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A General Theory Of Crime Understanding the Foundations of a General Theory of Crime a general theory of crime aims to
provide a comprehensive framework for understanding why individuals commit crimes. Unlike theories that focus solely on social,
psychological, or economic factors, a general theory seeks to integrate various perspectives into a unified explanation. This
approach  allows  researchers,  policymakers,  and  law  enforcement  agencies  to  develop  more  effective  crime  prevention
strategies by addressing the underlying causes of criminal behavior. In this article, we will explore the origins of the general
theory of crime, its core principles, key contributors, and its implications for criminology and criminal justice. We will also compare
it  with other prominent theories and examine how it  continues to evolve in  response to new social  challenges.  Historical
Development of the General Theory of Crime Early Criminological Theories Historically, criminology was dominated by theories
that emphasized social environment, biological factors, or rational choice. For example, the classical school focused on free will
and  rational  decision-making,  while  positivist  theories  looked  at  biological  and  psychological  abnormalities.  Emergence  of
Integrated Perspectives By the mid-20th century, scholars recognized the limitations of single-factor explanations. This led to
the development of more comprehensive models that considered multiple influences on criminal behavior.  The quest for a
"general" theory emerged as a way to unify these diverse perspectives. The Development of the General Theory of Crime The
concept gained prominence in the 1990s with the work of criminologist Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson, who proposed
that low self-control is the primary factor underlying criminal activity. Their theory aimed to explain a wide range of criminal and
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delinquent behaviors through a single, overarching principle. Core Principles of a General Theory of Crime 2 Self-Control as the
Central Element The cornerstone of the general theory of crime is the idea that individual differences in self-control determine
propensity for criminal behavior. People with low self-control tend to: - Impulsively seek immediate gratification - Have difficulty
delaying gratification - Exhibit a lack of consideration for long-term consequences - Engage in risk-taking behaviors, including
crime Development of Self-Control According to the theory, self-control is primarily established during early childhood through
effective  parenting  and  socialization.  Factors  influencing  this  development  include:  -  Parental  discipline  and  monitoring  -
Consistency in rules and expectations - Emotional warmth and support - Avoidance of harsh or inconsistent discipline If self-
control is not adequately developed during childhood, individuals are more likely to engage in criminal acts throughout their lives.
Role of Opportunity and Environmental Factors While low self-control is a key trait, the theory acknowledges that situational
factors also influence criminal behavior. These include: - Availability of targets or opportunities for crime - Presence of motivated
offenders - Lack of capable guardianship The interaction between individual traits and situational opportunities determines the
likelihood of offending.  Key Contributors to the Development of the Theory Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson These
scholars are credited with formalizing the general theory of crime in their 1990 publication, A General Theory of Crime. Their
research emphasized: - The importance of self-control - The developmental origins of self-control - The broad applicability of
their theory to various forms of crime and delinquency Supporting and Critiquing Scholars While the theory has garnered support
for its parsimony and explanatory power, it has also faced criticism, including: - Overemphasis on self-control at the expense of
social  or structural  factors - Limited consideration of cultural  differences - Challenges in measuring self-control  accurately
Notable researchers have contributed to refining and testing the theory across diverse populations. 3 Implications for Crime
Prevention and Policy Early Childhood Interventions Given the importance of self-control development, policies that promote: -
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Parenting programs - Early childhood education - Social support services are instrumental in reducing future criminal behavior.
Community and Environmental Strategies Strategies aimed at reducing opportunities for crime include: - Increased surveillance
and guardianship - Environmental design to eliminate targets - Community engagement initiatives Individual-Based Approaches
For individuals with low self-control, interventions might involve: - Cognitive-behavioral therapy - Social skills training - Programs
aimed at impulse control Comparison with Other Criminological Theories Strain Theory While strain theory focuses on social
structures and economic disparities as causes of crime, the general theory emphasizes individual traits, particularly self-control,
as the primary determinant. Social Learning Theory Social learning theory suggests that criminal behavior is learned through
interactions  with  others.  In  contrast,  the  general  theory  posits  that  individual  self-control  is  the  key  factor,  although
environmental influences still play a role. Biological and Psychological Theories Biological theories examine genetic or neurological
factors,  whereas the general  theory centers on self-control  as a psychological  trait  developed early in  life.  Criticisms and
Limitations of the General Theory of Crime Despite its influence, the theory has faced various criticisms: - Over-simplification of
complex behaviors - Underestimation of social and structural influences - Difficulties in measuring self-control reliably - Limited
applicability  across different  cultural  contexts  Researchers  continue to explore these limitations to refine the theory and
enhance its 4 explanatory power. Recent Developments and Future Directions Integrating Social Factors Recent research seeks
to combine the general theory with social and environmental perspectives, recognizing that low self-control interacts with social
context to produce criminal behavior. Neuroscientific Approaches Advancements in neuroscience offer new insights into self-
control mechanisms, potentially leading to more precise assessments and interventions. Cross-Cultural Studies Expanding studies
across  diverse  cultures  helps  determine  the  universality  of  the  theory  and  adapt  strategies  accordingly.  Conclusion:  The
