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today muslims are the second largest religious group in much of europe and north
america the essays in this collection look both at the impact of the growing muslim
population on western societies and how muslims are adapting to life in the west part 1
looks at the muslim diaspora in europe comprising essays on britain france germany
switzerland norway sweden denmark italy and the netherlands part ii turns to the
western hemisphere and muslims in the u s canada and mexico throughout the authors
contend with such questions as can muslims retain their faith and identity and at the
same time accept and function within the secular and pluralistic traditions of europe and
america what are the limits of western pluralism will muslims come to be fully accepted
as fellow citizens with equal rights an excellent guide to the changing landscape of
islam this volume is an indispensable introduction to the experiences of muslims in the

west and the diverse responses of their adopted countries

islam is a major religion in southeast asia with indonesian muslims comprising the
largest muslim population in the world events and developments since 11 september
2001 have added greater attention to islam and its adherents in this part of the world this
general survey of islam in southeast asia is intended to inform explain and update
readers about the more significant aspects of islam in southeast asia then and now these
include the following the geographical origins and sources by which the faith spread in
this region the social economic and political profiles of the muslim communities
relations between muslims and non muslims and between muslims and the state the
strands and trends that shapes the role of islam and the muslims in the national body
politic and the challenges confronting muslims in confronting the vicissitudes of their
lives in this era of rapid change characterized by modernization capitalism

secularization and globalization the discussion will begin with an overview of the broad
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picture of islam and the muslims in the region as a whole covering both muslim
majority and muslim minority countries this will be followed by case study analysis of
islam and the muslims in individual countries indonesia malaysia brunei singapore
thailand philippines myanmar vietnam cambodia and laos given the difficulty of writing
on such a complex and contentious topic this book attempts to present the subject
matter in a manner that is sufficiently objective to scholars and yet simple and

accessible enough to be readily understood by ordinary readers

although more than half of the world s muslims live in asia most books on
contemporary islam focus on the middle east giving short shift to the dynamic and
diverse presence of asian islam in regional and global politics the muslims of asia
constitute the largest muslim communities in the world indonesia pakistan bangladesh
india and central asia in recent years terrorist bombings in bali separatist conflicts in
thailand and the philippines and opposition politics in central asia all point to the
strategic importance of asian islam in asian islam in the 21st century terrorism and its
effects are placed within the broader context of muslim politics and how islamic ideals
and movements mainstream and extremist have shaped asian muslim societies
democratization experiments successful and unsuccessful are examined the rise of
radical militant movements is analyzed and placed in historical perspective the result is
an insightful portrait of the rich diversity of muslim politics and discourse that continue
to affect asian muslim majority and minority countries specialists and students of
islamic studies religion and international affairs and comparative politics as well as
general readers will benefit from this sorely needed comprehensive analysis of a part of

the world that has become increasingly important in the 21st century

the bombings in new york and washington in 2001 and subsequent terrorist attacks in
different countries of the west have led to fast changing socio cultural and political
contexts where islam has been depicted as a global threat the meaning of being a
muslim has undergone rapid transformation with the interplay of perceptions and

misperceptions impacted by for instance the iranian revolution of 1978 9 the lockerbie
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bombing in 1988 the gulf war of 1990 1 and the clash of civilizations thesis propagated
by samuel huntington in 1993 this book examines the way muslims and mainstream
societies in the west perceive each other by taking into account themes like cultural
pluralism media religious education interfaith dialogue and so on it argues that muslims
are not defined solely by their faith but as an emerging group which is self critical
reflective and focused on clearing the misconceptions associated with their identity
further it posits that westerners who are more knowledgeable about muslims usually
express positive opinions about islam thereby arguing that the knowledge about and

attitudes towards islam are interrelated

suspicion and clashes accompany the settlement of muslims in european cultures this
book explores a case in point muslims in the netherlands both muslim and non muslim
authors contribute to the debate about the future of islam in this new context
contributions range from the position of muslim women in debates about the headscarf
to the attempts by muslims to set up a viable academic training centre for imams to
allow cross cultural comparissions the volume also contains reflections from other parts

