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winner of the jewish book of the year award the first comprehensive yet accessible history of the state of israel from its
inception to present day from daniel gordis one of the most respected israel analysts the forward living and writing in
jerusalem israel is a tiny state and yet it has captured the world s attention aroused its imagination and lately been the
object of its opprobrium why does such a small country speak to so many global concerns more pressingly why does israel make
the decisions it does and what lies in its future we cannot answer these questions until we understand israel s people and
the questions and conflicts the hopes and desires that have animated their conversations and actions though israel s history
is rife with conflict these conflicts do not fully communicate the spirit of israel and its people they give short shrift to
the dream that gave birth to the state and to the vision for the jewish people that was at its core guiding us through the
milestones of israeli history gordis relays the drama of the jewish people s story and the creation of the state clear eyed
and erudite he illustrates how israel became a cultural economic and military powerhouse but also explains where israel made
grave mistakes and traces the long history of israel s deepening isolation with israel public intellectual daniel gordis
offers us a brief but thorough account of the cultural economic and political history of this complex nation from its
beginnings to the present accessible levelheaded and rigorous israel sheds light on the israel s past so we can understand
its future the result is a vivid portrait of a people and a nation reborn

on the eve of the six day war in 1967 israel was nineteen years old and as much an adolescent as the average nineteen year
old person issues of identity and transition were the talk among israeli intellectuals including the writer nissim rejwan
was israel a jewish state or a democratic state and most frustratingly who was a jew as nancy berg s foreword makes clear
these issues became more critical and complex in the two decades after the war as israel matured into a regional power
rejwan an iraqi born jew whose own fate was tied to the answers addresses the questions of those days in his letters essays
and remembrances collected in israel s years of bogus grandeur israel s overwhelming victory in 1967 brought control of the
former palestinian territories at the same time oriental jews i e those not from europe became a majority in the israeli
population the nation already surrounded by hostile recently humiliated arab neighbors now had an arab majority jewish
muslim druze and christian within its borders yet european jews continued to run the country as their own rejwan wrote
tirelessly about the second class status of arab israelis and especially of arab jews encouraging a more inclusive attitude
that might eventually help heal the wounds left by the six day war his studies in sociology at tel aviv university informed
his work for his cause rejwan lost his job and many of his friends but never his pen through munich entebbe political
scandals economic crises and the beginning of the intifada rejwan narrates israel s growing pains with feisty wit and
unwavering honesty
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a snapshot of israel and the west bank in the 1980s through the voices of its inhabitants from the national jewish book
award winning author of judas notebook in hand renowned author and onetime kibbutznik amos oz traveled throughout his
homeland to talk with people workers soldiers religious zealots aging pioneers desperate arabs visionaries asking them
questions about israel s past present and future observant or secular rich or poor native born or new immigrant they shared
their points of view memories hopes and fears and oz recorded them what emerges is a distinctive portrait of a changing
nation and a complex society supplemented by oz s own observations and reflections that reflects an insider s view of a
country still forming its own identity in the land of israel is an exemplary instance of a writer using his craft to come to
grips with what is happening politically and to illuminate certain aspects of israeli society that have generally been
concealed by polemical formulas the new york times

the ancient book of yasher jasher restored from translation of a hebrew texts book printed in 1613 sepir ha yasher the
hebrew title of this book means the book of the upright or the upright or correct record we have restored the original
hebrew names to the texts as evidenced from the discovery of the dead sea scrolls in israel in 1946

this volume corrects the historical record of anti semitism revealing recent scholarly consensus on the hottest issues of
the israel palestine conflict especially human rights
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