Significance of a General Theory of Crime A general theory of crime provides a valuable framework for understanding the
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complex interplay between individual  traits  and environmental  factors  that  lead to criminal  behavior.  By emphasizing the
development of self-control during early childhood, it offers practical avenues for prevention and intervention. While it has
limitations and is complemented by other theories, its emphasis on a unifying principle continues to influence criminology and
criminal justice policies worldwide. Understanding and applying this comprehensive perspective can lead to more effective crime
reduction strategies, ultimately fostering safer communities and better social outcomes. As research progresses, integrating
insights  from  diverse  disciplines  will  ensure  that  the  theory  remains  relevant  and  impactful  in  addressing  contemporary
challenges related to crime. QuestionAnswer What is the core premise of the general theory of crime? The core premise of the
general theory of crime is that low self-control, developed early in life, is the primary factor that leads individuals to commit
criminal  acts.  It  emphasizes that individuals  with low self-control  are more impulsive and less  able  to consider  long-term
consequences. How does the general theory of crime explain repeat offending? The theory suggests that individuals with low
self-control  are  more  likely  to  engage in  repeat  offending  because  they struggle  to  resist  the  temptation  of  immediate
gratification and lack the ability to regulate their impulses over time. 5 What are the main factors that contribute to low self-
control according to the theory? Factors include ineffective parenting during early childhood, lack of supervision, discipline, and
attachment, which hinder the development of self-control during critical developmental periods. How does the general theory of
crime differ from other criminological theories? Unlike theories that focus on social structures or environmental factors, the
general theory emphasizes individual traits—specifically self-control—as the root cause of criminal behavior,  making it more
focused on personal characteristics than societal influences. What are some criticisms of the general theory of crime? Critics
argue that the theory oversimplifies criminal behavior by attributing it mainly to low self-control, neglecting social, economic, and
cultural factors that also play significant roles in criminality. Can the general theory of crime inform effective crime prevention
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strategies? Yes, by focusing on early intervention, parenting programs, and education to promote self-control development in
children, the theory suggests that preventing low self- control can reduce the likelihood of future criminal behavior. Has recent
research supported the validity of the general theory of crime? Many studies have found empirical support linking low self-
control  to  various  criminal  behaviors,  reinforcing  the  theory's  validity,  though  ongoing  research  continues  to  explore  its
limitations  and  applicability  across  different  populations.  A  General  Theory  of  Crime  has  been  a  foundational  concept  in
criminology, aiming to unify various explanations and approaches to understanding criminal behavior.  This theory seeks to
identify the root causes of crime, the motivations behind offending, and potential methods for prevention and intervention. Over
the decades, numerous scholars have contributed to its development, refining the framework to encompass psychological,
social, and structural factors. As a comprehensive model, it offers valuable insights into the complexities of criminal conduct, yet
it also faces criticism for oversimplification and challenges in practical application. Introduction to the General Theory of Crime
The general theory of crime primarily revolves around understanding why individuals commit offenses and what internal or
external  factors  influence their  propensity to do so.  Its  central  premise is  that criminality  results  from a combination of
personality traits, social influences, and situational contexts. This theory often emphasizes the importance of self-control, moral
development,  and social  bonds in  preventing criminal  behavior.  The origins of  this  theory can be traced to the works of
criminologists such as Travis Hirschi and Michael Gottfredson, who in the late 20th century proposed a unified explanation
focusing on self-control as the key determinant. Their work challenged more fragmented approaches that viewed crime through
isolated lenses like economic deprivation, A General Theory Of Crime 6 psychological disorders, or moral failings.  The Core
Principles of the Theory Self-Control as the Central Element At the heart of the general theory of crime is the concept of self-
control. According to Hirschi and Gottfredson, individuals with low self-control are more likely to engage in impulsive, risky, and
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short-sighted behaviors, many of which are criminal in nature. Self- control develops early in life, influenced heavily by effective
parenting, socialization, and stable environments. When this development is disrupted, individuals tend to lack the capacity to
resist  temptations or  consider long-term consequences.  Key features include:  -  Impulsivity:  Acting without forethought.  -
Preference for immediate gratification: Valuing short-term gains over long-term benefits. - Risk-taking: Engaging in behaviors
that involve danger or uncertainty. - Insensitivity to consequences: Not fully considering the harm or repercussions of actions.
Pros: - Provides a clear, measurable trait (self-control) for empirical research. - Explains a broad range of criminal and deviant
behaviors. - Emphasizes early intervention through socialization. Cons: - May underplay external factors like economic hardship
or peer influence. - Assumes self-control is primarily developed in childhood, ignoring adult personality changes. - Overlooks
cultural differences in what constitutes self-control. Social Bonds and Moral Development While the core of the theory centers on
self-control, it also recognizes the importance of social bonds—attachments to family, school, and community—that serve as
protective factors against crime. Strong social bonds foster moral development, internalizing societal norms and values that
discourage offending. Features include: - Attachment: Emotional ties to others discourage behaviors that would hurt them. -
Commitment: Investment in conventional pursuits like education and work. - Involalment: Participation in prosocial activities
