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praised for its straightforward and accessible style this text provides a general introduction to the chief elements in middle
eastern history allowing readers to proceed into more specialized topics and themes with a solid understanding of the most

current scholarship in the field

lust and her outstanding contributors have fully revised the text to take into account the watershed events that have taken place
in the middle east since the 2011 uprisings the book also adds important coverage with a new thematic chapter on religion
society and politics in the region which examines the role of both islam and judaism new to this edition every chapter has been
thoroughly revised to cover all of the major changes in the region since the uprisings of 2011 the overview section now contains
a chapter on religion society and politics in the middle east that examines the role of both islam and judaism expanded coverage
of the role of social movements and activism in the chapter actors and public opinion country chapters have been revised to
more explicitly address religion society and politics in light of user feedback the thematic chapters have been reordered to fit

more naturally with teaching progression preferred by most faculty

renowned historian bernard lewis charts the history of the middle east over the last 2 000 years from the birth of christianity
through the modern era focusing on the successive transformations that have shaped it drawing on material from a multitude of
sources including the work of archaeologists and scholars lewis chronologically traces the political economical social and
cultural development of the middle east from hellenization in antiquity to the impact of westernization on islamic culture
meticulously researched this enlightening narrative explores the patterns of history that have repeated themselves in the middle
east from the ancient conflicts to the current geographical and religious disputes between the arabs and the israelis lewis
examines the ability of this region to unite and solve its problems and asks if in the future these unresolved conflicts will

ultimately lead to the ethnic and cultural factionalism that tore apart the former yugoslavia elegantly written scholarly yet
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accessible this is the most comprehensive single volume history of the region ever written from the world s foremost authority

on the middle east

describes the customs and traditions of the people and their everyday life and traces the history of the area back to ancient times

why is the middle east entering a new era is it a new dawn is it a setting sun in the third decade of the twenty first century the
middle east is entering a new era a multifaceted and intricate equilibrium will write the next chapter of this region the new era
we are entering is fraught with challenges and full of opportunities the new era is both defined by and a result of a combination
of ancient and modern domestic regional and international processes iran and turkey each strive to position themselves as the
regional superpower in parallel the people of the region struggle to overcome increasing domestic challenges these
developments combined with an escalating struggle over path identity and direction could result in a new model of statehood in
the arab world while some countries take the turbulent path toward a possible new statehood model others are fighting for their
sovereignty and survival all of this is occurring while western hegemony in the middle east is coming to an end and the eastern
giants are on the rise acclaimed middle east expert an israeli fluent in arabic english and hebrew avi melamed has a proven
exceptional record of foreseeing the evolution of events in the middle east and their impact on a local and regional level in this
book melamed takes you on a fascinating eye opening journey through the geopolitical landscape of the middle east in the third
decade of the twenty first century he challenges common western concepts narratives and theories and he provides predictions
about some of the most central regional issues of the day using primarily sources from the region avi melamed provides a
professional rare insider s view and clearly and insightfully contextualizes current regional events inside the middle east entering
a new era provides the knowledge and tools to connect the dots this distinct understanding allows the reader to build a
multidimensional picture of the geopolitical reality of the middle east today and provides an unparalleled foundation for

navigating the events of tomorrow

western civilization began in the middle east judaism and christianity as well as islam were born there for over a millennium the
islamic empires were ahead of the west in learning technology and medicine and were militarily far more powerful it took
another three hundred centuries for the west to catch up and overtake the middle east why does it seem different now why does
osama bin laden see 1918 with the fall of the ottoman empire as the year everything changed these issues are explained in
historical detail here in a way that deliberately seeks to go behind the rhetoric to the roots of present conflicts a brief history of
the middle east is essential reading for an intelligent reader wanting to understand what one of the world s key regions is all
about fully updated with a new section on the iraq invasion of 2003 the question of iran and the full context of the isreali

palestine conflict

political uprisings religious significance and petroleum resources have combined to make the political life of the middle east
crucially important to the rest of the world this book begins with an introduction to key aspects of middle eastern politics
including the influences of tribalism kinship and the islamic faith the remaining chapters provide a closer look at six countries
whose politics are likely to determine the region s future egypt israel syria saudi arabia iraq and iran each chapter begins with
an exploration of the country s history then provides an overview of the major political institutions and groups that shape
current events particular attention is paid to the influence of elite groups and individuals next the discussion examines the
context of the country s politics political culture political economy and international influence each chapter concludes with a

look at the probable course of the country s politics over the next decade and beyond

middle easterners today struggle to find solutions to crises of economic stagnation political gridlock and cultural identity in
recent decades islam has become central to this struggle and almost every issue involves fierce sometimes violent debates over

the role of religion in public life in this post 9 11 updated edition r stephen humphreys presents a thoughtful analysis of islam s
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place in today s middle east and integrates the medieval and modern history of the region to show how the sacred and secular

