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korea has one of the most diverse religious cultures in the world today with a range and breadth of religious practice virtually unrivaled by any
other country this volume in the princeton readings in religions series is the first anthology in any language including korean to bring together a
comprehensive set of original sources covering the whole gamut of religious practice in both premodern and contemporary korea the book s thirty
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two chapters help redress the dearth of source materials on korean religions in western languages coverage includes shamanic rituals for the dead
and songs to quiet fussy newborns buddhist meditative practices and exorcisms confucian geomancy and ancestor rites contemporary catholic
liturgy protestant devotional practices internal alchemy training in new korean religions and north korean juche self reliance ideology an amalgam
of marxism and neo confucian filial piety focused on worship of the father kim il sung religions of korea in practice provides substantial coverage
of contemporary korean religious practice especially the various christian denominations and new indigenous religions each chapter includes an
extensive translation of original sources on korean religious practice accompanied by an introduction that frames the significance of the selections
and offers suggestions for further reading this book will help any reader gain a better appreciation of the rich complexity of korea s religious
culture

the book is the volume of the religious history of the yuan dynasty among a series of books of deep into china histories the earliest known written
records of the history of china date from as early as 1250 bc from the shang dynasty c 1600 1046 bc and the bamboo annals 296 bc describe a xia
dynasty c 2070 1600 bc before the shang but no writing is known from the period the shang ruled in the yellow river valley which is commonly
held to be the cradle of chinese civilization however neolithic civilizations originated at various cultural centers along both the yellow river and
yangtze river these yellow river and yangtze civilizations arose millennia before the shang with thousands of years of continuous history china is
one of the world s oldest civilizations and is regarded as one of the cradles of civilization the zhou dynasty 1046 256 bc supplanted the shang and
introduced the concept of the mandate of heaven to justify their rule the central zhou government began to weaken due to external and internal
pressures in the 8th century bc and the country eventually splintered into smaller states during the spring and autumn period these states became
independent and warred with one another in the following warring states period much of traditional chinese culture literature and philosophy first
developed during those troubled times in 221 bc qin shi huang conquered the various warring states and created for himself the title of huangdi or
emperor of the qin marking the beginning of imperial china however the oppressive government fell soon after his death and was supplanted by the
longer lived han dynasty 206 bc 220 ad successive dynasties developed bureaucratic systems that enabled the emperor to control vast territories
directly in the 21 centuries from 206 bc until ad 1912 routine administrative tasks were handled by a special elite of scholar officials young men
well versed in calligraphy history literature and philosophy were carefully selected through difficult government examinations china s last dynasty
was the qing 1644 1912 which was replaced by the republic of china in 1912 and in the mainland by the people s republic of china in 1949 chinese
history has alternated between periods of political unity and peace and periods of war and failed statehood the most recent being the chinese civil
war 1927 1949 china was occasionally dominated by steppe peoples most of whom were eventually assimilated into the han chinese culture and
population between eras of multiple kingdoms and warlordism chinese dynasties have ruled parts or all of china in some eras control stretched as
far as xinjiang and tibet as at present traditional culture and influences from other parts of asia and the western world carried by waves of
immigration cultural assimilation expansion and foreign contact form the basis of the modern culture of china
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globalisation has long historical roots in south asia but economic liberalisation has led to uniquely rapid urban growth in south asia during the past
decade this book brings together a multidisciplinary collection of chapters on contemporary and historical themes explaining this recent explosive
growth and transformations on going in the cities of this region the essays in this volume attempt to shed light on the historical roots of these cities
and the traditions that are increasingly placed under strain by modernity as well as exploring the lived experience of a new generation of city
dwellers and their indelible impact on those who live at the city s margins the book discusses that previously cities such as mumbai grew by
accumulating a vast hinterland of slum dwellers who depressed wages and supplied cheap labour to the city s industrial economy however it goes
on to show that the new growth of cities such as bangalore hyderabad and madras in south india or delhi and calcutta in the north of india is more
capital intensive export driven and oriented towards the information technology and service sectors the book explains that these cities have
attracted a new elite of young educated workers with money to spend and an outlook on life that is often a complex mix of modern ideas and
conservative tradition it goes on to cover topics such as the politics of town planning consumer culture and the struggles among multiple identities
in the city by tracing the genealogies of cities it gives a useful insight into the historical conditioning that determines how cities negotiate new
changes and influences there will soon be more mega cities in south asia than anywhere else in the world and this book provides an in depth
analysis of this growth it will be of interest to students and scholars of south asian history politics and anthropology as well as those working in the
fields of urbanisation and globalisation

attemting to present monarchy as a central political and religious institution this set includes nearly 400 entries on those individual monarchs
whose reigns and actions significantly impacted history and more than 450 on specific royal dynasties additionally 140 subject related entries cover
broad concepts such as accession conquest descent and funerals
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