reduces idle time that might lead to crime. - Belief: Acceptance of societal norms and laws. Pros: - Highlights the role of social
environment in shaping behavior.  -  Supports community-based prevention strategies.  -  Links personal  morality with social
integration. Cons: - Difficult to quantify and measure social bonds. - May neglect individual traits like impulsivity. - Assumes social
bonds are equally influential across different cultures. Key Features and Contributions of the Theory Unified Explanation One of
the most significant strengths of the general theory of crime is its attempt to unify diverse criminological perspectives into a
cohesive framework. Instead of viewing crime A General Theory Of Crime 7 as solely a result of economic, psychological, or social
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factors,  it  posits  that  these  elements  interact  through  the  mediating  variable  of  self-control.  Focus  on  Prevention  By
emphasizing  early  childhood  development,  particularly  parenting  and  socialization,  the  theory  advocates  for  preventive
measures  that  target  the  root  causes  of  low  self-control.  This  approach  aligns  with  policies  aimed  at  improving  family
environments and early education. Empirical Support Numerous studies have found correlations between low self-control and
various forms of delinquency,  substance abuse,  and risky behaviors.  These findings lend credibility to the theory’s central
assertions, although causality remains complex. Criticisms and Limitations Despite its contributions, the general theory of crime is
not without shortcomings:  -  Oversimplification:  Critics argue that reducing crime to a single trait—self-control—ignores the
multifaceted nature of criminal behavior, including economic, cultural, and situational factors. - Cultural Bias: The definition of
self-control and its socialization varies across cultures, which may limit the theory’s universal applicability. - Determinism: The
emphasis on early childhood development suggests a deterministic view, leaving little room for change in adulthood. - Neglect of
Rational Choice: The theory underplays the role of rational decision-making, where offenders weigh costs and benefits before
committing crimes. - Limited Scope: While effective in explaining impulsive crimes (e.g., theft, assault), it may be less applicable to
organized crimes or crimes driven by ideology. Applications and Policy Implications The insights from the general theory of crime
influence  various  policy  approaches:  -  Early  Childhood  Interventions:  Programs  that  promote  parenting  skills,  emotional
regulation, and social skills in children. - Educational Policies: School-based programs aimed at fostering social bonds and moral
development.  -  Community  Engagement:  Initiatives  that  strengthen community  ties  and  social  cohesion.  -  Rehabilitation:
Tailoring  interventions  for  offenders  by  enhancing  self-control  and  social  skills.  Features:  -  Emphasizes  prevention  over
punishment.  -  Supports  holistic,  family-centered policies.  -  Advocates for  early  detection of  at-risk  children.  Challenges:  -
Implementation costs and resource requirements. - Variability in effectiveness across different populations. - Resistance to
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policy changes rooted in traditional punitive models. A General Theory Of Crime 8 Future Directions in the Theory The evolving
landscape of criminology suggests several avenues for refining the general theory of crime: - Integration with Biological and
Psychological Research: Advances in neuroscience and psychology could deepen understanding of self-control and impulsivity. -
Cultural  Adaptations:  Developing culturally  sensitive models  that  account for  differing social  norms and values.  -  Lifelong
Development:  Recognizing  that  self-control  and  social  bonds  can  be  cultivated  throughout  life,  not  just  in  childhood.  -
Technological  Interventions:  Leveraging technology for early screening and targeted interventions.  Conclusion The general
theory of crime remains a cornerstone in criminology due to its parsimonious explanation of criminal behavior centered on self-
control and social bonds. Its focus on early intervention, prevention, and the development of individual traits aligns well with
contemporary  efforts  to  reduce  crime  through  social  programs  and  community  engagement.  However,  its  limitations  in
accounting for the full spectrum of criminal activity and the influence of external factors highlight the need for a multifaceted
approach. Future research integrating biological, psychological, and cultural perspectives promises to enhance and expand this
influential framework, ultimately contributing to more effective crime prevention strategies and a deeper understanding of
human behavior. --- Note: This article is designed to be comprehensive and informative for readers interested in criminology,
providing  a  detailed  overview  of  the  general  theory  of  crime,  its  principles,  strengths,  limitations,  and  future  prospects.
criminology, criminal behavior, law enforcement, penology, social control, criminal justice, criminal law, juvenile delinquency, crime
prevention, punishment
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criminology theory research and policy third edition uses an interdisciplinary approach to examine and explain how and why
crime occurs comprehensive coverage of a variety of crimes and leading criminological theories is provided and supported by
new relevant case studies by making the connection between theory research and policy this revised and updated third edition
demonstrates the relevancy of criminological theory in the public attempt to control crime while providing justice the emphasis
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on these three elements with pertinent discussions and examples is what sets this text apart from other criminology titles new
material added the revised and updated third edition new cybercrime chapter provides cutting edge information on the illegal use
of computers  and the internet new chapter  dedicated to terrorism includes discussion of  elder  abuse crimes and human
trafficking provides new information on white collar crime updated case studies to reflect relevant crime typologies additional
features theory in action boxes throughout the text provide notes that relate theoretical premises to real world cases and
events each chapter contains objectives key terms and a detailed summary of important points instructor resources powerpoint
slides test bank instructor manual with learning objectives

