academic  experiences  language  proficiency  levels  and  learning  preferences  Utilize
standardized assessments informal observations and parentguardian input 2 Goal Setting Set
clear measurable achievable relevant and timebound SMART goals for each ELL These goals
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should  focus  on  both  language  acquisition  and  academic  content  mastery  3  Curriculum
Adaptation Adapt  the curriculum to meet  the needs of  ELLs This  may involve simplifying
complex texts providing bilingual materials or modifying assignments 3 Remember to focus on
the core concepts not necessarily the volume of content 4 Collaborative Learning Encourage
collaborative  learning  activities  that  allow  ELLs  to  interact  with  peers  and  practice  their
language  skills  in  a  supportive  environment  Peer  tutoring  can  be  particularly  effective  5
Assessment Strategies Use a variety of assessment strategies to monitor student progress This
includes formal  assessments  tests  quizzes  and informal  assessments  observations projects
discussions Remember to assess both language proficiency and content knowledge RealWorld
Example In a 5thgrade classroom Ms Garcia implemented a unit on the American Revolution
Recognizing that several of her ELLs were struggling with the complex vocabulary she pre
taught key terms using visual aids and graphic organizers She also provided simplified versions
of reading materials and allowed students to complete assignments orally or through drawings
By incorporating culturally relevant elements and encouraging peer collaboration she ensured
all students had access to and could succeed in the unit Expert Opinion Dr Jim Cummins a
renowned expert in bilingual education emphasizes the importance of providing ELLs with
opportunities to use their first language as a bridge to learning English He stresses that students
first language proficiency is a valuable asset that should be leveraged not suppressed This
resonates with the concept of translanguaging where students are encouraged to utilize their
full linguistic repertoire Powerful Providing equitable access to academics for ELLs requires a
proactive  and  thoughtful  approach  By  implementing  differentiated  instruction  culturally
responsive  teaching  scaffolding  explicit  instruction  and  utilizing  a  variety  of  assessment
methods educators can create inclusive learning environments where all students can thrive
Remember  that  a  strong  needs  assessment  SMART goals  and curriculum adaptations  are
critical components of effective planning Collaboration with families and access to ongoing
professional development are vital for continued success Frequently Asked Questions FAQs 1
What is the difference between ESL and bilingual education ESL English as a Second Language
programs focus primarily on teaching English language 4 skills Bilingual education programs
however incorporate both the students native language and English in instruction often using
the native language to support academic learning in other subjects The choice between ESL
and bilingual education depends on factors such as student needs resources and community
context 2 How can I effectively assess the language proficiency of my ELLs Multiple methods
are crucial Standardized language proficiency tests like WIDA provide a baseline but informal
assessments  are  also  valuable  Observe  students  during  classroom  activities  analyze  their
writing  samples  and  conduct  informal  language  interviews  Consider  using  checklists  and
rubrics to track progress on specific language skills 3 What resources are available to support
ELL instruction Many resources exist Check your school districts resources for professional
development curriculum materials and technology tools Numerous websites and organizations
offer valuable information such as Colorn Colorado the National Council of Teachers of English
NCTE  and  the  Office  of  English  Language  Acquisition  OELA  4  How  can  I  involve
parentsguardians in  supporting  their  childs  language learning Open communication is  key
Regularly  communicate  with  parents  sharing  information  about  their  childs  progress  and
providing suggestions for home support Provide translated materials offer parent workshops
and create opportunities for parent involvement in the classroom 5 How can I address the
emotional  and  social  needs  of  my  ELLs  Create  a  welcoming  and  supportive  classroom
environment Get to know your students individually understand their cultural backgrounds and
acknowledge  their  experiences  Pair  them  with  peer  buddies  involve  them  in  classroom
activities  that  celebrate  diversity  and provide access  to  counseling  services  when needed
Remember  language  learning  can  be  emotionally  challenging  and  creating  a  supportive
environment is crucial for success
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with the rigorous content of college and career readiness standards academic language use has
moved to the forefront of educational priorities school leaders and teachers must ensure that
academic language becomes the focus of new curricula instruction and assessment with special
attention to linguistically and culturally diverse students margo gottlieb and gisela ernst slavit s
six  book series  on academic language is  already the definitive  resource on the topic  this
companion volume provides a concise thorough overview of the key research concepts and
effective  practices  that  underlie  the  series  it  includes  definitions  and  examples  of  the
dimensions of academic language a step by step template to incorporate academic language
use into plans for student learning graphic models that illustrate the construct of academic
language and its classroom application language is the most fundamental building block of
education be sure your school is as strong as it can be with this indispensable book

shaping the college curriculum focuses on curriculum development as an important decision
making process in colleges and universities the authors define curriculum as an academic plan