are tightly interwoven in its political and intellectual life

much of the middle east is in a continuing state of visible often revolutionary change in almost every field social cultural
economic political although time will have greatly modified the conditions here presented the author emphasizes those aspects
which being the least ephemeral were likely to remain valid for some years and indicates the areas in which the most change
can be expected therefore in evaluating any change that has occurred the reader will at least be informed of the conditions out of
which or because of which such an event occurred in some cases longrigg passes over important aspects of the middle eastern
region and its component countries almost or entirely in silence among such aspects being those of military resources prominent
personalities constitutional or legal issues budgets and balances of trade and even on matters upon which he has said something
fairly specific topography races and languages religions climates natural resources and agronomy industry communications there
may be too little detailed information to satisfy a reader desirous of a full picture of a given aspect of things in this or that
territory for most of such detail and not less for an appreciation which may be widely different from the author s the student can
very easily look elsewhere the literature of these countries is abundant and accessible longrigg s attempt has been to offer an
objective but informed account of the different nationalities and social forces found in middle eastern environments urban and
rural in terms of the particular circumstances problems and hopes of the dozen separate and more or less divided states of the
region the non specialist reader may from all this learn something true and perhaps suggestive while the expert may find not too

much to offend him

general study of the middle east including non arab and arab country covers historical and geographical aspects ethnography

sociology religion natural resources industrial development politics and government etc bibliography pp 272 to 277 and maps

the middle east in the world offers students a fresh comprehensive multidisciplinary entry point to the broader middle east after
a brief introduction to the study of the region the early chapters of the book survey the essentials of middle eastern history
important historical narratives and the region s languages religions and global connections students are guided through the
material with relevant maps resource boxes and text boxes that support and guide further independent exploration of the topics
at hand the second half of the book presents interdisciplinary case studies each of which focuses on a specific country or sub
region and a salient issue offering a taste of the cultural distinctiveness of the particular country while also drawing attention to
global linkages readers will come away from this book with an understanding of the larger historical political and cultural
frameworks that shaped the middle east as we know it today and of current issues that have relevance in the middle east and

beyond

this book first published in 1976 and in this second edition in 1988 combines an examination of the political cultural and
economic geography of the middle east with a detailed study of the region s landscape features natural resources environmental
conditions and ecological evolution the middle east with its extremes of climate and terrain has long fascinated those interested
in the fine balance between man and his environment and now its economic and political importance in world affairs has

brought the region to the attention of everybody

the what every american should know series returns with a timely guide to the region americans need to understand the most
and know the least the latest edition of melissa rossi s popular what every american should know series gives a crash course on
one of the most complex and important regions of the world in this comprehensive and engaging reference book rossi offers a
clear analysis of the issues playing out in the middle east delving into each country s history politics economy and religions
having traveled through the area over the past year she exposes firsthand the u s s geopolitical moves and how our presence has

affected the region s economic and political development topics include why iran is viewed as a threat by most middle east
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countries what resource is more important than petroleum in regional power plays what s really behind the fighting between
sunni and shia how saudi arabia inadvertently feeds the violence in iraq and beyond how monarchies like those in jordan and
qatar are more open and progressive than the so called republics with answers that will surprise many americans and covering a
vast history and cultural complexity that will fascinate any student of the world what every american should know about the

middle east is a must read introduction to the most critical region of the twenty first century

the history of the middle east is long and complex in the major muslim nations series the term middle east refers to the region
encompassing 23 countries algeria bahrain djibouti egypt iran iraq israel jordan kuwait lebanon libya mauritania morocco oman
qatar saudi arabia somalia sudan syria tunisia turkey united arab emirates and yemen this book provides an overview of the
history of the middle eastern countries along with information about the region s geography central religious beliefs

governments and economies of the various states cultural groups and important communities

understand the middle east since 1945 is an essential guide to one of the world s most turbulent regions it examines the origins
and development of the events which have dominated the headlines for the last six decades covering everything from religion
and politics in the aftermath of the second world war to the israeli palestinian conflict war in iraq and the terrorism of the
present day it will change the way you think about the region not got much time one five and ten minute introductions to key
principles to get you started author insights lots of instant help with common problems and quick tips for success based on the
author s many years of experience extend your knowledge extra online articles at teachyourself com to give you a richer

understanding things to remember quick refreshers to help you remember the key facts

this introductory survey of the middle east first explains in depth the special role of islam and presents an historical overview of

the region and then treats modern issues on a thematic basis not country by country

the many facets of middle eastern history and politics are admirably represented in this far ranging anthology publishers weekly
in this insightful anthology historians marvin e gettleman and stuart schaar have assembled a broad selection of documents and
contemporary scholarship to give a view of the history of the peoples from the core islamic lands from the golden age of islam
to today with carefully framed essays beginning each chapter and brief introductory notes accompanying over seventy readings
the anthology reveals the multifaceted societies and political systems of the islamic world selections range from theological texts
illuminating the differences between shiite and sunni muslims to diplomatic exchanges and state papers to memoirs and literary
works to manifestos of islamic radicals this newly revised and expanded edition covers the dramatic changes in the region since
2005 and the popular uprisings that swept from tunisia in january 2011 through egypt libya and beyond the middle east and
islamic world reader is a fascinating historical survey of complex societies that now more than ever are crucial for us to
understand ambitious a timely work it focuses mainly on sociopolitical texts dating from the rise of islam to the debates

concerning u s foreign policy in the post 9 11 world choice

the middle east is an area of great importance globally yet misperceptions abound events have made it a region of special
interest to the west and so the search for understanding gains momentum this publication is intended to clarify the region s
complex history and issues in developing this project the contributors set out to explore seven significant themes that are usually
not found in other sources while many books focus on political history and conflicts this two volume work deals specifically
with culture religion women economics governance and media as well as the role that the region s modern history has played in

shaping its society and worldview
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