the book adopts an interactive style that encourages students to react to the text and think for themselves it includes a range
of pedagogical features including reflective question breaks case studies with questions chapter summaries annotated further
reading suggestions including websites and a glossary of key terms the book is edited by an experienced and widely published
author and is written by a team who teach on a range of criminology courses at both under and postgraduate levels a clear
accessible and comprehensive review of theoretical thinking about crime the book uses an interdisciplinary approach sociology
psychology and biology

in developmental theories of crime and delinquency terence p thornberry and his contributors show that criminal behavior is not
a static human attribute but ebbs and flows over the life course of the individual criminal behavior tends to follow a distinct
psychological pattern it is relatively uncommon during childhood is initiated by most offenders during adolescence flourishes
during late adolescence and early  childhood and usually  diminishes or  disappears  by the mid twenties  this  pattern is  not
characteristic of all people some never commit crimes and others become career criminals but it is a general description of the
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developmental pattern of criminal offenders this pattern has profound implications for theories of crime and delinquency not
only does it explain initiation into maintenance of and desistance from involvement in crime it offers insight into why crime
flourishes during adolescence traditional theories of crime and delinquency have often failed to distinguish among different
phases of criminal careers they tend to ignore developmental changes that occur across a person s life course changes that
coincide with and can explain the causes and patterns of criminal behavior this paperback edition of the seventh volume of the
distinguished series advances in criminological theory moves us from static identifications of the criminal by presenting a broad
range of  developmental  explanations  of  crime each contributor  articulates  a  developmental  or  life  course  perspective  in
explaining how people become involved in delinquency and crime each covers a wide range of theoretical territory and reveals
how a developmental perspective enhances the explanatory power of traditional theories of crime and delinquency this volume
is an invaluable tool for criminologists sociologists psychologists and other professionals seeking to teach how crime and violence
can be understood in our culture