developed in a historical social and political context they identify eight curricular elements that
are addressed intentionally or unintentionally in developing all college courses and programs by
exploring the interaction of these elements in context they use the academic plan model to
clarify the processes of course and program planning enabling instructors and administrators to
ask crucial questions about improving teaching and optimizing student learning this revised
edition continues to stress research based educational practices the new edition consolidates
and  focuses  discussion  of  institutional  and  sociocultural  factors  that  influence  curricular
decisions all chapters have been updated with recent research findings relevant to curriculum
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leadership  accreditation  assessment  and  the  influence  of  academic  fields  while  two  new
chapters focus directly on learning research and its implications for instructional practice a new
chapter drawn from research on organizational change provides practical guidance to assist
faculty  members and administrators  who are engaged in extensive program improvements
streamlined yet still comprehensive and detailed this revised volume will continue to serve as
an invaluable resource for individuals and groups whose work includes planning designing
delivering evaluating and studying curricula in higher education this is an extraordinary book
that offers not a particular curriculum or structure but a comprehensive approach for thinking
about the curriculum ensuring that important considerations are not overlooked in its revision
or development and increasing the likelihood that students will  learn and develop in ways
institutions hope they will  the book brings coherence and intention to what is typically an
unstructured haphazard and only partially rational process guided more by beliefs than by
empirically grounded substantive information lattuca and stark present their material in ways
that  are accessible  and applicable across planning levels  course program department  and
institution local settings and academic disciplines it s an admirable and informative marriage of
scholarship and practice and an insightful guide to both anyone who cares seriously about how
we can make our colleges and universities more educationally effective should read this book
patrick t terenzini distinguished professor and senior scientist center for the study of higher
education the pennsylvania state university

the  handbook  of  open  universities  around  the  world  is  the  first  collection  to  provide  a
comprehensive  and  critical  overview  of  open  universities  internationally  over  80  open
universities have been established across five continents to provide a distance orientated class
inclusive and high quality education for learners left behind by existing formal systems for
higher  and  continuing  education  and  lifelong  learning  this  mission  has  been  continually
reshaped by major developments in open education learning technologies and online social
networking  as  well  as  by  the  evolution  of  specific  concerns  such  as  the  massification  of
education employability financial trends artificial intelligence and development agendas on the
regional national and global levels this landmark volume analyzes and reflects on the planning
organization management pedagogic skilling and employability and accreditation dimensions of
47  open  universities  in  relation  to  their  national  and  institutional  contexts  the
internationalization  of  education  and  the  integration  of  advanced  learning  technologies
featuring contributions by internationally recognized scholars practitioners and educational
administrators this authoritative resource provides insights into the business model finances
operations  instructional  systems  enrollment  patterns  learner  supports  quality  assurance
professional development and more of today s open universities through historical trajectories
institutional profiles case studies lessons learned and best practices this book provides rich
analytical  perspectives  on  the  status  and  challenges  of  single  mode  distance  learning
universities as an educational phenomenon while unpacking the premise of openness itself this
handbook is primarily written for planners managers administrators instructional designers and
teaching faculty at single mode distance teaching universities who are seeking to sustain their
institutions  in  a  period  of  rapid  change  government  policymakers  training  organizations
technology providers and education think tanks who are in need of authentic and research
based information on technology enabled learning modeled by open universities around the
world and graduate students teaching faculty and scholars who are affiliated with online and
distance education learning design and technology higher education planning and management
adult education and lifelong learning and education policy and future studies chapter 54 of this
book is freely available as a downloadable open access pdf at taylorfrancis com under a creative
commons attribution non commercial no derivatives cc by nc nd 4 0 license watch a stimulating
discussion between the book s  volume editors  and sir  john daniel  and professor  stephen
murgatroyd on youtube
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this issue is about changing the general education curriculum in big ways through significant
reforms and more frequently incremental ways to accomplish purposes better connect with
students better and provide a more engaging and intellectually and emotionally compelling
common collegiate experience the chapter authors present the results of a recent national
survey on changes in general education four case studies of institutions that have undertaken
change how they did it what the constraints were and most important what the results were and
discussions on achieving curricular coherence and the nature of change and how to bring it
about this is the 125th issue of the quarterly journal new directions for higher education
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