of europe

this comprehensive introduction explores the landscape of contemporary islam written
by a distinguished team of scholars it provides broad overviews of the developments
events people and movements that have defined islam in the three majority muslim
regions traces the connections between traditional islamic institutions and concerns and
their modern manifestations and transformations how are medieval ideas policies and
practices refashioned to address modern circumstances investigates new themes and
trends that are shaping the modern muslim experience such as gender fundamentalism
the media and secularisation offers case studies of muslims and islam in dynamic
interaction with different societies islam in the modern world includes illustrations
summaries discussion points and suggestions for further reading that will aid

understanding and revision additional resources are provided via a companion website
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muslims are neither new nor foreign to the united states they have been a vital presence
in north america since the 16th century muslims in america unearths their history
documenting the lives of african middle eastern south asian european black white
hispanic and other americans who have been followers of islam the book begins with
the tale of job ben solomon a 18th century african american muslim slave and goes on
to chart the stories of sodbusters in north dakota african american converts to islam in
the 1920s muslim barkeepers in toledo the post 1965 wave of professional immigrants
from asia and africa and muslim americans after 9 11 the book reveals the richness of
sunni shi a sufi and other forms of islamic theology ethics and rituals in the united states
by illustrating the way islamic faith has been imagined and practiced in the everyday
lives of individuals muslims in america recovers the place of muslims in the larger
american story too showing how muslim american men and women participated in each
era of u s history the book explores how they have both shaped and have been shaped
by larger historical trends such as the abolition movement gilded age immigration the
great migration of african americans urbanization religious revivalism the feminist
movement and the current war on terror it also shows how from the very beginning of
american history muslim americans have been at once a part of their local communities
their nation and the worldwide community of muslims the first single author history of
muslims in america from colonial times to the present this book fills a huge gap and
provides invaluable background on one of the most poorly understood groups in the
united states religion in american life explores the evolution character and dynamic of
organized religion in america from 1500 to the present day written by distinguished
historians of religion these books weave together the varying stories that compose the
religious fabric of the united states from puritanism to alternative religious practices
primary source material coupled with handsome illustrations and lucid text make these
books essential in any exploration of america s diverse nature each book includes a

chronology suggestions for further reading and an index

in the violent world of radical extremists the enemy of my enemy is my friend this

study reveals how that precept plays out in the unexpected bonding between militant
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islam and the extreme right in america and europe it provides an insightful and sane

look at the possibilities for collaboration between these groups

based on a reading of classical islamic literature the writings of modem muslims and on
extensive travel and interviews this book discusses ways in which muslim peoples adapt
themselves to a world composed of sovereign nation states having peaceful and equal
relations with both non muslim states and collectivities of other muslims the classical
and medieval legal theory of islam appears to place two obstacles in the way of such
adaptations it divides the world into two areas muslim and non muslim between which
relations can at best be those of truce and it demands that the life of societies should be
regulated by the will of god as revealed in the qu ran not by the will of rulers or of the
people dr piscatori shows that the traditional theory provides for some degree of
territorial pluralism which has been clearly reflected in the historical experience

whereby stable nation states have emerged and become part of the international order

this series of volumes on the manifold facets of islamic culture is intended to acquaint a
very wide public with the theological bases of its faith the status of the individual and of
society in the islamic world its expansion since the revelation its cultural manifestations
in literature and the arts and finally islam today between loyalty to its past and the new
challenges of modernity the last 100 years of islamic history are examined in the final
volume although the approach is thematic rather than historical the period considered
has seen european colonialism in most of the islamic world and islam has played a
major role in the initiation and organization of resistance movements we survey the
groupings and forms of co operation that have arisen since liberation from colonialism
and investigate the political necessity and the moral stand that underlie the unity of the
islamic peoples social and economic progress is reviewed and space is devoted to such
topics as the ongoing problem of palestine moves towards educational reform and the
status of women in islam as the islamic world cannot be imagined in isolation this
volume examines the attitude of contemporary islam towards other religions and

cultures and considers efforts aimed at achieving mutual understanding and coexistence
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in both muslim and non muslim countries
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