this book surveys the major theoretical  perspectives in criminology including biological  physiological  theories psychological
psychiatric theories and sociological theories of crime each chapter provides a balanced overview examining each theory in the
context of empirical research that tests it new chapters have been added focusing on areas such as feminist theories of crime
the routine activities theory control balance theory and a chapter focusing on providing greater coverage of conflict radical
theories including left realism peacemaking criminology and postmodern criminology for anyone involved in criminology studies

anderson teaches criminal justice and criminology at the u of missouri dyson has published some 25 criminal justice related
articles and three books coverage includes an overview of the crime problem in america what theory is discerning good and bad
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theory  the  methodologies  used  by  social  scientists  to  conduct  research  victimization  theories  the  social  structure  social
processing and social conflict theories used by criminologists and the future of criminological theory for students scholars and
researchers in criminal justice and sociology annotation copyrighted by book news inc portland or

criminological theory is an examination of the major theoretical perspectives in criminology today werner j einstadter and stuart
henry lay bare various theorists ideas about human nature social structure social order concepts of law crime and criminals the
logic of crime causation and the policies and practices that follow from these premises material is presented and organized
around these analytic and critical dimensions throughout the text criminological theory provides students with a clear overview
of the subject that enables informed comparisons among diverse concepts abstract concepts are explained clearly to maximize
the significance of each theoretical  framework the authors cover the major literature in an engaging comprehensive and
accessible way allowing students to develop a critical understanding of foundational and contemporary ideas in criminology

this book brings to life the major theories of crime and deviance by presenting detailed profiles that help readers differentiate
each theory and its major propositions by better understanding how when and by whom the theory was formed criminology is
based on strong theoretical foundations that attempt to answer the question of why people commit crime criminological theory
is especially complex in that theorists come from a variety of disciplines including medicine sociology psychology economics and
law while not an exhaustive list of each theorist s works nor an in depth review of the empirical work that has been done on each
theory this text tracks the intellectual development of a theory by profiling the theorists who are responsible for the major ideas
in criminological thought by viewing the field in the context of the social conditions of the time and the personal histories of the
theorists students can better understand the intellectual history of each theory and the relationship between criminology and
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other fields to grasp a better appreciation of how the science of crime and the study of criminals has evolved all chapters are
organized with a brief overview of the theorist and their significant ideas a biographical profile of the theorist coverage of the
theoretical developments and contributions of the theorist a list of major works by the theorist and a summary detailing the
overall legacy of the theorist in the field this book is ideal for courses on criminology criminological theory and criminal behavior

this book provides a concise but comprehensive review of the full range of classic and contemporary theories of crime with
separate chapters on the nature and use of criminological theory as well  as theoretical application the authors render the
difficult task of explaining crime more understandable to the introductory student all of the main theories in criminology are
reviewed including classical and rational choice biological psychological and evolutionary social structural social process critical
general and integrated approaches copious examples of the spirit of the theories are supplied many with a popular culture e g
film and music connection the highly original final chapter titled putting criminological theory to work provides readers with an
integrated  theoretical  model  that  students  can  apply  to  virtually  any  type  of  crime  the  book  is  well  suited  for  use  in
undergraduate and graduate courses in criminology criminal justice and deviance

michael r gottfredson and travish hirschi s 1990 a general theory of crime is a classic text that helped reshape the discipline of
criminology it is also a testament to the powers of clear reasoning and interpretation in critical thinking terms reasoning is all
about presenting a solid and persuasive case and as many people instinctively understand the most persuasive reasoning is that
which bases itself on a single simple hook in gottfredson and hirschi s case this hook was what has come to be known as the self
control theory of crime the idea that the tendency to commit crime is directly related to an individual s level of self control while
the dominant schools of thought of the time tended to focus on crime as the product of complex environmental factors with
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little attempt to unify different theories gottfredson and hirschi sought to interpret things so as to provide a single overarching
concept that explained why crimes of all  sorts were committed moreover while other theories of crime concentrated on
understanding and explaining specific types of law breaking the self control model could in gottfredson and hirschi s view be seen
as the basis for understanding the root cause for all crime in all contexts while such simplicity inevitably attracted as much
criticism as agreement subsequent studies have provided real world corroboration for the general theory s persuasive reasoning

why do people commit crimes how do we control crime the theories that criminologists use to answer these questions are built
on a number of underlying assumptions including those about the nature of crime free will human nature and society these
assumptions have a fundamental  impact on criminology they largely determine what criminologists study the causes they
examine the control strategies they recommend and how they test their theories and evaluate crime control strategies in toward
a unified criminology noted criminologist robert agnew provides a critical examination of these assumptions drawing on a range
of research and perspectives to argue that these assumptions are too restrictive unduly limiting the types of crime that are
explored the causes that are considered and the methods of data collection and analysis that are employed as such they
undermine our ability to explain and control crime agnew then proposes an alternative set of assumptions drawing heavily on
both mainstream and critical theories of criminology with the goal of laying the foundation for a unified criminology that is better
able to explain a broader range of crimes

this new book from noted criminologists charis kubrin thomas stucky and marvin krohn is a unique supplement for criminological
theory courses graduate level research methods courses or seminars that take a close look at the development of criminological
theory and or methods this book is intended to bridge the gap between theory and research in the study of crime and deviant
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behavior there are a number of textbooks that provide excellent summaries of criminological theories many of these include
critiques of the theories discussing the empirical evidence that has been rendered in support or not of those theories however
empirical evidence is only as good as the research methods that were used to generate it theory texts do not critically evaluate
the research methods that generate the findings they cite the student therefore obtains an impression of the utility of the
theory based on an uncritical assessment of the research evidence the purpose of this book is to explicitly assess the research
methods  that  have  been  used  to  test  nine  theoretical  perspectives  of  crime  specifically  the  authors  focus  on  sampling
measurement and analytical issues in doing theoretically directed research

a study of why people commit crimes focusing on the biology of crime the psychology of crime and the future of crime theory

this exciting new book in the longman criminology series provides a critical introduction to the principal theories of crime and
punishment from the late eighteenth century to the present day the approach addresses the social and political context from
which each theory emerged as well as its place within the intellectual development of the discipline readers are offered guidance
on a close reading of the original texts in the area many of which are by now seen as classics both academic and popular ideas
and images of crime and punishment are discussed

criminology is in a period of much theoretical ferment older theories have been revitalized and newer theories have been set
forth the very richness of our thinking about crime however leads to questions about the relative merits of these competing
paradigms accordingly in this volume advocates of prominent theories are asked to take stock of their perspectives their
challenge is to assess the empirical status of their theory and to map out future directions for theoretical development the
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volume begins with an assessment of three perspectives that have long been at the core of criminology social learning theory
control theory and strain theory drawing on these traditions two major contemporary macro level theories of crime have
emerged and are here reviewed institutional anomie theory and collective efficacy theory critical criminology has yielded diverse
contributions discussed in essays on feminist theories radical criminology peacemaking criminology and the effects of racial
segregation the volume includes chapters examining moffitt s insights on life course persistent adolescent limited anti social
behavior and sampson and laub s life course theory of crime in addition david farrington provides a comprehensive assessment
of the adequacy of the leading developmental and life course theories of crime finally taking stock presents essays that review
the status of perspectives that have direct implications for the use of criminological knowledge to control crime taken together
these chapters provide a comprehensive update of the field s leading theories of crime the volume will  be of interest to
criminological scholars and will be ideal for classroom use in courses reviewing contemporary theories of criminal behavior

for the past twenty to thirty years control theories of crime have been at the center of theoretical development in criminology
key to the control theory perspective is the notion that crime is an inherently individual act and its explanation requires that we
focus on the characteristics of individuals who commit crimes consequently control theory focuses on such issues as self control
and social control the contributions to this volume explicate and extend the application of control theory it is divided into three
general areas part 1 focuses on key assumptions and components of control theories contributors discuss the notion of learning
or socialization in the context of control theory and the effects that families peers and the criminal justice system have on self
control social ties and criminal behavior part 2 applies control theory to areas typically assumed to be out of the domain of self
control theory and social control theory such as gender differences in crime domestic violence and group crime considering
control theory s emphasis on explaining individual criminal acts these chapters suggest an interesting area of development by
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highlighting the possibility that differences in crime across or within groups may begin with individual characteristics and then
making inferences about groups and group processes part 3 approaches the explanation of crime cross nationally and at the
macro level although the authors take different approaches they all illustrate that a theory of crime does not require culture
specific  elements in  order to be a valid  cross cultural  explanation contributors to this  volume include robert agnew todd
armstrong leana allen bouffard augustine brannigan chester britt barbara costello maja dekovic matt delisi michael gottfredson
henriette haas kelly  h hardwick travis  hirschi  marianne junger martin killias  helen mederer kevin thompson and alexander
vazsonyi

social  learning theory has been called the dominant theory of  crime and delinquency in  the united states yet it  is  often
misrepresented this latest volume in the distinguished advances in criminological theory series explores the impact of this theory
some equate it with differential association theory others depict it as little more than a micro level appendage to cultural
deviance theories there have been earlier attempts to clarify the theory s unique features in comparison to other theories and
others have applied it to broader issues these efforts are extended in this volume which focuses on developing applying and
testing the theory on a variety of criminal and delinquent behavior it applies the theory to treatment and prevention moving
social learning into a global context for the twenty first century this comprehensive volume includes the latest work tests and
theoretical advances in social learning theory and will be particularly helpful to criminologists sociologists and psychologists it
may also be of interest to those concerned with current issues relating to delinquency drug use abuse and drinking alcohol abuse

how to best generate theoretical growth in the contemporary study of deviance and crime has been the source of much debate
this  book represents a diverse range of viewpoints concerned about theoretical  integration and its  benefits the chapters
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encompass both discussion of the requisites for integrating theories and examinations of methodological strategies to test these
theories by providing a source for those grappling with the issue of theoretical integration the book is sure to stimulate further
theoretical development in the sociology of deviance and in criminology

the readings in the nature and theory of crime represent the most influential theories and perspectives in criminology each
reading demonstrates the complexity of theoretical  issues in the field students explore the classical  biological  and control
perspectives the influence of neighborhoods and communities on crime labeling theories feminist criminology and more the text
teaches  readers  to  understand both  the  concepts  described  within  numerous  theories  and  the  criteria  used  to  evaluate
criminological theory they become familiar with the empirical support related to major theories and the policy and program
implications of each theory finally they come to see how the study of criminological theory is related to real world criminal justice
practice each reading is framed by an original introduction to provide context and discussion questions to support retention
critical thinking and classroom engagement the second edition features new chapters on biosocial criminology situational crime
prevention street codes differential association theory and self control as well as updated information throughout the entire
text the nature and theory of crime is designed for upper division undergraduate courses in criminology criminal justice and
sociology

control theories have dominated criminological theory and research since the 1969 publication of hirschi s seminal work on the
social bond social  control and self control theorists are unique in suggesting that patterns in criminal behaviors are better
explained by variations in social  constraints rather than by individual  motivational  impulses thus indicating that their main
concerns are the explication and clarification of the techniques processes and institutions of informal social control the four
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major sections of this volume focus on the similarities and differences among the major contributors to the early developmental
stage  of  social  control  theory  the  central  importance  of  parents  peers  and  schools  in  the  creation  of  informal  control
mechanisms and their link to crime and delinquency the theoretical underpinnings of self control theory including empirical tests
and criticisms and theoretical integrations of social control and self control theories with various motivational theories of crime
and delinquency
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